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Galations i. II, 12. 

Bui I certify youy Brelhren, ihat the Gospel which 
was preached of me^ is not after Man : For 
I neither received it of Many neither was I 
taught it, but by the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 



In order to know what it was that induced 
St. Paul to write in this manner to the Galatians, 
we must have recourse to the context, which 
begins thus : — ** Paul an Apostle^ (not of man, 
neither by man, but by Jesus Christy and God the 
Father, who raised him from the dead) and aU 
the brethren which are with me, unto the Churches 
of Galatia : grace be to you, ana peace from God 
the Fat h fir ^ and from our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for our sins, that he mi^ht deliver ns 
from this present evil world, according to tlie will 
qf God and our Father : to whom be glory for ever 
and ever, amen. I marvel^ that ye are so soon 
removed from him that called you into the grace 
qf Christ, unto another gospel ;** i e. it astonishes 
lEC greatly to find that you have so soon de- 
serted me, who called you to the glorious gospel 
of Christ, wherein the means of salvation and 
happiness are offered you, and so precipitately 
betake yourselves to, what you appreheivd to 
be> aaother gospel s which is not another ; but 
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there be some that troable yon, and would f)er- 
vert the gospel of Christ. It is not another 
gospel, for there can be no gospel I ut that which 
was revealed from heaven j therefore, I entreat 
you, nut to give any heed to them that trouble 
you, aud would pervert the gospt^l of Christ. 

But tl ough weyor an anga/rrfm heaven^ preach 
any other gospel unto you than that xt>hkh ue* have 
preached imto youy let hrm Ac accursed. This he 
riepeats again in the verse following, and then 
says, *'^ for do I }yersuade meUj o^ God ?" 

Do I endeavour to gain the applause of mpn, 
by preachuig such doctrines as are pleasing to 
carnal minds, or do I preach the doctrines of 
God ? Judge ye. Or do I seeJc to plemse men f 
For if I yet pleased meiij I should not be the 
servant of Christ. If 1 continued to please 
men, as I did foi-merly, by being a strict pba« 
risee, how then c'an 1 be a servant of Chrisi^. 
But / cert/fv yoUy brethen^ that the gospel which 
teas preached of me^ is not after mentor I netihet: 
received it of man, neither was J taught j7, but* 
by the rtvelation of Jesus Christ. 

By all which it evidently appears, that evea 
so early as the apostolic age, there were som^ 
who endeavoured to pervert the word of God> 
and bad debauched the minds of many of the 
Galatians How c areful then should we be, ia 
these days, to examine the doctrines of those^ 
of whom we have the least distrust, and nol^ 
sufTer ourselves to be imposed upon by ignorant 
or designing men i 

From the words pf my text, I shall eodeavoup 
la prove, tj^ the holy scripti|ret|t are the re^ 
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tHfe ttdtf feCRllTURSS f 

reiiled W6rd of God. In order td whicft, f 
shall 

First, hht^ that the tesfiihony \*^e havi in 
their favour, is It sufficient evidence of theif 
diViftfty. 

And liecondly. That th^ir own ihtririsic ex- 
cellence is a confirmation of it. 
■ Tllen I shall conclude with such inferencei^, 
M the subject naturally suggests. 

First, I atrt to shew that the testimony wi 
hatic, in favour of the holy scriptures, is a suf- 
fferent evidence of their divmity. 

But before I begin upon the subject, I think 
it necessary to premise, that though both the 
oW And new Testament are the word of God, and 
both written by inspired men, as were Moses' 
&nd the Prophets, and the four Evangelists; yet 
I shall confine myself more jiartictilarly to the* 
gospel of the blessed Jesus: because orie being 
proved, necessarily proves the other. 

Now our natural reason dictates to us, that 
there is a God, who must be a Being of in* 
finite perfection, all-wise, all-powerful, and all- 

>od ; and that the world was made by him : 
•r we are sensrble that no man could bring 
Kimself, and such wonderful appearances of 
nature, into existence. _ And that this wise" 
K*ing must be free from all impurity and im- 
prerfeetion, and of course, must be a pure spirit, 
without any bodily parts or passions. For the 
body is liable to corruption, and therefore im* 
perfect ; and the passions of human nature are- 
pl^in mdications of our wants and iniper- 
fections; and therefore cannot. With any p^o* 
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priety, be attributed to God, who, as I said be* 
fore, is all-perfect". 

These we must suppose the dictates of reason, 
without any regard to revelation ; because to 
pretend to prove the being and attributes of 
God from scripture, before we have proved the 
authority of scripture, is arguing upon a bad 
foundation, which will not bear such argu- 
ments to be built upon it. These then, being 
the principles of reason, the mind of man can 
go no further, without a divine revelation ; 
and without a revelation we must be utterly 
ignorant of the mind and will of God : there- 
fore, in many cases, must be doubtful of what 
is proper to be done, and very uncertain of 
the truth. 

It appears therefore, from the idea we have 
of the goodness of God, that it must be con- 
sistent with his other attributes to make a 
full discovery of his will, for the improvement 
of our understandings, and the regulation 
of our faith and practice : thus far reason 
carries us. 

To the micd thus fairly disposed by reason, 
human tradition brings in its evidence, and 
delares, that God at sundry times^ and in divers 
manners y dids/jea/uin times of old j by his prop)iets, 
to the Jews in particular; and in latter days, 
both to Jew and Gentile, by his son Jesus 
Christ. And also assures us, that the scriptures 
were received by the Jews in part, and by 
Christians inthe whole ; /.^. what we commonly 
call the old Testament, was received by the 
Jews ; and that which goes under the name of 
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the new Testament, together with the old 
Testament, was always receivod by Christiaqs 
as the revealcxl word of GcxI. 

To this we may add llic testimony of the 
holy Spirit. 

There are many things in these sacred writ- 
ings foretold, which history assures us, are long' 
since accomplished ; many prophecies in the old 
Testament were fulfdled long before the gospel 
was revealed to us ; many predictions were 
verified by the gospel, and m^y things fore- 
shewn in the gospel, have since come to pass : 
and some more, it is still expected by the 
faithful, will be fully accomplished in due time. 

But, says the deist, how am I to be assured 
of the truth of all this ? It is a sufficient answer 
to him, that we have as great certainty of their 
truth, as we have of the truth of anv other 
history. * He might say, with as much propriety, 
he will not believe there w^ere such persons as 
Oliver 'Cromwel^ or Queen Elizabeth, because 
he fears he may be imposed upon. And, if he 
should say so, would you not think him desti- 
tute of common sense .^* Whv then should 

• ^— ^^— ^^^-^^.^ ■ i 1 _ ■ ^ - _ — ■ 

* None can demonstrate to me, that there is such an 
inland in America as Jamaica; yet, upon the testimony of 
credible persons, and authors who have written of it, 1 am 
V^iVee O^Qm all; doubt concerning it, as from' doubting of 
the clearest mathematical demonstration. So that this is 
to be entertained as a firm principle, by all those who pre- 
tend to be certain of any thing at all, that whea any thing 
is proved by as good arguments as that thing is capable ot^ 
and we have as great assurance that it is,as we could possibly 
have supposing it were, we ought not in reason to make any 
doubt of the existence of that thing. Tillotson. 

B 
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we scruple to give our assent to the sacred 
writings, upon as good evidence as we have 
for the truth of any other history ? 

Indeed, we have a stronger evidence in their 
favour, than we have for the truth of any other 
writings ; since it has not been in the power of 
any man, no not even their greatest enemies, 
from the day they were first published to 
this very day, to prove one single fact to be 
erroneous or false : and we have profane history 
to testify, that those memorable events which 
are recorded in the sacred scriptures, did not 
happen in a corner, but were well known to 
all the world. This is what I mean by the tes- 
timony of the holy Spirit ; as none but an all- 
seeing God can declare future events. I come 
now as was proposed, in the 

Second place, to shew that the scripttires, 
by their own intrinsic excellence, confirm their, 
divinity. 

As there never has been any body of laws 
so admirably contrived to enforce virtue, and 
discountenance vice, as those contained in the 
gospel, it is reasonable to conclude that they 
are undoubtedly a true revelation of the will of 
God, and are the result of infinite knowledge, 
and profound wisdom. This will appear more 
clear, wlien we take a particular atid 'distinct 
survey of them. 

Thus the doctrines are so pure, so sublime, 
and spiritual, as plainly to demonstrate, that 
no human creature could iever reveal them ; 
so mysterious, so perfectly holy, that we 
must be convinced they never could be the 
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product of the fallible understanding of a niere 
man; they are so profound, that the angels 
of heaven earnestly pry, and desire to look 
into them. 

What a wonderful mystery is the ever blessed 
Trinity ; the unspotted conception and incar- 
nation of the blessed Jesus; his humbling 
himself to stoop to the infirmities of human 
nature ; his meritorious passion, suffering, and 
death upon the cross for lost sinners ; his 
glorious resurrection from the dead, and tri- 
umphant ascension into heaven ; his future 
coming to judge the world, when all nations 
shall be {summoned before him to answer for 
their actions, and receive their just reward ! 
For God hath appointed a day^ in the which 
he will judge I he world in righteousness. Acts 
xvii, 31. 

These are things greatly out of the reach of 
human reason to conceive ; and their truth 
cannot be destroyed by the malice of the devil, 
their greatest enemy. 

Again ; When we examine the practical part 
of the gospel, and find what precepts it pro- 
pounds for the government of our lives arid 
actions, we must be more fully convinced of 
its divinity ; because every precept in it tends 
to rectify the errors of mankind, and promote 
their happiness. And is not this worthy of the 
Divine Behig ? 

The lawgivers of Greece and Rome never 
laid dqwn any systym of laws equal to those 
in the new Testament ; not even Moses himself 

B 3 
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among the Je«i^s. For though the prrcepts 
of the Gospel have their foundation in the 
moral law, or ten comman lment5, ret ther add 
greater liglit and dignity to it : lUey iaprove 
morality to a much higlier pitch than ever it 
was taui^ht in anv of the academies of Greece, 
or svnasro^Ties of the Jew<. It restrains on: 
most imvard thoughts, a> well as our outward 
actions. 

Solon nor Lycurgus, the lawgivers of 
Greece ; Numa, of Rome ; even ^lose^ among 
the Jews, never taught their disciples that 
heart-revenge was murder; that a wanton 
glance was adultery, and that a man might be 
criminal in his heart without proceeding to the 
outT* ard act. 

But in the gospel, we leam better things. 
There is not a precept in it but com- 
mands virtue, or forbids vice, even in the 
least degree imaginable. Tliis will appear 
very plain to those who make the holy scrip- 
ture their study ; aud not only so, but wlien read 
w ith an honest and good heart, it will produce 
its good effects on their minds and practice. 

To conclude this particular, had we not the 
evidence of miracles to confirm its divinitv, 
yet such is the exalted tendency of its pre- 
cepts, tliat that alone is sufficient to convince 
us, that it came from an infinitely wise and 
good Beine. 

Again; If we look into the nature of the 
rewards and punishments mentioned in scrip- 
ture, we shall find that thev are the most 
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suitable, the most powerful iiulucements to a ra- 
tional creature, diligently to practise the duties 
it commands, and avoid those vices it forbids. 

The all-wise and supreme God, who per- 
fectly understands the nature and disposition 
of his creatures, has suited his sanctions 
the more^ effectually to work upon the pre- 
vailing passions of our nature, the hopes of 
a most glorious reward, or the fears of an 
eternity of punishment. 

What can be conceived more enticing and 
desirable, or more conducive to eng^e us to 
the practice of virtue, than the hopes and 
assurance of a blessed reward in the regions of 
the blessed ? And what can be a more effec- 
tual motive to deter n» from sin than the fear 
and certainty of future punishment with the 
devil and his angels ? 

If any thing can allay the heats and disorders 
of a distempered soul, it must be the comfort- 
able reliance upon the promises of God in Christ 
Jesiis; and the want of these was the great 
defect of all religions, 'till the revelation of 
the gospel of Christ : therefore St. Paul may 
well certify us, in the words of the text, that the 
gospel which he preached was not after man^for 
he neither received it of man, neither was he 
tavght ity but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

For let any man consider the state of the 
heathen world. Could they, by the dim light of 
nature, attain to the knowledge of a future state, 
and the rewards and punishments consequent 
upon it ? No they could not. 'Tis true the 
more knowing sort of them did think that their 
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.u, ami t-hat they should de- 

^ i^ J place where they should 

^iKi:> and relations; but all 

»'vii\l never give them the least 

?* ,^» hope for so gr^^at a reward as 

*^,»vHinds; because the services the 

perform are not adequate to so 






, o-s Plato, and their disciples, talked 
a state of future happiness: but 
^ ,,at a small number there was of these 
>a compared with those who believed 
a; •»!' <>f the matter. And what strength 
^;, arGfuments carry with them ? They 
^v \vcak, and very insufficient to reclaim 
at sjrown old in vice and wickedness. 
^,0 lUrther, and look into the state of man- 
,,^i under the dispensahon of Moses, does it 
,M*urniuch more perfect? Very little: for 
,T.»«Kh the Jews had several valuable prec^ts, 
^^v| ilipy wem enforced by no express promises 
^»i' eternal life, nor threaten ings of eternal mi- 
^-ry ; nor did they know any thing of a life to 
iH>nie, but by the obscure intimations or tradi- 
tions of their iuspire<l men. And that this was 
really the case, is evident from the sect of Sa- 
duces, Mhich was very numerous among the 
Jews, who denied that there was either resurrec- 
tion, angel, or spirit : and the question which 
they put to our Saviour touching the resurrec- 
tion, plainly confirms it. But, blessed be God, 
the matter is now put beyond all doubt, by the 
appearance of our liedeemer, who hath brought 
life and immorlalifr/ to light through the gospel. 
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All this considered, have we not the greatest 
encouragement imaginable, to live as becomes 
the gospel of Christ, in all soberness and honesty ? 
What shall we say for ourselves if we neglect so 
great salvation ? Is eternal punishment then 
too much for us ? Too much for a sinner who 
will seek his own destruction in spite of all the 
warnings of the gospel ? No, if he perish, it 
is no more than his desert. And he will be 
more inexcuseable than a Jew, or a Turk, if he 
continues in his sins, after all these glorious 
discoveries of the gospel. 

If he is not bettered by these means of grace, 
what can he expect but a fearful lookfng for of 
judgment and liery indignation? He has no- 
thing to plead in his excuse, because his duty is 
plain. There are set before him life and immor- 
tality, as the reward of virtue ; and death and 
hell, as the consequence of vice. His will is free, 
so that it is in his power to chuse which he thinks 
most desirable ; and though the devil is his 
powerful enemy, yet his Redeemer's grace is 
sufficient for him; therefore if he fail of ever- 
lasting happiness, the fault is in himself. 

Again ; Rules of practice are always the most 
excellent, M^hen delivered in a style the most 
plain and simple. By this means they will be 
universally understood, and become a public 
benefit. No writings, then, are so worthy of 
that character as the holy scriptures, wherein 
every precept is suitable to the capacity of the 
most ignorant. 

In human writings, even the most correct of 
them, you will find a great deal of vain and 
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UDprofltable argumentation, which, when com* 
pared with the scriptures, is like holding a 
candle to the sun. 

But in this divine book of knowledge, every 
page glows with purity and excellence ; every 
chapter, every verse, produces sontcthing 
pleasing and instructive to a pious mind ! 

It may be objected, that there are many pas- 
sages in the Bible hard to be understood, and 
not within the compass of an ordinary capacity. 
To this I say, that though there are passages in 
scripture obscure, and not quite so intelligible 
to some, yet they are such as no way disturb 
the truth ; but are hi?torical, or relate only to 
some rules of practice peculiar to the times in 
which they were transacted.. But the practical 
parts of our duty, as delivered in these sacred- re- 
cords, are very clear to the lowest understanding. 

The terms of salvation are too clear to any 
man to form an excuse for the neglect of his 
duty, either to God, his neighbour, or himself. 
He can easily understand the meaning of such 
scriptures as these. " This is a true saying, and 
uorthi) to be received, that Christ Jesus came info 
the world to save sinners. Without faith it is im- 
possible to please God. Without holiness, no man 
shall see the Lord'' These are so self-evident, that 
nothing but wilful and downright obstinacy can 
hinder him from knowing what they mean. 
And they are such as these which make up the 
whole substance of the gospel. We may there- 
fore conclude with St. Paul, " If our gospel be 
hid, it is hid to those that are lost, in whom the 
God of this world hath blinded the eyes of thein 
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that believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ shouLl shine unto ttiem. 

Again, we find every truth in the gospel en- 
forced with the greatest authority and affection ; 
with a just mixture of severity and condescen- 
sion, so as the more eflectualfy to work upon 
the mind of a reasonable creature. 

A viciouS'inai), that hardens'bimself in wicked- 
ness, is there threatened with eternal punish- 
ment in a lake ,of fire and brimstone, which 
burns for ever and ever. ^^ Fat the wrath of 
^God is revealed from heaven agaifist all ungod- 
liness, and unrighteousness of meny who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness.'' Rom. i, 18. *^ Who 
shall be cast into hell, into the, fire that never shall 
be quenohed : zi^here their worm dieth not, and tlie 
^fire is not quenched J* Mark ix. 45—6. 

But a Qian that is good, who does justly, 

lovesvmercy, and walks humbly witb^isGod, is 

xomfort^ '>by the glorious promises of living 

- with^iGiidy nad j ust men made pei^et, to endles[s 

-^^agei.- i** Th^se that are ^z/iW,"says the apostle, 

." and remain, shall be caught up together with 

fthem-^ into the clouds^ to meet the Lord in the air : 

and so jkaliwe^ever be with the Lord" 

« Again, what^tepderness and compassion are in 

these woixls : *^ Come unto me all ye thai labour 

^and itre heavy laden : take my yoke upon ^vou and 

Ijtarnofmeyfor 1 am m^ekandbwly, and ye shall 

find pest, unto your souls, Oli Jerusalem, Jerthsalem, 

Jhozd Miften 'W&uld I have gathered thee as a hen 

galhereth her chickens under her wings, but thou 

Xx)&uldest^aot. /" And, " Oh that thou hadst known 

ihe things which belong to thy peace !*' Such tender 
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and mapestic expmsioiis ai once somj mots* 
the pas&ionj, and str&e ccBiictioB mto the sobL 

From wbsa has been :»id, we m^j rest assnrai 
that iMt g&ipei is woi ^Ser mam, for St. PaxL 
ntiihier reetittd ii ^ mmm^ meUhrr ir«r it iamgit 
ii, b»i hftktrecdmiiam^ Jems Christ. 

The huereoces that 1 sfaaH diiav firom this 
.discourse are, that since the gospel eridcDtly 
appears to be the inspired void of God, and a^ 
the terms of salvation and happiness are there 
reTealed, it higfalj becomes those who Talne 
their greatest interest to regnlate thor lirei 
and actions acootdiog to its precepts. 

Let no man thai sar his fiudi onlr shall sare 
him. He most lu^ think a bare bdief of the 
truths of the gospel, without fMactical holiness, 
will bring him to hearen ; for, however he maj 
deceive himself, ^ God is noi mocked^ for wrkat'- 
soever a mam sctceih that skail he also rtap.** 
Uur faith, without it be lively and operative, 
will profit him nothing. It he will credit scrip- 
ture, be will find that St Peter tells him, that a 
man is justified by tcorks^ amd ao/ b^f faith only, 
implying, that it is such a faith as makes a man 
fruitful in good works, in his life and conversa- 
.tion, and not a bare leaning upon Christ for 
salvation, whether we are wicked or virtuoua. 

A man may talk plausibly about religion, 
and tell you be believes that Christ will save 
him, and, at the same time, be a wicked pharisee. 
But bis life and manners must be answerable to 
bis faith, or else his nice arguiugs and subtle 
reasonings about religion will profit him nothing. 
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It was not the design of the ;s;ospel to make 
Ynen Christians in name^ but Christians in deed 
and truth : to teach them to get victorious over 
their con*upt inclinations^ and to subdue the 
flesh to the spirit. Wherefore, my brethren, 
" Let us cleanse ourselves from all pithiness of 
flesh and spirit^ perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.'* And let us put a due esteem and value 
upon the scriptures, as being verily persuaded 
that they are the word of God. Let us r^ad 
them with seriousness and consideration, and 
talk of them with reverence and simplicity; and 
not, as is too much the case, make them the sub- 
ject of ridicule. The contempt they meet with 
from libertines and idle people, and the scan-* 
dalous liberty that many Christians (if they can 
be called such) have taken in perverting them to 
the most wicked purposes, is too well known. 

Every intelligent person will easily discover 
the fatal consequences of the abuse of scripture ; 
for when a man begins to lessen his esteem for 
them, he will not read them with that seriousness 
and attention which is requisite, in order to 
induce him to follow the rules they prescribe ; 
and when once he makes them the standard of 
wit and humour, they will soon qease to be the 
rule of his life and actions. 

But, my brethren, I am persuaded better 
things of 3^ou. I know you believe the gospel, 
and will rest satisfied with the assurance St. 
Paul has given you, that he received it by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 
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Mark, xi. 22. 



Have Faith in GOD. 
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Faith is undoubtedly the essence of Chris- 
tianity. It is therefore .highly reasonable that 
we should endeavour to get a true notion of it ; 
. and the more so, as it has been misrepresented, 
not only by weak Christians, but by ignorant 
and designing men. 

Malicious libertines despise it, and make it 
the subject of ridicule. Weak Christians mis- 
take it, and represent it in a very false and ab- 
surd light. . 

Thus faith, which is the principal support 
and foundation ot religion, suffers as much by 
its injudicious friends as it does by its malig- 
nant enemies. The weak Christian gives him- 
self up to a blind credulity without reason or 
consideration, and is therefore justly termed aa 
enthusiast. The malicious libertine, by an 
obstinate and capricious humour, denies every 
thing that wants the evidence of sense to sup- 
port it; and theretbre is very justly styled a 
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sceptic. Now, in order that we may arrive to 
a true notion of faith, I shall make it the 
business of this discourse. 

First, To shew what it is that we, as Christians, 
are bound to believe. 

Secondly, I shall point out wherein this doc- 
trine of faith is misunderstood by the iriends 
and by the enemies of Christianity. 

Lastly, I shall conclude with some inferences 
suitable to the subject. 

First, then, I am to shew what it is that we 
as Christians, are bound to believe. 

In order to this, I shall take notice of 
several very remarkable instances of faith, 
recorded in scripture, for our instruction.— 
-The 11th chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the 
Hebrews treats entirely of faith. It begins 
with telling us, tliat." Faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen^ 

JNow it is very evident, that the things 
hoped for by. the patriarchs were the rewards 
that God had promised to the upright, as we 
shall see very plain when we read this chapter, . 
which is as follows. " By faith Abraham when 
he was cabled to go out into a place which he 
s/iould after receive as an inheritance, obeyedJ*^ 
•* Throt^gh faith also Sarah had a child when 
she was past age, because she judged him failh- 
ful who had promised'^ " By faith Isaac blessed 
Jacob and Esau concerning things to eome.^-^ 
" By faith Jacob when.he was a dying blessed both 
the sons of Joseph.'' " By Jaith Joseph when he 
died, made mention of the departifig of the 
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Hildtm of Israel ;*^' i, e. he feeUeved God iImW; 
lie would, notwithstanding cbey were then in 
Egypt, bring them into the land of C^anaan, 
asfee had^jromised. " Byfaithy Moses reused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh^s daughter ; chose 
to suffer xrfflictiony esteemed the reproach of 
"Christ more than the treasures of Egypt. ^^ ^* By 
faith the Israelites passed through the Red Sea^ 
** By faith the walls of Jericho feUdotvn / ' * ^ -% 
fail h the harlot liahab uas saved.*' And many 
t)l?her instances we have of Gideon, Barak and 
Sampson ; of David also^ and Samuel, " Who 
through faith subdued kingdoms^ stopped the 
mcMths 0/ lionSy turned armies to flighty endured 
<ritel mockings and scoytrgings^ and wandered 
about clad in skins of sheep and goats ; of whom 
tJie world ivas not tvorthy^ and for zohom God 
liad prepared a city.*' 1 hese are eminenci in- 
stances of faith. And did not this feilb consist, 
in a trust in the promises of God? yesjtbey 
believed him faithful who had promised, and 
they ' vnere not disappointed . 

When Abraham, as we read in ^the l^th 
chapter of Genes^isj, left his country^ and ^ his 
idmired^ and his fatJiei'*s house, to go into^Aand 
xdiich the Lord had premised him, >what was it 
'but that he believed and trusted in the. promises 
of God ? He believed timt his gracious bene-^ 
factor \ras ;abJe ^iiii woald ceilainly give hinq, 
the promised bleiss^ings. 

" MraJiam Relieved in God, ami it tvas'^c-* 
c^mnicd'UHlo Jiimf^r rigkJe&us»ess ;'^ iiot- becawse 
he bdieved there was a God, but because 
when God had })roiiiise(d him :a son in liis okl 
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fc^e, ^e beli ved that he could a?)d would 2:ive 
him the blessing which he had promised : 
and upon this account righteousness was im- 
puted to him* 

When Moses despised the honours and trea- 
sures of Egypt, what was it for? He did not 
despise them because it was a poor honour 
to govern a parcel of slaves ; no, but lie had 
respect unto the recompence ^of reward. lie 
had his eye upon the promised blessings ; an I' 
this, without any earthly assistance, made 
him forsake Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the king. Through faith, therefore, he en- 
dured as seeing him who is invisible. He 
saw the arm of God, by faith, stretched out 
for his deliverance, and that encouraged him 
to encounter the many difficulties and ob- 
jections which he made when he recei\ed his 
commission. 

In short, when Gideon, and Barak, and the 
jest of the judges of Israel; and Saul, and 
l^avid, and the other kings of Israel ; I say, 
IvheneVei* they went forth against their ene- 
mies, Uiider a promise from CJ od that he would 
deliver them into their hands, they trusted in 
the promises of God, and therefore were always 
Tictorious. 

Fram all these lems^rkable instances of 
faith, it evidently appears that a true faith 
consists in a firm belief of the promises of 
God, a sure persuasion and steady confidence 
that God can, and certainly will^ perfoim what 
lie promis9ii« 

X> ■ 
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Hill \\i\n in not a!i that a ChrLstian is bocnd 
In lirlicv*', A ChrVran mun belies e the doc- 
llliWN of thrr eoffp'-I re!a*:re to Jesx:* Chrift, 
llir inillior arid fiDr.rSrr of r.nr fa:th. ^Vcd thev 
<irr, I hut ChrUt U t^#^ ociv l-^r-.tten son of 
({r«l, !>^j?oltr'ri of K'^ Tether b^tVre all worlds ; 
rMifir into thf; wor! i 'o ^are ^i^.^,e^5; suffered 
(\rii\U upon th^r crc^?, ?o as to die ro more j 
ttnri^tuU'A (m thf: pre^rrJice of m^uy' into heaven, 
fifid iiutrf: Sits at t!..? rislit hand of Goii, vhefe 
Iir riovr rfrijn^s and intercedes for his faithful 
f/>lloH'^rs and will continue to do so to thte 
rrid of the morld : that he n-ill come in gloiy 
to jiidjro the- quick and the dea?l, and v ill re- 
warrl th^rm according to their deeds here on 
f*ftrUi f M ill doom the wicked to hell, where 
t)ury f.Kall, for ever, undergo the most in- 
/roiiooivablo torments : and \n\l welcome the 
nprhtf:OHii into heaven, v. here they shall enjoy 
an uniiitemipted duration of endless felicity 
and ^tory : and to sum up all, he must beliere 
that the miracles of Christ, and the doctrines of 
tlio apostles, proceed from the power of the 
holy Spirit of God. 

But the blessings annexed to faith do not 
procv^ed only from a bare pei'siiasion of tHe 
irxistence of God, or the incarnation and sruf- 
fenngs of Jesus Christ ; but fr6m a firm ttnd 
Hiotuly confidence that God can, and 'wfll 
Hurely t»erform what he promises. It was this 
t at placed the apostles on so many thrones 
to Judge the tv^elve tribes 6f * Israel ; the^y 
had in view those glorious rewards prOnttsed 



by, their Lord and; Master ta those who shouW 
endure to the ei^d. This, ipade them out- 
brave every difficulty, and suffer persecution 
with chearfulness and courage ; they suffered 
hunger and thirst, cold and nakedness, bonds, 
and even death itself; they were npt only 
ready to be bound but to di^ for the Lord 
Jesus. 

These men, surely, were npt 30 niad as to 
undergo all these sufferings for the sake of 
^ufferipg ! They could ijot' be so fool-hardy 
as to ^ncountei: thp united malice of the 
Jews and Gentiles, only because they be- 
lieved that Jesus was the Messiah, the son 
of God ! No, they trusted in his promises, 
^hey believed him powerful to bestow on 
theij^ infinite rewards, and faithful to perform 
l^s promises,. 

From all which it evidently appears, that 
it is not only believing the doctrines of the 
gospel, and that Christ and his apostles acted 
and \vi:ote by the power and spirit of Gjdf, 
Ipiut it is also a firm belief, that God can and 
will, most surely, perform his promises : 
and tliat is the true faith upon which the 
blessings of anotljier life are founded. 1 come 
i^ow. 

Secondly, To point out \vherein this doctrinr 
C|f faith is fliisunderstoo4 l?y t^^ frieiids and by 
the eneipies q( Christianity, 

Those who th^nk themselves friends to the 
gojspel o( Christ, (thqi^gh in reality they ^rc 
not) tl^ink ^h^t the bare persuasiua that. 
Christ {S tlw lamb of Cody that takcth axcay the 
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sins of flie worlds and through faith ra hi« 
blood they will receive remission of their*: 
sins, and enjoy evevy other benefit of hi« 
f assion : and on this belief only they hope for 
salvation. 

But this is a very dangerous mistake, pro- 
pagated by too many of those who would pass 
lor the only true gospel preachers ; and indeed 
they do so by many ignorant and illiterate 
people, M ho give themselves up to a blind cre- 
dulity, and suffer thehiselves to be led away 
from the established church by every one who 
pretends to a more than ordinaiy share of the 
lioly Spirit. 

This mistaken notion of faith, I say, is 
extremely dangerous, because it disserves the 
great end of the gospel ; which is to bring 
every sinner to repentance, and to make him 
love God with sincerity, and his neighbour as 
himself. 

And how can he love God with sincerity, if he 
' lives in an habitual violation of his laws? How 
can he love his neighbour as himself, if he do 
not shew him all possible acts of kindness ? 
And yet this kmd of faith, which I am speaking 
of, will admit of his neglect of these things, 
and at: the same time he may rest assured of 
salvation. A most fa!al mistake ! that leads men 
to be remiss in the most valuable of Christian 
duties ! and casts a vile odium upon our most 
holy religion ! If this is a true faith, let us 
revert the disc p'e's question to our Saviour, 
and ask who then can be damned ? \ protest I 
know not. For in this case, the hypocrite^ 
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the libertine, the cheat, the murderer, the sen- 
sualist, and in a word, the vilest sinner that we 
can think of, is at liberty to follow his vicious, 
inclinations here, and yet, by only believing 
that Christ died for his sins, escape the curses 
of the law , and possess a state of happiness 
hereafter ! 

Now, my brethren, what do you think of 
such a faith as this ? Can there be any thing 
more grateful to flesh and blood than it is? 
Nothing can; it will suit any one^ and we 
shall find few without it. 

But then it may be objected, what does St. 
Paul mean, when he talks so much of being 
justified by faith, if it is not a belief in the 
merits of Christ for salvation, without any 
works of our own ? Though St. Paul tells us 
we are justified by faith only, yet it is not this 
mistaken faith ; it is a faith that works by love. 
A man is justitied by faith, and faith is justified 
by works. And this is verified not only by our 
own reason, but by the testimony of St. Peter. 
^* Whai doth it prc/fit my brethren,' says he, 
** though a man say he hath faiUiy and have not 
works? Canjaith save him? If a brother or 
a sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 
and one of you say unto them, depart in peace, 
be ye warmed, and be ye filled ; notwithstanding 
ye give them not those things which are needful to 
the body ; what doth it profit ? Even so taith, if 
it hath not works, is dead, being alone.'* It is 
nothing more than a bare insignificant belief, 
and hath nothing to make it acceptable to God. 
^* Vea a man may say^* sa^s the Apostle, 
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*^ I'hqui hastfaifhy and 1 have xvprks : shew me 
ih/ faith ivitlwHt thy works^ and / will shew the€ 
finf'Jdith by mt/ works.'* 

Sla^you see by these pla^o texta of scripture, 
^kat by works it is that faith is made p.erfecrfe. 
And when St. Paul talks so much, in the 3d 
and 4th chapters of his Epistle to the Romans, 
about being justified by faith, it was in oppo- 
nition to the works of the la^vv of Moses. 

Many of the Jews who were jiust converted 
to Christianity, though they believed that Jesus 
Christ was the son of God, yet they thought it 
was still oiec^s^ary to circumcise and keep the 
ceresKNiial law. U'pon which St. Paul, to 
convince them of their mistake,, tells them that 
^ th^ dfitds of th^ biW^ shaU no ffsh be jus ified. 
And though St. James says expressly that a 
man is justified by works, and not by faith 
only, he does not contradict St. Paul. He 
does not aay a ^aan is justified by the works 
cf the ceremonial . law, but by the works of 
humanity and Christian Ipve; and this, not 
through any merit in the man, ;^s though he 
deserved a reward for his good actions; be- 
catisie it is well known that no man c^* per- 
form a perfect obedience to Qod's law» but 
it i* by the fiee love of God that we are 
jttatified through the merits of Jesus. Christs 
who hath already made satisfaction to the 
divine Justice for our breach of his command- 
ments. 

It it clear then, that when St. Paul tells 
them they are justified by faith, it is not in 
opposition to such good works, as prayer to 



CLEARLY STATJEb. " A 

God, afcts of charity to our fellow creatures, 
and a sincere obedience to the precepts of the 
gospel. 

No, it is by such a faith only as is pro- 
ductive of thesie good works; and yet we 
have nothing to boast of, because there is neither 
merit In our 'faith nor our works in the sight 
of 'God; by which 1 mean, they cannot merit 
heaven. But God has made our faith and 
good works the conditions of our salvation, 
not for arify merit in either, but only through 
the merits of Jesus Christ : the nierit is ^11 
in liim. 

This, *to every serious mind, will appear to 
be a clear explication of the doctrine of faith. 
But how many do we meet with who adhere 
tothe^most extravagant doctrines of' their own 
^ect; ^aTid without any examination, receive 
what should be searched into with the uttnost 
tore airtt circumspection. 

But, my brethren, shotild -we not, , before 
we believe a doctrine, examine whether it be 
possible or useful? whether it be consistent 
Mith reason and correspondent to truth? whether 
5t is scriptural, and agreeable to piety and 
holiness? surely we should. ^Fur all thos'e 
doctrines that will not stand the* test 6f such 
an examination, we mav be assured are 'the 
dotrtriiles of nien, and not of God; and those 
who •propagate them are most justly to be 
looked upon as actuated by pride, ignorance, 
corruption, and destitution of the* truth. 

^A good and conscientious man is startled at 
it faith "pregnant with absnrdities^ ; and the 
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libertine treats it (as it deserves) with con-» 
tempt and ridicule, and from thence concludes 
that the whole Christian religion is a scheme ot 
error and delusion. And as the libertine i« 
always ready to take every advantage given 
him by weak Christians against their religion, 

• here, he thinks, is a fine opening for him. He 
would want no assistance to overturn such a 
doctrine of faith as this is, but imagines he 
can, do it at once; having, as he supposes, a 
powerful battery of his own always in readiness 

' io play against it. 

What is this faith, says he ? It is no part 
•of a virtuous character; on the contrary, it is 
folly to believe a thing that is not evident 
to my senses ; and when it is evident to mjr 
senses, I cannot withhold my assent. But as 
no man can see beyond his horizon, so neither 
caii he believe beyond his reason. 

This is too vague an argument too carry any 
force with it ; for if foith depends upon irre- 
sistible evidence only, why do the scriptures all 
along promise so many blessings to it? Or, 
why are we said to be saved by faith, m hen, if 
we take it in this light, the greatest libertine is 
not without it ? 

To this the libertine may say, " I believe 
nothing of the scriptures, therefore have no- 
thing to do with them. I have no opinion of 
mysteries, nature and reason shall be my guide ; 
let others who chuse it go by the ignis fatuus^ 
of enthusiasm. 

Well, we will argue with him from nature 
and reason. Nature instjructs c^ery one, wb# 
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has the least degree of reflection, that there is 
a God that created him, and has made him to 
know good from evil ; and has also left him 
at liberty to chase which he will: it must then, 
naturally follow, tliat this God will reward or 
punish him accordinglj^. Without this persua- 
sion, there could he no religion at all ; and it 
must be the hope of recommending themselves 
to the favour of the supreme being that in- 
fluences the conduct of such as walk by the 
light of nature. 

And, pray now, what does Revelation re- 
quire more than to believe that God is the 
rewarder of all them that diligently seek him ? 
Does that which is an article of faith, under 
the light of nature, cease to be so because it 
becomes a branch of Revelation ? Shall a 
man believe those things which nature suggests, 
and disbelieve them after they have been con- 
firmed to him by the Author of nature ? Mon- 
strous partiality ! and perverseness indeed ! 

Faith, says St. Paul, is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. What were the things hoped for before 
the publication of the gospel ? Were they not 
the rewards that God would give to the upright ? 
What are the things not seen under the gospel 
dispensation ? Are they not the promised 
blessings- of heaven, through Jesus Christ ? 
Where then is the mystery that the libertine 
has no opinion of? 

In shprt, faith is the eye of reason, which 
will direct such benighted mortals as walk by 
the light of nature to the regions of bliss and 
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immorlality ! It will influence their behaviour 
in this life, and will support them under tlie 
uncertainty of things hoi>ed for. 

But what a comfort mubt it be to a good 
Qiristian, that his faith is established upon a 
much surer foundation than it could possibly 
be under the light of nature ! Then there was 
no certainty of such glorious rewaixls as we 
have now ; they were only presumptive and 
hoped for, but now are ascertained by Jesus 
Christ, ivho hufh brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. It must therefore be 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eves, and 
the, pride of life, that war against the Christian 
faith. 

It does not relish with the carnal man to be* 
lieve that Jesus is the son of God; that he 
took man's nature uppn him for our redemp* 
tion ; that he proved his divinity by miracles 
aud wonders; that he has made known the will 
of his Father, which is to reward the righteous 
with inconceiveable blessings, and punish the 
wicked with as inconceivable torments ; these 
are such mortal stabs to sense and appetite, 
which are the enemies of faith, that it is not 
at all surprising to find so httle of it amongst 
inconsiderate men. After arguing with the 
libertine from nature, let us see what reason 
dictates. 

If we consult that, it will tdl us, that such 
a faith as is founded upon demonstration, is 
not so valuable as that which is built upon 
probable evidence only. Because a faith re- 
sulting from the conviction of eur senses, com- 
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fnands cmr assent without the least hesitation 
or difficultj. Whereas that which proceeds 
from probable evidence, has many diflicolties 
to encounter, many prejiuiicej^ to get over ; 
which can be done only by st^rious reflection, 
and impartial enquiry ; and does, upon that 
' account, require a more f^enerous and honest 
disposition, than that which proceeds from sen- 
sible conviction. 

If we value the authority of scripture, we 
may confirm this by what Thomas vsai<l con- 
cerning the resurrection of Christ. " Ewepty' 
says he, " / shall see in his hands- the print of 
the nailsy and put my^fiTis^er info the print of the 
nmlsy and thrust my hand into his sid(\ I toilL na^ 
believe.'* But when our Saviour condescended 
to Fcnoove his caprice and obstinacy, he, in a?i 
ecstasy of joy, cries out. My Lord, and my 
GodF 

Yo«i see be moKie no difficulty to believe, 
when he was convinced bv the evidence of his 
senses. But what said Cbrist ? '« ThomaSy be- 
casutse thou hast seen me, t/wn hast btUeved : 
blessed are tliey, that have not secriy a -id yet have 
beliefsed:^' and in this rank of the blessed aro 
all; trtie believers atthixS da v. 

No'W, if there be any difference between a 
man that makes use of his reason, and diligen^tly 
examines tifae credibility of things, and one who 
gives himself iftp to a hazardous and implicit 
iaith,. witbou* reason or consideration; crr- 
tainly the one, as he acts like a rational crea- 
ture. mav be called a virtuous man, and de- 
pervedly rewacded J the other, as he gives up 
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his reason and debases himself below the brute 
creation, may be termed a vicious man, and de- 
servedly punished. 

Give me leave, now, to draw an inference or 
two, by way of conclusion. 

And. first, as this doctrine of faith is misun- 
derstood, and represented in a false light by 
enemies and injudicious friends, v/e should be 
upon our guard, and take care that we are not 
deceived, but consult the scriptures alone for 
information 

But if, after all, ^ve should happen to be 
misled by those who put false glosses upon this 
doctrine, we must be careful on the one hand, 
that it proceeds from a defect in our under- 
standings, and not from an inclination to this or 
that opinion ; so, on the other side, w^e must 
renounce all scepticism, and where we find 
such evidence as would command our assent 
in a thing of less moment, than that of our 
salvation, we should pay the greatest defference 
and respect to it imaginable. 

Indeed, when a man has been bred up in an 
erroneous opinion, and through prejudice of 
education, and inability to judge properly, 
steadily adheres to it, as being verily persuaded 
of its truth, he certainly deserves all the candour 
and charity that we are capable of giving. 

But when, on the contrary, a man disregards 
religion and virtue, and lives an immoral and 
abandoned life ; w hen he thinks it a matter of 
no consequence whether he does any good 
action or not; of no consequence whether he 
keeps holy the sabbath^ or goes to any place of 



CLEARLY STATED. 57 

'loublic worship ; but thinks a bare leaning upon 
Christ for salvation will save him. Or when he 
imagines he has nothing more to do but to 
come unto Christ just as he is; to carry nothing 
^ith him but his sins, in order that they may be 
washed away by the blood of the lamb ; I say, 
ivhen this is the case, we must pronounce him 
^o be in a dangerous situation, or else allow that 
the gospel contradicts itself. 

The language of scripture is, " Repent and 
be baptized for the remission ^of sins,^^ which im- 
plies that we are not to come unto Christ by a 
bare belief in his merits only, but we must 
bring our repentance along with us. And our 
repentance must be sincere too, such as is 
proved by a reformation of life and manners. 
And, when we have done all, we must acknow- 
ledge ourselves unprofitable servants ; that we 
liave done that \Ahich was our duty to do, and 
not arrogate the least merit to ourselves, but 
iillow all the merit to be in Christ. 

Another inference is, that we take care to be 
of the number of those faithful whom Christ 
will take with him into glory, when he comes 
to judge the world. For as we must all appear, 
in the day of judgment, before a most awful 
tribunal, to answer for every action and most 
secret thought ; and as we know not how soon 
we shall be called off this earthly stage, it must 
be of the greatest importance to us to be pre- 
pared for the coming of our blessed Master, by 
a true faith, productive of good works. 

The faithful Christian, that " staggers not at 
the promises of God through tinbdiefy' shall then 
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meet witli a most glork>ws reward from a 
Yighteous Judge, who hath promibcd him a 
crown of life ! 

But the wicked sinner, who hath slighted the 
terms of salvation, and neglecteci the day of 
grace, shall be doomed to eternal misery. 

Let the sinner then, whoever he is, consider 
Ais, and be wise before it be too late ; let h»m 
lay aside his contempt of God and religion, and 
he assured that what St. Paul says is true — ** T/te 
just shall live fn/ faith.** Purify, therefore, your 
hearts by faith: have faith in God, and be 
persuaded, that what God hath promised he is 
fiiithful to perform ; and this will lead you to 
renounce the world and its enjoyments ; to set 
your affections upon things above ; to endure 
the seafning hardships of virtue, for the uiween, 
though promised joys of heaven ; and lead you 
at fest to the end of your faith, even the salvation 
of 3^ur souls. 
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2 Corinthians, vii. 9. 

Now 1 7*€Joice, not that ye xcere made sorry ^ huf 
that yc sorrowed to repentance. 



In order to find out the occasion of thet^e 
words, we will look into the context, where 
we shall find that St. Paul (in the foregoing* 
chapter) had wrote a very affectionate epistle 
to the Corinthians, wherein he informed them 
of the many sufferings he and his fellow la- 
bourers in the gospel underwent for the truth 
of what they had preached ; and having ex- 
horted them to purity of life, is informed by 
Titus, whom he meets at Macedonia, that it 
had so good an effect upon them, as to produce 
a godly sorrow in their minds, which led them 
to repentance. 

Their godly sorrow led them to be more 
watchful and circumspect over their lives and 
actions ; they examined themselves, were sorry 
for their evil doings, and their sorrow w^ub 
godly, which produced a reformation- 
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And this will appear very plain to any one 
■who reads this epistle, from whence my text is 
taken. At the 1 1 th yerse are these words : 
" ]For behold, this self same thing that ye sorroxi)ed 
nfter a godly sort, what carefulness it wrdugfit in 
you J yea, what clearing of yourselves^ yeal zoh'at 
indignation^ yea, wha\ fear, yea, whdt vehement 
desire, jjetf, what zeaU y^d, what revenge ! In 
all things you have approved yourselves' to be dear 
in this matter !• . . / 

As if he had said, " It appears very evident, 
that your sorrow was of a' godly ' sort, because 
it madfe you more careful of yoiirselvi^s ' in 
your lives and actions. Ifdii' divested your- 
selves of every evil to which you had been 
before addicted ; and, with ' indignation, con- 
demned yourselves for your past foUiesV You 
dreaded the vengeance of God, which you 
knew you then justly deserved, therfefofe you 
earnestly desired to ' be renew;ed iri Christ, and 
were passionately desirous of the glory of God, 
and your own welfare. / All these instances oF 
a sincere repentahpe,! iijiake it very clear that 
yon are truly sorry for your sins." 

" Now I rejoice, riot thai you were made sorry, ' 
but that ye sorrpfiued to repentance.'' 

paving thus bpeiieci iiiy text, 1 proceed now, 
in the.. _ ■ * 'V • ■;' ' " ' ^! . ' 

Fir$it places To shew the true nature of* re- 
.pentance. 

^ Secondly, To removp some prevailing mis- 
takes about it.' And 

lastly ;i conclude with^me proper inference^. 
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First, I am to shew yoa the true nature of 
repentance. 

From the method I took to explain my 
texti^it appears, that true repentance consists 
in a change of the heart and mind from an 
levil disposition to a good one. A repenting 
l^inner must return to God, under a strong 
conviction of guilt, and the abominable nature 
of sin ; and the sense of his offending 
against s^n infinitely glorious and good Being'» 
whom he is under the highest obligation to 
obey, should work so powerfully upon his 
mind, as to make him sincerely regret his 
having done amiss; and not only so, but 
It must produce a reformation in his life 
and conversation; or 'else his sorrow is not 
gOQly sorrow, but worldly sorrdw^ which 
worketh death. 

Where there is no reformation in life 
and manners, there is no repentance, be- 
cause the mind is still the same; and when, 
the mind continues the same, it is in a state 
of impenitentcy, which will bring the siiiner» 
in the end» to everlasting destruction and 
misery. 

Many of the Jews thought that they, with- 
out more ado, should be .entitled to heaVeu 
and happiness, because they were the children 
of Abraham; and therefore had but a Very 
imperfect notion of repentance, 'till John the 
Baptist shewed them their mistake, and told 
them they must •* ^bring forth fruits \ mett 
for repentance, and think not to say Within 
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ihemsehes, they have Abraham to their father '* 
Matt. iii. 8. 

It was not merely their being of the seed 
of Abraham that entitled them to the Uessings 
of the promised Messiah ; pp, but they wefe 
commanded to purify their hearts by trpe n> 

Eentauce; such as would evidently appe^sir 
y the good fruits of a virtuous and , pious 
life, before they could expect a share in the 
blessings which Christ woifld bestow upon Iiift 
faithful followers. 

Many imagine that if they do but fe^I ,9pine 
remorse of conscience, aqd nave soQie transient 
jpassions of gi^i^f And sorrow for their past sins, 
th^t that is repentance; and never re^R^ 
^whether it has any influence upon their futufi^ 
[conduct, so as to vifprk.JEi reformation in their 
hearts, and cau^e them U> practice religion anjd 
virtue. 

But in this they are greatly mistaken, fqr 
we shall find scarcely one sinner witfioiit 
such a repentance as this; not one, but wbo 
IS often cpnvinced of- his . evil courses, by ap 
accusing cpusciepqe, which causes r^mor^e 
and sorrow^ through fear of the vengeance of 
God. 

But what, is a sinner's sorrow and tears, ;if 
they do not produce a . reformation in his 
life! they are butfeign^ and hypocritical. 
, He is, perhj^ps, sorry l>ecause he cannot enjoy 
bis beloved sins, .with, i^pre ease and satisfactipn 
-to hifii^ijelf, \f\xt is det^ripjined to go on ,bx\A 
grajuity his yipions inclinations, though t^iey do 

f3 
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now and then make him uneasy So did 
Herod, when he swore to the daughter of He- 
rodias, that he would give her whatsoever sho 
would ask; and upon her demanding the head 
of John the Baptist, it is said, ** The king 
was exceeding sorry ; yet for his oaths sake, 
and for their sakes which sat puith him, he 
would not deny her ; and immediately sent an exe-- 
cutioner, and commanded the head to be brought.^* 

Mark vi. 25, 26, 27. 

Herod*s sorrow was not repentance ; for 
though he had a strong conviction in his mind 
that he was about to commit a very henions 
fiin,yet he persisted, and perpetrated an act of 
the vilest cruelty upon an inhodent arid just 
man. So if the sinner is sorry foi' his sins, and 
yet continues in them, he is no iriore a true 
penitent, than if he weht on in ah uninterrupted 
course of wickedness. Nay, on the contrary, 
when h^ goes oh in sin, iri spite bf the checks 
of his conscience, it must be an iaggravation of 
his guilt, and make him so much' the greater 
' sinner in the sight of God ; for as much as he 
. acti) in direct opposition to the clearest c6n- 
viction of ; mmd. 

A : 1 may resolve to leave his sins, airid 
lead a uew life, and walk in the command- 
ments of God; and yet this may not be re- 
pentance : for mere' resolving to do a thing is 
not doing it; so a man's resolving to repent is 
hot repentance. He must bring his good re- 
solutions into act, or else he can have no cer- 
tain evideiice that hi^ heart is altered ; for this 
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may be only a budden passion of his niind, 
occasioned by some particular circumstance 
that has awwed him from his lethargy, and 
leavies no lasting impression behind it, bat 
Quickly evaporatei^ and he returns to his old 
<;6urses again. 

A wicked man may, notwithstanding the 
utmost care and foresight, be brought into 
imminent danger of his life, or be thrown upon 
a bed of sickness, which he apprehends to be 
his last ;, then his guilty conscience flies in his 
face, his past actions are exposed to view, and 
he is terrified with the apprehension of his ap- 
proaching hour, and dreads the thought of 
' launching into eternity loaded with guilt. Then 
it is that the vain mortal sees his misery, and 
is struck with the utmost horror at the prospect 
of being brought to the bar of heaven to answer 
for his actions. But When he is delivered from 
* this danger, he forgets the solentm protestations 
he made to God of amendment, and madly 
i*etums to his former wicked courses. Can 
such a man as this be a penitent ? Can he be 
said to repent f No, it is all worldly sorrow, 
arising more from the apprehension of his 
danger, than from a resolution to act better. 
The fear o( the vengeance of God^ as the ji^st 
desert of his sins, makes him bewail , his mis- 
carriages, and promise a reformation. But 
when lie is recovered, where are his good reso- 
lutions ? ^ Lite a morning cloud, and as the 
early dew, they pass away." 

Such sorrow as this is not repentance, and 
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if a siimor dies uiiflcr sucU rirciihistai^ices, be 
mitst be cternullv^ lost and uiulojie ! |a shgrl^ 
true* repentance oousisls 'in a cUrp and ipa- 
ieigued sorrow for our patit sins, ami an entire 
change ot* li^ai't;' pn><luctive of a \uxly and 
virtuous Jilis in onler to whiijj, the proud 
tteart must be bumbled^ every secret lust mor- 
•tified, c\ijry evil tbongbt cbeckedj and every 
Ticiou8 habit rooted out. 

We must earnestly implore pardon and 
forgiveness through tl-e merits of Jesus Christy 
^nd appear before our Judge as sinners that 
have forfeited our lives; bewail our miscar* 
Tiages, promise amendment, and intreat God|s 
grace to assist us in our good resolutions; 
and then, when 'we bring them into ^ct, 
■we need not doubt but that we have rightly 
performed the duty of repentance. I shall 
•now. 

Secondly, Proceed to.remove some prevailing 
mistakes about. this important duty. 

And First, Some imagine their repentance is 
hot sincere, unless it :be accompanied .with . a 
great many tears, whenever they review their 
past actions, ^or when .they are ;attending the 

Eiiblk; worship erf God. But we very well 
now that there are many who 4 cannot jsb^ a 
tear, 'though they are, at the same tim^, ex* 
eeeding sorrowful: and many ^CiW shed .t^rs 
who have no sincere sorrow. at all. iWe should 
always make allowances* for constitutional heats, 
or melancholly. 
Such as arCvof a melanch^y cast, whenever 
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they eicamine their lives, are often overpowered 
with grief, (especially- when they have been 
guilty of crying sins) and this, when the nerves 
are weak, will vent itself in a flood of tears. 
But this very soon wears off, and so far is it 
from leaving any true sorrow behind, tiiat 
it rather puffs tham up with the conceit of 
being really converted; by this means, they 
are drawn off their guard, and imagine they 
have nothing more to do but weep in this 
inanner. 

If we measure people's repentance^ by the 
quantity of tears which they shed, we shall find 
very few men that are penitents. 

It is not my iniention, by any thing I have 
now said, to depreciate the value of tears; the 
virtue of which may cure the ditorders <rf the 
soul, as the troubled waters of Bethesda did 
those of the body. But then they are silent, 
not noisy tears ; they are such as are shed not 
in the church only, but in the closet alsd. 
When St. Peter wept, he went out to weep. 

True repentance is seated in the inmost re- 
cesses of the heart, and is a calm and sober 
virtue; sit does not ^tand in the eye only, 
ready to come forth at every melting ex- 
pression, which works people up into rapturous 
heats, and ecstatic affections. It is not only 
modest and silent, but sweet and natural ; 
atld we may know it, not by this mechanical 
whining, but by the reformation it produces in 
our lives. 
/ When people indulge these passionate itik^ 
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pulses, it throws them into a dejection of spirits i 
then follow perpetual, scruples and fearful 
anxieties, which, if not carefully avoided, may 
lead to despair. 

Again, many think they are not truly peni- 
tent, unless tliey perform some outward acts 
of penance ; and they are posuaded they 
must inflict upon themselves some bodily 
punishment, in order to purify the soul. This 
is the doctrine of the church of Rome. In- 
deed, the church of Scotland and that of 
England did formerly run into this error. 
Tl^y obliged the offenders to stand upon the 
stool of repentance, or in a white sheet, in 
order to shame them into a better conduct 
But this, so far from having the desired effect, 
rather proved the most effectual method of 
driving them into -greater enormities; they 
had some modesty, and could bhisfa before 
they underwent tliat public penance, but 
aflerwards had lost all modesty, and had 
forgot to blush from that day. And as mo- 
.desty and shamefacedness are the guards that 
nature has put upon our actions; when these 
are gone, we niay bid farewell to religion and 
virtue. 

God has kindly provided repentance for our 
comfort and happiness, therefore he must be 
a \ery weak man, whoever he is, that will un- 
dergo a voluntary misery in the very thing from 
which he is to expect relief and satisfaction. 

If the sinner makes a sincere confession of 
his sins to God, and amends his life^ he will find 
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«»epey ; md if be .does not <io ao, he need no* 
es^pept the /wouf of riie Almigbty by standing 
^n ihe stool of re^pejsttaiice, o^ aioy thing else 
he ciMfi '^o. 

A»ot4)er jer ror wiUi respect to repeaataace is, 
tjf^t mme pieopie think it never effectual, un- 
ItecrS (bbey feay^ the .^sojLutioti of the priest. But 
UNa is |i4>iw*ice^p entirely Popish, tM thore 
is no need of exposing it i^ ^a Protestaait iCon/* 
gneg^tieoi, J «tfcall jthererfore cdi^roriss itiis par- 
ticttlar, by fobiseryiiig o/ily^ that GM lias pror 
Hrtsyed forgiveut^as fo jthe sinner i^pon condition 
of 4)i6 ^'fi^ntwioe. If J>e repeats, be need not 
dojobt ifrf fergireness, because what God hath 
{)iifliiiisN^ >he ivijii surely perfor.»i. And if be 
4^ie(5iii#f^peiWt,:no.abaoiution of Pope, Bishop, 
^jpiei^t, 4)r sny ime .else, i«if ij] acquit ;^him in ,thc 
sight of God. 

0^\iltm».y he ^id, /absolution is »not .to be 
;given ;4^finy, bwt sjuobioely as ane truly penitent. 
I ^, tH^n, itjow lis the .priej8i,,oriafly ,one exce^^ 
iSaodj i^ i^w \\^^km ja sinner is itruly penitent c^ 
J^JS^d i£. itii» ni>t hx his power .to Icuow »(his, iuis 
not isi ^; j)^wento ^bsojre him. 

T'he iftst mistake ^that I shall mention. in itlie 
J3ipp«ne$6 -9f irepentauce, is ithat of >puttiQg it 
fS>S :t}iU (M ^ge,.or ^t all events, *to the a|)i- 
cpfToaioh q( Ldwth. This is a very dangeraw 
flitstal^,. I9.nd imany JjiaMe been iencaunag^d in irtr 
by considering the case of the jieaiteut ithidf 
.lifDeQP the ^q^. 

libey ilh.i«dkf ^haAJbiB* itbem baye d)een ^.er tso 
-joriok^, 'yet i^^ion ttliey ^codDQ^ ito die, if Uiey are 
\y: WV9Ry ffor their sjtfi^i Jb/Qy tmay ^pbtaip. 

Q 
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Fnercy, and go to heaven. They depend wholly 
upon a sudden conversion, and a short death- 
bed repentance ; but this is surely the most 
pernicious doctrine tliat can be thought of, 
because it destroys religion and virtue, and is'a 
.plain declaration that there is no necessity for 
a, good life. For if a man can be saved without 
it, by only repenting at the hour of death, 
where is the need of it } 

The penitent thief is the history of one who 
died as a malefactor, and yet went to a state of 
liappiness ; so, I doubt not, many more who 
ha.ve died as malefactors have gone to a state of 
liappirfess ; but if they had not repented before 
they came to die, it is much to be questioned 
whether they would not have gone to the place 
appointed for the damned, instead of entering 
into Paradise. 

Thq scripture does not mention whether the 
penitent thief M^as a bad man for the most part 
of his life; nor does it appear but that he re- 
pented long before he was brought to execution. 
And allowing that he did not repent 'till the 
very time of his death ; how do we know but it 
may be such an extraordinary favour as will be 
granted to no other sinner ? It therefor^ must 
be a very groundless thing to apply his case to a 
man who has lived a wicked and al^andoned 
life, upon the presumption of repenting at the 
hour of death. . 

This malefactor, when he was upon the cross, 
discovered a very amazin^act of faith ; he be* 
lieved Jesus to be the son of God, and able to 
iSave him, therefore begged of him to remembei: 



ItEPENTANCE CONSIDERED. 51 

nim when he came into his kingdom. His faith 
was even greater than that of Christ's disciples, 
for they did not understand that his kingdom 
was not of this world, but all forsook him 
and fled. 

In short, we may look upon this man's con- 
version as miraculous as that of St. Paul's. 
St. Paul preached Christ after his conversion; 
so did this distinguished sufferer, and sealed a 
^oble confession with his last breath; 

Ahd can a wicked and careless sinner, who 
has denied Christ all his life time, expect such 
a miraculous conversion as this man's? No, 
he has no reason to expect it, but rather must 
dread the vengeance of God for abusing his 
kind offers of mercy, and neglecting the day 
of grace. 

I shall now, lastly, conclude with some proper 
inferences. And 

First, Let us not deceive ourselves^ and 
think, that after we have spent our youth in 
the service of the deviljj^God will he content 
with the lifeless service of our old age 5 for this 
IS to suppose he will accept of a more form of 
repentance, instead of real reformatiojx. 

The gospel, indeed, promises remission of 
sins upon cqndition of repentance. But would 
it not be madness in any one to presume from 
hence to live an immoral and abandoned life, 
and repent just when he thinks fit ? For hr)\v 
does he know but even this night God may 
say to him as he said to the rich man in the 
GospeJ, " Thou fooly this night shail thy soul hc^ 
required of thee.'' Can any man be assured 

' g3 
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t]» liaiB not be Ins case ? And if H sboiiiif , 
trfcat vill become of bis distent pnutpctt 4f re- 
p eaUa oc ? Hoir can be atokl being J on m c d 
to tbe esqin«jte toa tm es of tbe dattafd^ siact 
Chiift Las toid us, that except we repeaf , WC 
dsaB aS likewise peti^ ? 

Sot snppo'sing' tbat Goa sbonld g;itt! ftl DdCn 
time and wannng to repent, br affic^^ « 
irith a lingering death-bed sickness, ire sh^ 
find enough to do to possess out sonis in ^ 
deoent patience, w ilbo u t fretting, mmramring, 
4M- chai^ng God foolisidr. Therefore, ho wefttr 
his <!onscience may sdng the sinnef with r^ 
morse, vet he will hare no time to refenn hi$ 
21 condnct, and pot his good resolutions intil^ 
pFactice : withoot which, there can be no snrK 
evidence that his repentance is sincere ; ^ttd ft 
B sincerity only that can indie it ^AsMkal. 
The dirine mercy, to be sore, is inexhaitstilte ^ 
and there is no knowing how availabie adtitth- 
bed repentance may be, as it b the hist AStt 
of a poor nnthinking mortal ; bat this we Icnow, 
that sncji a state is estreUely dangexoas and 



Let OS all, then, my brethren, look abont nt 
in time, and proTide for this day of calamity; as 
weD knowing that there is no work, no ieriee^ 
no repentance in the grave, whither we are att 
basteoing. And let not the men of spirit and 
mefde langh at, and despise sncfa a warning as 
this ; fm however wanton and n^;ligent, ho V- 
ever bold and intrepid* they may be, now in 
their day of health and pra^qperity^ yet the tim^ 
Win come when the soene mn^ nlliet'^ and die 
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tnrtain of death will be ready to fall ; at which 
time, assuredly, they will be obliged to think 
more seriously ; and with too much reason 
perhaps, cry out, (in the language of Job) 
*^ Oh that we were as in the months past, as toe 
were in the days of our youth.** 

But God grant that we may all be persuaded 
to a speedy repentance, and by that means pre- 
vent such an unavailing wish ! through Jesu& 
Christ <Kir Lord, to whom> &c. Amen. 



-% 
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IMPORTANCE OF THE QUEOTION 

rxurotiiwso ar 

THE YOUNG M^N ^N THE GOSPEL, 

COMCKKIIUIO 

ETERNAL LIFE. 
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B§ THE YOUNG MAN'S QUESTION 



Matthew xix, 16. 

And beholdy one came and said unto fumy good 
master J what good thing shall! do, that I maii 
hap^ e^rnal life. 



It is lb *fi^ >4f ^ yme venii MpfenstandiDg 
heart, and displays a ymr hopeful' disposition, 
in one that asks a discreet and pertinent 
quesAm^ JQ9p«^idflj &f 'lie nmikisB -diCNQe of a 
person that is likely to ^apswei* it wtth truth 
and propriety. These qualifications we find 
are centered m-^fiiemumiin lOiy^ext. He does 
not coihe with a design of shewing his learning 
smmI vMMwyiniilito «wkoh icur /farififfl^r ainitts 
words, as the Pharisees and Herodians did, but 
with a sincere desire of being instructed in the 
will of God, as being sensible that was the only 
way to guide him to life and immortality. 
And [for the accomplishment of this great end^ 
he applies to the Son of God, who he knfew 
came into the world to give men a more amiable 
idea of religion and virtue. 

In the context are several very remarkable 
things, which constitute the character of the 
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person who made this enquiry ; and do there- 
lore render the question pronounced by him 
the more interesting. As 1st, in the 20th verse^ 
he is said to be a young man ; and yet the 
warmth and vigour of youth, together with the 
common presumption of having along time to 
live in this world, did not hinder him from 
thinking of the \vorld to come. Secondly, in 
the 22d verse, he is represented as a rich man, 
^^ for he had great possessions f*^ yet the riches, nor 
the cares, and pleasures of life, did not make 
him forget the one thing needful. Thirdly, in 
the 18th chapter of St, Luke, and 18th verse, 
we find this person is called a ruler, by which 
we understand a man of rank and figure ; yet 
notwithstanding this he souight the kingdom of 
God. Lastly, in the 21st verse, he is described 
to be a virtuous and moral man ; for he had 
'• kept the commandments from his youth upj^ 
nevertheless, he desired to be further instructed 
in his duty, that he might make sure of etemfil 
life. 

NoWj since the question was propounded 
by one of so, eminent a character, I shall take 
occasion to consider 

First, The importaqceof the question, whith 
is indeed very great, and* such %s every con* 
siderate man must have his mind fixed on. 

Secondly, That being once satisfied that there 
is such a state as a life hereafter, he, must tie 
divested of his reason who does not earnestly 
desire to obtain it. And 

Thirdly, Whoever desires to possess tha'f 
blissful state^ mast da some good for it. 

H 
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First, then, I am to consider the importance 
of the question, " Good master ^ xchat good thivg 
shall I clo^ that I may have eternal life. 

This question is of ihat importance, that 
every serious Christian must know that he is 
gj'eatly interested in it ; for it is certajn that 
none of us can flatter ourselves of living alwayk 
in this world. We are convinced of our mor- 
tality by observing our neighbours, both young 
and old, going daily to the grave ; and thi* 
should lead us to look forward to futurity, and 
reflect within ourselves* whiat sljall beconie of 
us hereafter. 

So weighty: a vonjBfitieratipn a^ tha.t of oar 
eternal preservation and w.el/Sar^ demands om: 
utmost prudence a^d^ cautio.ii, aj^<3< should sink, 
home to 9ur c^psciencgs. 

The qjue^t^on is^ whe^iher Wi^.shjaJt . ^ffcer dea);b, 
live for ever in another st^^, or be, for ever 
bmrjed in oblivion ? Whether W9,sl^lL be as if 
we had nf^yer exi&ted> .and Qor t^pu^hts p^rijih 
like the beasis of the field, or whether we shall 
survive, ojur bodies, and e^st^ ]$i th^.bomidkss 
a^es of eterp ity , ? Qr, abpve ^iV^ry . otiier . con- 
sideration, wliether we shall, for aui: good 
actions^ b^ ^iverlastii^gly rewarded wjth the oaost 
inconceivable iSeljc^ty, op, f(or cwir. bad* actlprts, 
be eteri\a}ly doqq^ed tp' suqli horrible and til3- 
mendpu^ piufi^hment^ that n^ver entl&red iilto 
the heirt of, man to conteive ? These consider:* 
ations concern every pne of us jsp deeply, that 
whoever can withdraw; hikpyejf^ from seriously 
meditatiiiig upon them, must, dp d. prPdigious 
violence to bis nature, hav^ entkely lost aU the 
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principles of his rcasoni and effaced every senti- 
ment of humanity. 

This question is not only of the utmost 
moment with respect to. a life after this, but it 
is also of great nnflaence upon, our conduct 
whilst we live here on earth. For, if we can 
' persuade ourselves that there is a supreme Al- 
mighty Being, and that our souls are immortal, 
and that we shall be rewarded or punished ac- 
cording to our actions ; we cannot "without the 
greatest madness and stupidity, venture the rage 
and vengeance of that God who, we imust be 
sensible, knows the most secret intentions of our 
hearts, and is acquainted \^ith all our ways, 
And as our life is so uncertain,^ and. we know 
not how soon we shall .be ..called to this place of 
eternity, how vain must it be to. set our affectioHs 
.itpbn things 'in the earth. 

The ridi man in the gospel never thought 
of a future state ; he filled his barns with pro- 
vistoiis for many years; hiigged himself with 
the tfa6u[ghts of taking his ifill of v^oluptuous 
pleasures; and £et fais.'hfiaK upon his belovc^ 
pelf. But when he was .surprized witlv the 
arrest of ideathj wiiat :became . of : all. his .fine 
sdiemeff? his hopes of pleasure, and^ all .his 
treaailre& that.he had hoarded up ? . How must^ 
the miserable: mau liave dreaded his fatal doom,' 
when<5od said unto hrro, " Thnufpolp this night 
s/iidl. thy., soul he requii^ed of thee F' But vj'heii 
hrs p6)or soul was beset with devils and .tlie 
ghosts.of the damned, it was too late to hawad 
hislbjliyand madness. 
'This is the case lof every worldly miinded 

h3 
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man ; he imagines himself the only wise aiid 
notable person, prides himself in the conceit of 
his own cunning and sagacity, and looks upon 
others as weak people^ misled by the cheats and 
impostures of priests. But what is the reason 
of this ? It is because he never examined into 
the merits of Christianity, but brought strongs 
prejudices against it, imbibed by means of bad 
company, or bad books ; or else condemned it 
because he found it inconsistent witli the iu- 
dulgence of some favourite vice which he was 
determined not to part with. But if ho acted 
rationally, he would attend to the evidence, and 
not have suffered himself to be biassed to in- 
fidelity by his carnal inclinations. If he wishes 
Christianity may be an imposition, such a wish, 
like the jaundice tliat gives a false color to 
every object, will certainly hinder him from 
seeing any argument in its favour in a proper 
light. 

But religion will not be the less true for hi^i 
wishing it were not so. i And it will he but a 
poor comfort to a wicked man to find his mistake 
in a state of misery. 

The most shrewd man, with all his boasted 
reasoning, can never disprove that "there is a 
state of happiness or misery hereafter. He can 
never make it appear that he shall not be for 
ever happy, or for ever miserable, in another 
life, according as he demeans himself in this. 
But in a matter of such infinite moment as that 
of eternity, he should act upon the surest side, 
where he ventures least if he should happen to 
be piistaken. And which i& the surest s|de ? 
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to believe or disbelieve this great truth ? Surely 
to believe it, and to regulate his conduct ac* 
cordingly. 

If he is one who never troubles himself 
to look into these points, nor think them \vort\j 
his consideration, but lives an extempore life,, 
and follows the impulse of every passion that 
happens .to move him, in this case he acts below 
the. conduct of the brute creation. The beasts 
of the field, as far as instict teaches them, are 
ever studious of their own preservation; for 

- ivhen they are alarmed of any danger they 
capefiuU avoid it. But such a man as this acts 
without any regard to his own safety, and as if 
he had no principle of rationahty in him. 

But how melanchoUy must it be to behold 
the numbers of people who profess their belief 
of this religious truth, arid yet daily, hourly, 
and deliberately, contradict their fisiith by their 
practice ? To w^hat an amazing degeneracy 

• and corruption do men run, who will think of 

. any thing rather than eternal life ! 

But a man that has some expectations beyond 

'the grave, who is satisfied that ther6 is a state 
of everlasting happiness and misery, must be 

- guilty of the greatest act of folly if he will 
forego the hopes of eternal life for the sake of 
any vice whatever. 

What! though virtue should be attended 
with hardships and diiliculties, a constant war 
with the world, the flesh> and the devil; yet 
when he thinks of an endless reward, he will 
go on with patience and courage: or else he 
must have a very mean, opinion of heaven and 
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happiness, if he thinks them nof worth the 
obedience of a few years, though ever so 
difficult. 

The hopes and expectation of future rewards 
will always be matter of confidence and cou* 
rage to a good and virtuous man, and will 
support him under every misfortune and suffer- 
ing in this life, for that which Christ has pro- 
mised to his faithful followers in the world to 
x3ome. This the discreet person in my tex| 
seemed to be very sensible of; therefore, in the 
prime of his youth, in the flower of his age, 
and iu the higher tide of prosperity, he; coa* 
ri<]ered of it. It was not a sick*bed meditaJtkm,^ 
for he was in health— not a melancholly quaha 
of old age, for he was young — nor the effects 
o£ being discontented and out of humour M-ith 
the world, for he was rich and prosperous ; but 
it it was the effect of manly sense ^^ ;wisdaDEi ; 
•it' was the eager desire of enjoying' thatitap- 
piness, and avoiding that .misery, which are to 
be the rewards of virtuous or bad actions. 
Which leads me, 

Secondly, To consider, that being once satis* 
fied, that there is such a state as a life hereafter, 
he must be divested of his reason who does not 
earnestly desire to obtain it. 

This is so clear to every intelligent person, 
thiaft I need say but very little about it, because 
a ^man must be supposed to hate himself to the 
utmost degree who can do otherwise' than desire 
iti For can any one wish to be eternally ex- 
tinct, or at leaist to be everlastingly wretched 
at}d miserable ? No man can think of either of 
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them without horror ; nor, consequently, oi 
eternal life, without a kind of ecstasy and desire. 
When the multitude (which followed our Saviour 
only for the loaves) began to forsake him, hef 
turns to his disciples, and saith to them, " Will 
ye also go away ? Lord, saith St. Peter, zvliither 
shall toe ga ? Thou hast the zvords of eternal 
life.*' As if he had said, "If it were possible 
to be so destitute of grace and gratitude as ilot 
to adhere to thee fpr thine own goodness an4 
excellency ; yet can we be so void of all sense 
and s^lf-loye as to' forsake th^e and eternal life 
together ?'• 

Thi^ Palr(iarc|us of old, the Apostles and 
EyangeiisAis, and many others of the primitive 
Christians,, underwent the greatest dangers and 
difficull^i^s fpp that reqoaiipienQe of reward! which 
God has pfrotaised to such as are faithful) tinta 
the end. A^d whal; ^. th^t" necompence o£ se* 
ward .^ Is it- not th^. bl^ssiiigs of heaveor in an 
eternal future st^t^.V ^^ Abraham hofcedfixr a 
city whick hath fQunfihfions, lohos^ ItjttUder is 
Co4.'' Htjb. xik 10k " Jpiavid rvofi persuaded 
that God y\oiitd shfm Mm the pathi of life^- and^ 
bring him Jo a place where ther^ isx fullkess of. 
jo]^ qnd pleasures fan ever more.'' Psal. xyi. lil> 
** And mifny took p:}ifully the spoiliftg of their 
goads, kfuw^ifig that, they had in heaven a better 
amd enduring, substance." IJeb, x. 34> By all. 
which it appears that eternal life is so 'infinitely 
desirable, t;hat, as 1 said before, there necdsbub 
little to be said;to prove it; and therefore, upom 
supposition , of the: belief of it^ the only thingi 
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in question is, what we must do for the attain- 
ment of it ? ' 

The answer to this question was the third 
thing proposed, which is, that whocA^er desires 
to possess that blissful state, ijaust do some good 
for it. 

And this is implied in the text — ** Good 
master^ zahat good thing shall I do that I may 
have eternal life f^ And not only in the text, 
but in, numberless other passages of scripture ; 
which are so much at hand to every one that it 
is needless for me tb mention them. I shall 
therefore observe to jou, that there needs no 
scripture in the case, for as much as it is the 
natural sense of every man's mind, a principle 
in our consciences engraven by the v«fy hand 
of God, so that no art or endeavours can efface 
it. For what else is the reason that meii are 
brave and comfortable in their spirits^ when 
they have behaved themselves well and vir- 
tuously ? that they are then erected with hope, 
and kindly warmed in their breasts with peace 
and joy? that they can look up towards God 
with delight, and towards death without conster- 
nation? And, on the contrary, what is the 
pause that when men are conscious to them-^ 
selvei, to have lived wickedly, and done base 
and unworthy actions, that their spirits are 
down, their very countenance falls, and all- 
things look black and melanchoUy about them ? 
What, I say, can be the ground of this reniark- 
able diversity in men's secret sense, but the 
force and efficacv of that eternal truth which 
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God pronounced to Cain, and hath written 
npon every man's heart : " // thou dost well, 
slmtt thtm not he accepted ? hut if thou dost not 
welly sift lieth at the door^ Gen. iv. 7- So that 
there can be no doubt of the proposition in 
general, that he that will hope to live for ever, 
and be happy in another life, must do good in 
this, which will tend to make tes happy, and free 
Bs from misery; for virtue will bring some 
benefit to us, whilst vice will croud us with all 
iweonvetiiencies. 

If we hope to be happy, we must be devout 
in our addresses towards God; for nothing is 
Bttore reasonable than to make him our friend 
who^ ii» able to make us happy or miserable; 
iilti^. tfce wd,y t<y make him our friend is to ob- 
s^ve ^ the virtues of a good life/ On the 
eotttrairy, inrpiety or a neglect of virtue, is 
plafHfdy againsrt our interest 3 for thriS is to dis- 
obligj* him, who is more able to make u$ niiser- 
aM^ fhea aM the world besides, and without 
^h6i|e'fArow nothing can m^sd^e us happy. 

Ottr tttess^ 'Lord informs the young man \n 
itiy te?^,' -ihdt'if he would tnter into lifcy he 
^tkUld keep\t1it cdntmandments. 'hs rf he had 
sttid, f * Jt is not enough that you observe piny 
One! prec^t, Imt you itiust make conscience of 
thfeto- ifikB i ybu must not rest* yourself satisfted 
ti^Mir ftaviii^ done any one oir more* single acts 
of Virtue^ ihat w'iH not do to cjuafify' yon for 
d?6i?*tttliife : i^is an uniform. goodness, b divin^^ 
tetApift apd an heavfenly conversation that uiust 
p*»6^kw yW tltatt happiness;" Thisr afnswer of 
b^f 'IjdTil evCTturns a corrupt opinion^ which 

I 
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the Jews had amongst them. They thought 
that God set a greater value upon some of hi» 
laws than he did upon others ; and that if aqy 
man would come up to them, he might easily 
be dispensed with in neglect of the rest. But 
this the young man seems to be aware of, and 
to have escaped this common error: for he 
replies, All these I have kept from my youth up. 
What lack I yet f As if he had said, " I am 
very sensible that without universal obedience 
to the laws ot God, I cannot approve myself 
to his divine majesty ; and therefore I have 
endeavoured, through the whole, course of my 
life, conscientiously to discharge my whole 
duty as far as I understood it ; but because I 
would not fail of that great good which you 
liave published to the world, therefore my 
further enquiry is, if there be not something 
that may be done, more effectually, to secure 
tne of my desires," To this our Saviour re- 
plies. Why theuy if thou ivilt be perfect^ ^11 all 
thai thou hast and give to the poovy offd thfiu shall 
have treasure in hejxven. Not that our Lord 
intended this for a standing rule,, or a necessary 
conditiou of eternal life : for we do not find 
that any where through th;e. whole' gospej he 
hath so universally apd indispensibly, pro- 
pounded it. But his meaning is, that thipse ^yho 
will be Christians, must maintain a readiness 
and disposition to relieve the distresses of their 
fellow creatures, in opposition to covetousness^ 
or an anxious thirst after the riches of this 
-world. However, this see^ied au fiard coiadition 
tp the youug man, who, we are told? was rich ; 
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therefore he went away sorrowful ; which plainly 
shews that unregenerate and carnal irn^n are 
stuily concerned where they cannot have heaven 
upon their own, or very easy tern^. 

There is scarce any one duty but what a man 
would undertake for once, if, without more to do, 
he might be saved by it. But' it is not one ge- 
nerous and good action that will please God, 
but a constant course of obedience to him, he 
having himself told us, that to obey is better 
than sacrifice. 

The result, then, of all is this ; the plain and 
beaten way to heaven is to be habitually good 
and holy, and to make conscience all along of 
every commandment of God ; and this will not 
lail to bring us to our desired journey's end : 
therefore the wisest way to secure so great a 
good is generously to resolve to do all the great 
things we can, thereby to demonstrate both the 
greatness of our minds, and the great value and 
sense we have of such inestimable happiness. 

What remains then, but that in consideration 
of what has been said, we reflect upon our- 
$elves, and examine what good we have already 
done, and what lies in our power to da, that so 
we may enter intq life. 

We cannot but be sensible that our present 
life wears away apace; death is making dailv 
approaches towards us, and the great concerns 
of eternity draw on i therefore, as the wii»e man 
advises, whatsoever good thing our hand ,/inds to 
doj let us do it with all our might. This is thg 
time of probation for another world, now wo 
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$tand cimdidates for heaven.; and iiqh% or 'hever^ 
we must sec«r<5 ourselves of eternal Kfi?. 
. I halve already observed to you, that eternal 
life is infinitely desirable, and am ^persuaded 
that every one hopes for it. But does a sinner, 
Ijke Naaman thie Assyrian, expG<^ to h^ cuFed 
in state ? To be sa;Ved easily and cheap ? To 
be brought to heaven whether he will or no ? 
Etoes hie understand what eternal life is? And 
can any thing be too great for the attainxnent 
6f it ? What would not most men give for a 
continuance of this preseni life, which is little 
else but care and fear, folly and jealousy, 
pain and sickness, and* at lajst ends in death ? 
But to live for ever ! this is a pearl oi such a 
price, that a wise merchant would give all that 
he hath to buy it. 

Shall a litUe ease, a little pleasure, a little 
money, make us be content to be eternally 
damned ? Shall heaven and everlasting blessed- 
ness seem dear to us at the price of these ? 
Is it not better to deny ourselves a little ease 
here, that we may rest for ever with Abraham 
and the Patriarchs in the -kingdom of God ? 
Is it not better to forego a little momentary 
pleasure at present, than to be eternally tor- 
mented hereafter ? Were it not a wiser bar- 
gain to be s6mewhat poorer in this world, so 
we may inherit a kingdom in the world to 
come ? Eternity is not fer off ; there is but the 
lease of one short life between us and heaven. 

Let us then, as wise men, look before us, and 
not be taken up with the sensible objects of a 
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vain world. Let us not think that a few cheap 
prayers, or some slight alms, or a formal pro- 
fession of Christianity, will purchase us hap- 
piness hereafter. Let us, as Christians, imitate 
our Master in doing good actions, great as our 
capacities, and great as our hopes. And as 
we hope our souls will survive these mortal 
bodies, let us not fail to do all the great and 
good things we can. 

Let us lay up in store a good foundation of 
good works against the time to come, that so 
we may lay hold on- eternal life, and inherit 
those mansions of bliss, which Christ has gone 
before to prepare for his faithful servants. 

Now to him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy ; to 
the only wise God our Saviour be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen. 
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• Psalm Ixxxi. 12. 

So I gave them up vnto their own hearts lusts , 
and they walked in their own counsels. 
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The great God is introduced in thi^.psalra 
recorthtfif^^o '«fM5 ' tttiWi^n^ 6( ^stael th6 ' ihany 
signal instances of fiiYiW^ i^nd mercy which he 
had vouchsafed _the|ii in the, times of their 
calamity «^(iMfti^^^. A topimk israbject, fit^ 
for an infinitely gracic^s God to enter upon, 
which can be exhausted by infinity alone. 

Thou called^ ti^Oif m; Wf^Tie, in trouble, 
and I delivered thee in all thy necessities, and 

under, the cruel oppression of the Egyptian 
task-masters, I eased your shoulders from 
making the pots. I went through the land of 
Egypt, and destroying all their first born, 
brought you forth with a mighty hand, and a 
stretched out arm. 

Again, when you cried unto me in a new 
distress; when Pliaraoh, with his chariots and 
hor^eipen, pursued aiKl overtodk you eocamped 
at ^ Red Sea: the lE^yip^^ans wbcm y^m 4Wir 
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Ihat day with sore amazement and fear, ye saw 
them again no, more for ever ; b«t, in raptures 
of joy sun^, The Lord hath triumphed glori- 
•ously, the hot'se and his rider hath he thrown into 
tlie sea. 

Once more, having esotped this danger, and 
got into a barren aiid dry wilderness, where 
famine and dearth seemed to reign, then I 
sent manna frofni heaven and fed you in 
abundance witfi the food of angels. I alsc^ 
smote the -stony rock ami the waters gushed 
out, and the streams flowed withal ; filing jand 
Mistaini«g voii at the expence .of a da^ly 
miracle. Tlius I ple^d my -title to your obedi- 
ence. Wherefore y hear.O rriy people y _arid i will 
* testify unto thee Q Israel, if thou wUt hearken 
^mtfx me ; iliere shall be np strange Gdd irif/iee s 
J dm the Lord thy God which broughtthed out cf 
the iand of Egypt, ^pen thy mouth tfijde and I 
will ^ fill it. Enlarge thy dcsires> €md I y^ 
^ati^y the utmost measure of (them. 

Could it be imagined that tiiese 'p^pdle csfoAd 
^o soon for ge^ this God 'Who* had Aon€ so greig^t 
things for them^ and loii^ad them filmost ^ ^ 
<[6gree of fondness^ And yet, ^amai^iiij; .tp 
think on it ! we find him entering ^ h§^vy i^m-^ 
plaint ^against 'fbem in Ih^ feUowiog 'wor4s. 
J^t my pecysie xjoould not hear my Jtotor, Israel 
tbould none of md ; they turned iiside fuiekh out 
ef the way wMdh I^o^imandi^ tkem s ^^ey rnaie 
iliema moiten C6^, 4md ^^r^lfgpeji it^ itn4 ^^* 
xri^d thereunto, mid said tbisf ]/ie -tfw ^(^ 
Jsratilnudiich brought 4hee up out (f 'me Iflv^ of 
^^pt. So Jfeing daily 'fkovoked cud iva^ 
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their obstinacy and in^atiludey I gave them up 
nnto their own hearts lusts^ and they zvaiked in 
their oxon csunsels. 

Behold the just and extreme judgment of 
God upon incorrigible sinners, when he has 
tried all the liiethods of doctrine and discipline, 
correction and love, but in vain. Just is it 
therefore. with God to leave those to themselves 
M'ho have so ungratefully forsaken him; and 
dreadful is th© condition of those who are so 
given up to their own hearts lusts, and suffered 
to walk in their own counsels. 

I shall endeavour to engage your attention, 
whilst 1 pursue this subject in the following 
manner. 

First, I shall lay before you the necessity 
of .God's assisting grace, in order to inan's 
obedience; 

Secondly, That nevertheless this grace is not 
always ej3VctuaL 

Thirdly, The justice of God in withdrawing 
the lightest offers of it. 

.Eourtlily, The wretched condition of those 
;jroin whom it is withdrawn. 

And then I shall conclude with a short ap- 
plicatidl). 

. I am in the first place, then to lay before you 
the n^ecessity of God's assisting grace, in order 
to nxau's pbedience. . 

All men in all ages hate been sensible of the 
grat proneness of huma^ nature to evil; and 
ttie renowned philosophers of the heathen world, 
who studied nature much, and understood it 
well^werc at a loss for the reason of tbatwrong 
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bias in mankind; and' coiikr not trace oiit the 
pernicious principle upon which to charge such 
universal depravity : yet too well they knew 
that so it was it fact. Accordingly, we hear 
thcmi loudly and passionately lamenting the 
fatal untractableness of the soul to- virtue ; the 
hanging of her wings, and the drooping of her 
poblest faculties. 

We have many instances of the greatest men 
fiiiling, even in those virtues, in the exercise of 
which they were remarkably distinguished. 

Look into the Book of Life : there you will 
meet with Abraham's distrust in God ; .the 

Seevish anger of Moses ; the ffnpatience of 
ob ; and to give you the most pregnant un- 
controlable example of this sad truth, the 
stout and resolved St. Peter sunk into a coward, 
and denied his master. Who could have enter* 
tained more elevated thoughts of his own 
strength, and after all more shamefully be- 
tray^ his own weakness. If Adam, whom we 
are told God made upright, and created him 
after bis own image, warf no sooner left into the 
hands of his own counsel, but fell from his 
original righteousness, it can lie no reflection 
to affiim, that man, now impotent and corrupt, 
is incapable of directing his own way. For,-0 
Lord God ! What is man destitute of thy assist- 
ance ? The load of natural corruption lies 
heavy upon him, and presses him down. With 
Peter he begins to sink, and must inevitably 
perish without thy favourable interposition. In 
his best estate, under the greatest order. and re- 
gularity of his faculties, he miist take up tkat 
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c^ttai|)1aint of St. P»Ai ahd sal^^ I seealUw i/f 
iky membeftwifinh^ ixgainst the law tfm^ ^ind^ 
tMd trttj^iag ^m into (iBiftmty to the icHso ^ foh 
So that to hi lefk to oiir own strength ts pcrfonti 
ail acctjptaible ob0diencfe> i^i iji effedC, th^ same 
as le l9^ left iJEHler all Mter ittitK)ssibiIHy ef 
mnjtfditning it> but^ <mr sufFidency i^ of Goq, 
Te liim we owe .tU? first disposition Stud tfent 
dBmey towards ^obd^ not oidy ttee cxecUtwMI of* 
Ihe ftatfd, bat the preparatidi of the be»^ i) 
from the L<nd. He stpeftches himself tj^^ei* otir 
flead soulsK, te the phDpbet upon the iitido^v's 
S6!b, to Recover spiritual watmdi and life in 
%hem. He gives birth to eVety good though j 
^neourages that tboaght uito act, and rewat^ds 
Hsbt 9^ with coix]{)Iticei!icy . 

C^sase\ then, ye advocftttes fbr ^tatftret to dedk 
and .adorn hfer with the spoils of grade: 

How thtee secret assistances are conveyed to 
UB, &dA the tnamter of their operation, W9 
paniiet perfectly cdmprehend. Neither dan we 
ekpllalin how tjjedew of heaven imfwe^niales the 
'68[rtfa ahd toakes it fruitfnl. But as theidroipi^ 
of ram cottie down from heaven iiat their season 
to water the iiJrrows of the earth, and caitse 
the Kttle TalUes thereof to laugh and sing, so 
til^ay ihe dew of God's beavei>ly blessii^ de- 
BcmiT'VLpoti us : may it soften oUr hea]H:6, and 
prepare them for growth and improvement 
der its gracious influences; and may cur 
obedience and thankfulness return np thither, 
1^ the smell of a field which the lord hath 
-fMegsed, 

^d^» the comnlUQication of God^s Spirit 
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trith tb« hidden m^n aC the hearty is, ia thtl 
wdiBMy methods of its aetkig, so geatle and 
)Bai(>erceptiUe, that what is transacted tbera 
tuight. s^m to be the sole r^suh of .our roa^a 
acid :bett«c choice ; did f^ot experieace as w^l 
9^ scripture abundaatly testify, that in ourselyes^ 
aue.in^ our flesh dwelleth no good thing: §q 
tiuAw^ are obliged^ in reason and justicei to 
write tt^n eyery good action which ^ve perforoi 
that coinfession of St. Paul : Not I^ but ike grace 
iof God that is in me. 

But hoivtever w€ak and unequal -we may 
fircrv^ in the ifight between thd .flesh and tb^ 
^fitkp ^ we may be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his mighty who spoiied princi- 
palities and jpowers^ and made a shew of them 
op&dy; leading them as so osiany pinioi^ 
captives after tl^ chariot of his cross. 
- Sut if the supeimatural assistances of God's 
^ace are so aeoessary to man's obedience, and 
jwithtl so fk>werful in their operation, it «nay 
he asked, bow comes it to pass that they mr^ 
iiot always efiKeetual ? The answer to this 
4C}aestion was the second thing proposed. 

ThiHt all thbags ane alike .to an omnipotent 
fieing>^ aflBid that the spirit of God c^m work so 
loFceably a£; toosiake all opposition iall b^ore 
4t, miist be granted. But we hai^iio reason P9 
inffSg fyoBOBk thence, that this Ahaaighty Beijiig 
^cts to the utmofit stretch and extent of his 
*power. 

He 'was pleased once lo .create man at fuU 
stature; is there any reason that he should 
iililways do so ? He cop^verted St. Paul ;in a mosit 
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miraculous manner; has any man a right i& 
hope for the like favour? Frequent instances 
of such overpowering grace we must not expect 
to meet with ; because, to invert the nature or 
things, to break through ^the fundamental law^ 
of the creation, though it may serve to demon- 
strate the power of the Almighty, yet, with 
reverence be it spoken, it does not irqually 
commend his wisdom. But, manifold as the 
works of God are, in wisdom hath he made 
them all. 

And since it was agreeable to his wis^m 
that man should be furnished with a principle 
to discern between good and evil, and a liberty^ 
of acting in pursuance of that prindple, unless 
God should alter our nature, pluck out the 
essentials of a man, and make him another 
creature, he cannot deal with us otherwise 
than as voluntary agents, in a manner suitable* 
to our faculties : by persuasion, not constraint ; 
l>y exercising our powers, not over-ruling them; 
in such a way and by such methods as mayim* 
prove human nature, hot supersede and ilestroy 
it. . Therefore, ttiough the grace of God be 
mighty, it is not violent to compel j though 
strong, it is not irresistible : it demands a ready 
entertainment, and when we perform our part, 
the end is answered. For, as Mary was the 
mother of Christ, so the Christian soul muit be 
the parent of its divine productions. 

Whereas, if a man will obstinately hold out 
against the means of grace; abuse and resist 
the holy Spirit, ai»d refuse to be overcome, 
those gracious assistances may, in the event. 
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.^prove ineffectual ; not because grace was want- 
ing to us, but because we were wanting to 
grace: as the sun in its meridian brightness 
cannot make a man see, if he will shut his 
eyes and obstinately wink hard against it. I 
now proceed. 

Thirdly^ To lay before yoti the justice of 
God in withdrawing the slightest offers of his 

grace. 

Simon, Simon J (saith our blesl^ed Lord) bcr 
hold Satan hath desired to have thee, but I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not. The 
devil is not more vigilant to work our destruc- 
tion, than the Spirit of God is to defeat his 
attempts. <»- But when men are obstinately at- 
taqhed to the enemy, and betray the succours 
of grace; when neither the judgments of God 
can le^rn them righteousness, nor his goodness 
lead them to repentance, then the controversy 
is decided. Just is it with God to give them up 
as unworthy of his future care. 

The doctrine of God's consigning men over 
to a reprobate mind, in pursuance of an absolute 
irrespective decree, draws consequemces ailer it 
too horrid to be mentioned, and turns his 
gracious dealings with men into downright 
mockery^. Contrary to this pernicious doctrine, 
h^w does the gpod Qod wait that he may be 
•gracious? Pay. attendance upon us through 
the tedious stages of our folhr and vanity ; 
knocking at the door of our Hearts, and im- 
portuning for admittance? How does he be- 
come a supplicant to his creatures, and court 
the WQrk of his own hand ? He that shed tears 
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nt the ffrttw f)f Lazarns • M^pt ttrer the city of 
Jerusalem, saying, O JervsateTky wilt thou not 
!be made clean, tchen shnll it once be? In what 
•affectionate and endearing terms does be ex- 
postulate Vith them: Why will ye die? As I 
'live, 1 have no pleasure in the death of him that 
tHeth ; turn yourselves and live f Mow often 
'weuid ih'ove gathered ytnt as a Iten gatker^th tier 
chickens under her wings, and ye would n(fi ! Ot 
ihat there were suck a heart in tiieM, thai they 
ffftntld 'keep my commandments alwaysi that if 
might be wdltoitk ihem arid tfwir seed far ever. 
^ ll^QW, if aJl *he methods of tiis goodness 
tHmhot 'Hdform Hiem ; if all his loving i:indiiei86 
%e repiiid w^th ingratitade Hud <MM)tempt ; and 
the oflSer s of hfs grace produce ^no other eflfect 
thmn a^ase a«d»scom ; no bonder if God witht- 
^k^tim Im fneiry from <us, and sliat ^ bis k)Tiii^ 
Idndne^ ill' displeasure. 

We 'may expect, t^hat' Bfce «m abused friend, 
he will ply us fto mere with ufi\Telo€rme in^ 
portttf¥iities» 'bi]% suflfer ^'«rAdnd'dest^ against^ 
^Otfrselves to prosper. I^ndirh«t iojusUce ctah 
we eh'ai^ fSiis pr«0eedii!i§ wifth, which ^ampvate 
to no more tfian, 'itffcer ttftny unsnicceeifliil aaA 
iteglected oflBvces •cf iindness, *© oease oemtetxi- 
TOg wilii Wi^^ftobes w4io »wfll.m)!t%eperfiuwd6d"4a' 
^eir wvn ^d'rantage? Winch Jeaas m€*o Ishe 

Q?OQrthHndlastii^o>pi9saU'MF4iith4s to^Mmeider 
tko'dreadM conditien of'thMe^fromwhom^ifce 
grace tSF ^God is ^'#hft^awn. 

A •condition, -such a^ -Height justify gie liberty 
x>f4;he speaker, should -he liifee^hofie. j^eromptory 
^"ords ef Efli^lm, concernwig ^rihads^^ •kmg4i( 
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Syria, The Lord hath shewed me that he shall 
Purely die. For how can their case be other 
than desperate, whom the unerring physician of 
our souls hath given over unto death, as 
men who have no appetite to do good ; have 
lost all sense of their duty, and in whom the 
spiritual pulse is gone ? They would not ac- 
cept of God's grace to prevent their sins, and 
now they are denied that grace to repent of 
them. They have extinguished the light of 
reason, blotted out the law of their nature, and 
effaqed the notions of good and evil. And 
what principle, I pray, remains to curb and re- 
strain the violence of their lusts ? What should 
hinder, but that they go on with an uninter- 
rupted sanguine security, to work all manner 
of iniquity and uncleanliness with greediness; 
treasuring up for themselves wrath against the 
day of wrath; whicK when the measure of their 
iniquity is filled upi shall come upoif, them to thf 
uttermost. 

Sleep 01^ now and take your rest, are the 
words of the Son of Man to his disciples, when 
the hour was come that he should be taken away 
from them. And if we are deaf to the repeated 
calk of the holy Spirit ; if they cannot rouse us 
to watchfulness and prayer; the time will 
come when he shall be taken away from us, and 
then we shall be suffered to sleep on, and take 
our rest, 'till we awake either in this or another 
world (not to escapnl) but to see bur eternal 
destruction. Thep, perhaps, we shaj[l call upoii 
God, but he will not hear, or if he vouchsafe us 
siny answer, we must expect that sarcasticsyl 

L 
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killing reproach: Ye have forsaken met and 
served other Gods ; gOy cry unto the Gods whom 
ye have served. 

Thus I have gone through all the particulars^ 
at first proposed. Let me now intreat a little 
more of your patience, whilst I make a short 
application of what has been said. 

Now the foregoing discourse should persuade 
us (from a sense of our own weakness and in- 
sufliciency) to watch and pray incessantly for 
the divine assistance ; plying earnestly at the 
throne of Grace, that it would please the Al- 
mighty, who knoweth whereof we are made, 
to grant us the help of his grace, to enlighten 
our understandings that we may know, and in- 
cline our wills that we may pursue the things 
that belong to our peace. Of the success of 
these addresses we cannot doubt, being war- 
ranted by our Lord himself thus to argue : If 
yey being evily knozv hozv to give good gifts unto 
your children^ how much more shall your heaveidy 
Father give the holy spirit to them that ask him ? 
But then, we must meet all his assistances with 
a ready compliance, welcome every suggestion 
of this blessed Monitor^ lest he withdraw the 
slighted offers of his mercy, and make no fur- 
ther attempts upOu men, too hard to be" softened, 
too desperate to be reclaimed. 

Justice, we know, is as much a perfection of 
the divine Nature as Mercy, because both are 
infinite. 'Tis our privilege, and cost him dear 
who purchased it for us, that from offended 
Justice we may appeal to Mercy; but Mercy- 
despised and outraged, whither shall we turn, or 
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where shall we seek for refuge. If grace and 
iialvation itself be abused and turned into wan- 
tonnness, who or what shall save us from the 
wrath to come ? 

Who knows how far the measure of his ini- 
quity is from being filled up ? Who can ascer- 
tain the time when the diffinitive irreversible 
doom shall pass upon him ? Who knows, but 
being advanced thus towards the regions of 
death, the next step may sink us to such a 
depth from whence there is no return. 

To conclude; since there is no judgment, 
short of hell, like that of being given vp to our 
own hearts lustSy and suffered to icalk after our 
own counsels^ let us pray, in the words of our 
Liturgy, that God would " deliver us from 
hardftess of heart, and contempt of his word 
dnd commandments ; that he would be pleased 
to work in us both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure, that so we may work out our salvation 
with fear and trembling, and receive the reward 
of that grace which was not bestowed upon us 
in vain in the realms of everlasting glory. 
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THE VARIOUS DELUSIONS 



Galations vi. 7. 

Be not deceived ; God is not mocked ; for what* 
soever a man sowethy that shall he also reap . 



The great Apostle St, Paul, in this text, has 
laid down the general and fundamental doctrine 
of the Christian religion, which is, that every 
man shall finally be rewarded according to his 
actions in this life. 

This is a maxim so agreeable to the natural 
reason of mankind, that it is universally made 
the foundation of all laws ; it is the main- 
tenance and support of government, and the 
pillar and ground-work of all religion. This 
doctrine, that every creature shall at the last 
awful day of judgment, be rewarded by the 
unerring and impartial judgment of the great 
Creator; this, I say, is undeniably proved by 
all the principles of reason, and expressly con- 
firmed, not only by numberless passages in the 
old Testament, but we are frequently assured ot 
it by our divine Legislator in the new. Yet 
so numerous, so various are the delusions of 
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sin, and such a mist of darkness do the sensual 
desires of mankind cast before their own eyes, 
that the Apostle thought it absolutely necessary 
to give his too easily deluded brethren this 
caution in my text, and frequently to repeat it, 
in other places, upon the like occasion. Be not 
deceived, says he, neither fornicators, nor idol- 
ators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 
of themselves with mankind. Tier thieves, 7ior 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex- 
tor tiomrs, shall inherit the kingdom of heaven; 
and then assures them, and us, that because of 
these things cometh the wrath of God upon tha 
children of disobedience ; even upon the heathens, 
if they live in their debauched practices, con- 
trary to the light of nature, and to the eternal 
laws of truth and reason. 

That prudent and considerate man, who 
takes a survey of the world about him, cannot 
but be astonished and grieved at the madness 
and folly of the generality of his fellow crea- 
tures, who act, for the most part, like rational 
beings, except in that important concern of a 
life after this; which (with shame and grief be 
it spoken) is seldom thought of 'till they are 
ready to launch into it 

And whence can this proceed from ? Why, 
from the many deceitful objects tliat they meet 
with in this theatre of vanity, which draw them 
from their duty, and prevent them from ob- 
serving this great foundation of religion, that 
tt\ery man shall finally receive of God ac- 
cording to what he, has done, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil. 
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What the principle of these delusions are, I 
shall make it the business of this discourse to 
enquire. 

The first, then, that most obviously offers 
itself in the survey of mankind, is that general 
carelessness and inattention which most men do 
tmfortunatelv labour under. Instead of con- 
sidering the design of their creation, we find 
them in the pursuit of ambition andcovetousnes^. 

The ambitions man spends his days in the 
quest of fame, and in aspiring to posts of ho- 
nour ; and in this he places his chief happiness. 
But could he be persuaded to suffer his reason 
to throw off the mask, which his fancy has put 
upon these things, he would then discover 
nothing but emptiness and vanity. He would 
then perceive, th9.t there is no glory like that 
of a generous and honest mind ; no applause 
like that of a man's conscience, when it dis* 
plays itself in good and virtuous actions* And 
who would quit the fnward joy and content of 
his soul for the perishing baubles of this tran- 
sitory world ? This would be to leave a lasting 
happiness to follow a phantom or dream. 

But, notwithstanding all this, what dififi-^ 
culti^s do menr chuse to undergo, only to be 
loaded with heavier sorrows; to be amazed 
%ith greater fears, and to bring upon them- 
selves greater trouble and perplexity. In like 
manner, the covetous man, whose mind is con- 
tinually bent upon accumulating wealth, and 
making a fortune, who is continually filling hi? 
bags with gold, and hoarding up his money, 
only brings upon himself so much the mor^ 
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vexation and anxiiety. For between the care 
of keeping, and the fear of losing this idol of 
ius heart, he is deprived of the enjoyment of 
that which, perhaps, he has been toiling for 
the greatest part of his life. So idle and so 
fruitless is all the industry of ambition and 
covetousness! 

Behold the unthinking man, who breaks hi^ 
sleep, aqd racks his brain, and employs his 
skill to no purpose, but to be more unhappy 
and uneasy than he was before. He labours 
continually to gratify his passions and appetites^ 
and is so far from paying that homage which is 
due from a despicable worm to an all^glorious 
Creator, that his life is one continued series of 
rebellion. He never allows himself time to 
consider, that the great God is a constant spec- 
tator of all his actions. He little thinks that 
he is acquainted with all his ways ; that he has 
beset him behind and before; that he is present 
in our hearts, and beholds all the impurity that 
is acted in our thoughts and desires/' 

The supreme Being is conscious to the fraud 
of the unjust deceiver; there is not a proud 
thought or secret lust in pur hearts but he views 
with the utmost indignation. 

No idle pretences, no pitiful excuses, no pleas 
of necessity, will avail that man (in the day of 
judgment) who has habitually neglected tiie^ 
service of God, and apostatized from the faithJ^ 
For however he may stiile his conscience ^M 
impose upon the world, yet the great King of 
Heaven cannot be deceived. He can discern 
the heart of an hypociritical Pharisee under alj- 

M 
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h)& broad pbilactory, and knows from what 
fountain his actions proceed. There is no 
trimming with the world without his knowledge ; 
nor can the most sly and subtle sinner act any 
thing so secret as to escape the all-seeiftg eye 
of that God who is too pure to behold iniquity 
without punishing the offender. With what 
awful reverence, then, ought we to think of 
this all-powerful and all-seeing God ! - When 
we consider that there is a day of retribution 
hourly approaching us, when we shall all be 
called to an account,, and the most minute cir- 
cumstances shall be evidently disclosed. But, 
alas! how little do men make of that day^ 
and how greatly do they slight that judgment. 
. In this world there appears to be no difference 
between the just and the unjust, but that it 
fiires much alike with hi'm that sacrifices, and 
with him that sacrifices not ; this draws men> 
inconsiderately, into the paths of vice, as if 
things would never have an end, but should 
always continue as they now are; and so they 
go on, .adding one day's crime to anotlier, 'till 
they are surprized with the arrest of death ; 
at which time they would give, if it were 
possible, a thousand^ world3^ but for Hezekiali'i? 
leasee of life, to provide for that dreadful day 
hereafter. 

:. How vain is man ! Every many says holy 
David, at his best estate is altogeilier vanity. His 
19001 is deceived and ensnared 'by the suggestions 
of>his senses, which represent the visible objects 
•of this life so pleasing to his carnal appetites^, 
that things of a spiritual natqre are to him as^ 
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mere matters of fancy and conceit. And when 
the world has got possession of his heart, it hds 
all the powers and faculties of his n^ind 4t com- 
mand, and he is captivated and made a slave to 
ungovernable passions; the consequence iif 
which is a coolness for spiritual improvement, a 
disrelish for religious duties, and a very dan- 
gerous'state of his soul. 

Indeed, it is very observabl^that those temp- 
tations in the world which appear very innq- 
<:ent and natural, are very often of fatal con- 
sequence. For instance, it is very natural, and 
very reasonable, that a man should endeavour to 
make a provision suitable to his station, and the 
state of his family. Our reason and conscience 
dictate, that we should be diligent in our call- 
ings, in order to the. support and comfort qf 
life. But then our minds are continually intent 
i^pon these things, without any regard to the 
one thing needful ; if we place our affections 
•upon them, and are continually anxious about 
them, they will be dangerous temptations. 
For when we covet the inches, honours, and 
pleasures of this world, they exclude the love 
of God from our hearts; they lead us int^ sin, 
which produces misery, and the end is eternal 
des.truction. 

Secondly, The next thing by which mankind 
are so easily deceived is, that they imagine God 
is very easy to be pacified, and is pleased with 
every little appearance of virtue, without re- 
garding men according to tlie whole ten our of 
a virtuous or vicious life. And hence, though 
they indulge themselves in the habit of any 

n3 
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plain vice, though they live in a state of adultery^ 
fornication, intemperance, fraud, or any other 
unrighteous act ; yet they hope to appease God 
with some external forms of worship; they 
think that their attendance at some place of 
public worship will screen their villainies in 
this life, and sufficiently atone for them in the 
next. Poor deluded sinners ! thus idly to im- 
pose upon thenyselves, and presumptuously to 
affront the Majesty of heaven ! 

Let them out consult the scriptures, and 
they will find, that no ceremonious methods of 
attonement will satisfy an offended God. This 
the prophet very strongly declares in these 
words : To what purpose is the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of 
the burnt offerings of ramSy and the fat of fed 
beasts ; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks', 
or of lambSy or of he-goats. When ye come to 
appear before me^ who hath required this at your 
hands to tread my courts f Bring no more vain 
oblations s incense is an abomination 7inlo me ; 
the new moons an4 sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot atvay xvith ; it is iniquity, 
even the solemn meeting. Your new moons, and 
appointed feasts, my soul hateth ; they are a 
trouble unto me ; I am weary to bear them. And 
when you spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you ; yea, when ye make long prayers, 
I zoill not hear : your hands are full of blood. 
Wash ye, make you clean ; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes. Cease tv do cvilx 
learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppress^ 
ed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widozvi 
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finally. Let not the sinner deceive himself. 
God is not to be mocked. If he goes on in an 
liabitual course of debaucherv, and thinks that 
God will accept of a few empty ceremonies, he 
will find himself sadly mistaken at the last. 
His hope will be the hope of the hypocrite, 
Avhich is as the spider's web. Rather let him 
remember tltat his future harvest will.be answer- 
able to the Jtctions of this life : and that as he 
hath sowuy so he must expect to reap ; i. e. he that 
SQweth to the flesh, he that gratifieth his sensual 
desires, shall reap corruption ; decaying plea- 
sures here, and eternal perdition hereafter, 
must be his portion. But he that soweth to the 
Spiritj he that makes a conscience of his duty, 
that adheres, as near as human frailty will 
admit, to the eternal laws of truth and reason, 
he, we are told, shall, of. the Spirit, reap ever- 
lasting lifei the Spirit of him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead, shall raise up him also; 
and, at the final day of retribution, shall reward 
his fidelity in this life with a crown of eternal 
glory in the next. 

Thirdly, Another delusion by which wicked 
men impose^ upon themselves, is that of their 
going on in a vicious course of life, upon the 
general notion of the mercy, patience, and 
goodness of the Almighty, never considering 
whether they themselves are proper and capable 
objects of his mercy and compassion. 

And these deceive themselves by fixing their 
attention wholly upon one single attribute of 
the Almighty ; and consider not the great God 
as endowed with all those perfections together. 
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which compleat the character of an all-wise aini 
righteous Governor of the Universe. 

They consider not, that as power, though 
infinite, is still confined to what is the object of 
power, and does, by no means, extend to con- 
tradictions 5 so mercy, however infinite^ is al- 
ways limited to things which naturally are the 
objects of mercy. Wherefore, though God is, 
indeed, long-suffering, and of great patience, 
and grants all mankind both space and time of 
repentance, (for he created none to perish, but 
would have all embrace the terms of salvation) 
I say, though God is thus forbearing, yet sin is 
an abomination to him ; his long suffering when 
abused will have an end, and with greater 
severity he will execute his vengeance upon the 
impenitent sinner. 

God has declared, that his Spirit shall not 
alxoays jtrive with man. Let not the sinner 
then despise the riches of his goodness, and for- 
bearance, and long suffering, as if he did not 
know that the goodness of God leadeth him to 
repentance : buty after the hardness and im^ 
penitency of his hearty treasures up to himself^ 
xvrath against the day of zvrathy and revelatiofi 
qf the righteous judgment of God, loho will 
render to every man according to his deeds : to 
them who, by patient continuance in well doing, 
seek for glory and honour, and immortality, 
eternal life : but unto them that are contentious, 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteous- 
ness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth eviL 
Tl^ flna] punishment of sin is not at all the 
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less certain by being remote and at a distance ; 
seeing that one day is with God as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. As St. 
Peter observes. The Lord knouieth hozv to reserve 
the unjust to the day of judgment to be punished. 

Great, therefore, is the deceit, and fatal the 
error, by which all those deceive themselves, 
who continue in their sins, because God's 
mercy, goodness, and compassion knows no 
bounds. 

Fourthly, Another delusion is, when men- 
value themselves upon their being of a particular 
sect, without any regard to the goodness of their 
lives andlu^tions. 

But let me tell those much deceived people^ 
that no particular profession will save its mem- 
bers ; for with what delusions soever, and m 
whatsoever forms men impose upon themselves, 
still the Apostle's assertion will for ever remain 
t^ne : He only that doth righteousness is righteous, 
and whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. 

The Jews valued themselves greatly in beinfi; 
the peculiar people of God, and despised alt 
such as were not of their own nation; and the 
Pharisees, in particular, looked with the utmost- 
contempt upon those whom they called Pub- 
licans and Sinners, and were ready to say, stand 
by thyself, for I am holier than thou. And yet 
we find that our Saviour regarded them not one 
jot the more upon this account, but often 
branded them as hypocrites, a generation of 
vipers, an evil and adulterous generation. And 
the instance of the Pharisee and Publican that 
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went into the Temple to pray, is sufficient td 
convince us that God is no respecter of persons ; 
for there we find, that the Publican was justi- 
fied rather than the Pharisee, notwithstanding^ 
that he valued himself so much upon his pro- 
fession. 

In a word, it is (through the merits of Christ) 
a man's integrity, and not his being of any 
particular sect, that must gain him acceptance 
with God ; for, as St. Peter saith. In every 
natioiiy (and consequently in every denomina- 
tion) he thatfeareth hiniy and worketh righleous- 
nessj is accepted of him. 

Fifthly, The last delusion that I shall men- 
tion, and which is, above all, the most pernicious 
and extensive, is the imaginary design of future 
repentance.; 

The great doctrine of the gospel is this, that 
whosoever sincerely and effectually repents, 
shall, through the redemption and intercession 
of Christ Jesus, obtain remission of his past 
sins, and be rewarded with eternal happiness. 
But shall a sinner imagine that he may, from 
hence, indulge hiniself in a debauched and ijn-. 
righteous way of life, apd repent just when he 
thinks fit ? Can he flatter himself that an all- 
powerful and righteous God will be content with 
the cold services of his old age, when the devil 
has had the services of his youth ? Is an earthly 
king to be persuaded to turn his court into 
an hospital, and to be attended by cripples ? " 
Even to imagine him capable of being pre- 
vailed upon to do such a thing, either by 
flattery or persuasion, would be an affront tp 
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his understanding. And shall we thiak that 
to be right in man, which is not so in the 
Almighty ? 

Such a Repentance as this is turning the grace 
of God into wantonness, or making Christ the 
fifiinister of sin ; or, according to the words in 
my text,- deceiving ourselves by attempting to 
mock God. For the repentance spoken of in 
the gospel is not the passion, but the virtue of 
repentance ; it is a- real change of mind ; such 
a sincere amendment of life and manners as is, 
in the scripture, very suitably and significantly 
styled the new man. 

And now, either there is a day of retribution, 
oT there is not ? If there is not, why then, what 
are we doing ? Why any regard to truth and 
honesty, any further than to keep but of the 
reach of human laws ? Why do w^ not make 
our way pleasant and easy through life> though 
we do it to the injury and disadvantage of our 
neighbours. Not to do so, when there is no 
account to be given either here or hereafter, i^ 
to confess ourselves narrow spirited and cowardly 
animals. 

But if thei^e is such an account, if there be 
any such thing as the comforts of Abraham's 
bosom, surely we should endeavour to obtain 
them. We should not postpone our repentance, 
as we know neither the day nor the hour of our 
master's coming ; but should embrace that gra- 
cious invitation of our Lord : Come tinta me all 
ye that labour J and are heatJif laderiy and I will 
give you rest. So reviving should it be to a poof 
.dinner, so comfortable to consider, that hi^ 
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offended God is, upon his sincere rep^ntancfe^ 
both willing and ready to forgive him* 

AVe should consider the uncertaint}r of our 
length of days, and that our future harvest will 
be answerable to >^hat we have sown in this 
life ; that it is now we must secure ourselves 
of that w^elcome sentence from the King of 
Glory : Well do?ie thou good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. Oh joyful 
words ! Oh welcome sentence I How greatly 
should we study to obtain it? How much 
45hould we despise the vain pomp and vanity of 
this life, if we hope to be liappy in the next ? 
How studious should we be to keep that tre- 
mendous day of account in our view ? And 
since we shall be rewarded according to our 
deeds, what manner of persons ought w^e to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness. 

But if the eternal weight of glory that awaits 
our good actions is not sufficient to excite us to 
forsake our darling sins, and, like lost sheep, to 
return to our great shepherd, perhaps the dread 
of an eternity of pain may have some influence 
upon us. 

Let us attend a little and hear the sentence 
which Christ himself tells us he will pronounce 
upon the wicked at the final day of judgment r 
Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting fire^ 
prepared for the devil and his angels. I say, let 
us attend to these words ; perhaps there may be 
more in them than we are aware of. Depart 
from me ye cursed. Where? Not to your 
former habitations which ye possessed on earth : 
not to fine houses, plenteous tables, great ofiices 



OF SIN. 99 

and dignities; not to wear your purple, and 
fare sumptuously every day : No, but to a 
gloomy prison of exquisite torments, from 
whence you shall never be released. Go to the 
place prepared for apostate spirits, dwell with 
thejn in misery, whom you chose to imitate in 
sin and rebellion against your Creator and 
Lord ; dwell with them that hate you, that have 
sought your ruin, and now will triumph over 
you in it ; and be as miserable as the mutual 
hatreds and contentions, the scorn and insults 
of enemies can make you ; and what is still 
worse, dwell in all this misery and vexation 
for ever ! 

Thus is the horror and woe of this sentence 
fortified on every part; and thus must every 
wicked man expect to be treated in another life. 

May such thoughts as these work in us such 
A change as may lay the foundation of the 
hopes of a welcome reception from the Lord 
of Life. 

I shall conclude with that merciful warning 
which Christ our Judge has left us upon record. 
Tak^ heed, says he, there/ore, to yourselves^ lest at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeit'^ 
ifig and drunkenness, and tJie cares of this life, 
and so that day come upon us unawares. For as 
a snare shall it come upon all them that dwell upon 
the face of tfie whole earth ; xiatchye, thereforcy 
and pray alzvays, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things^ that shall come to pass, 
and to stand b^ore the Son of Man. 
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Joshua xxiv. 15. 



But as for me and my house, u>e ^ill serve 

the Lord. 



From these words I shall take occasion to 
discourse to you of the necessity and great 
importance of private and family prayer. And, 
in order to this, I shall. 

First, Shew that it is the indispensible duty 
of every one t6 retire into his closet, and pray 
to his heavenlv Father in secret. 

Secondly, That it is the duty of every go- 
vernor of a family to call every one of his house- 
hold together, and offer up their joint prayers 
to God for his blessing and protection. 

Thirdly, I shall endeavour to answer the 
objections to this duty. 

And, lastly, conclude with a suitable ap- 
plication. 

First, I am to shew that it is the indispensible 
duty of every one to retire into his closet, and 
pray to his heavenly Father in secret. 

And this is very evident from the nature of 
the *hing itself. For private worship is a sui*er 
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testimony of our belief in God's omniscience, 
than public devotions can be, because it is not 
to be supposed that a man would shut himself 
in a closet and pray, unless he had a firm 
belief that he was addressing himself to a Being 
of infinite knowledge ; a Being who knows the 
secrets of his heart, knows his wants and in- 
firmities, and is all-powerfut to grant his re* 
quests whenever he sees it fitting. 

But in public prayer it may be otherwise. 
A man's heart is so treacherous, that he often 
deceives himself as well as the world, and makes 
himself believe that he is acting upon a religious 
motive, while he is influenced by views of 
interest, or a principle of vain glory : like the 
Pharisees of old, he prays in public, that he may 
be seen of men, out of custom, decency, or 
some worldly motive. 

But in private prayer a person, cannot be 
deceived, because praying in secret is founded 
upon the belief of God's omniscience, and the 
constant exercise of it must naturally keep up 
in our minds a due sense of being under the all- 
seeing eye of God, which will be a means to 
restrain us from committing even the most 
secret sin ; and it is our secret sin that we are in 
the greatest danger of. 

Besides, in private we have an opportunity 
to be more particular in our prayers than it is 
possible to be in public. We have, all of ujs, 
some particular sins to confess ; some particular 
temptations to pray against ; some particular 
wants to be satisfied, and some particular 
blessings to give thanks for. Now, we cannot 
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make these particular circumstances, peculiai^ 
to each of us, the subject of our public devo^/ 
tions ; therefore we must retire into our closets, 
and pray to our heavenly father iff secret. 

If we attend the public devotions of our 
families, or at the church, ever so constantly, 
still there is a necessity for daily private devo* 
tions, that we may confess our secret sins, give 
thanks to God for our particular blessings, and 
pray particularly for his divine Grace to protect 
us from those temptations to which we are 
most liable. 

When we are thus particular in confessing 
our secret sins, and in acknowledging the 
mercies and blessings of our Creator, it must 
have a much stronger effect upon our mind^ 
than if we only did all this in a public and 
general manner. 

Among the many excellent instructions givea, 
"by our Saviour to liis disciples is this : iVltcrt 
thou prayesty enter into thy closet^ and lohen thaw 
hast shut the door^ pray to thy Father which is 
in secret y and thy ^ other , which seeth ir^^ secret y 
shall rezvard thee openly. And this he practised 
himself; he chose a mountain, a desert, or a 
gaixJen', for this purpose ; and, that he might be 
more private, he prayed at night; when he 
was unobserved by any human eye.' A great 
zvhile before it zvas day^ Ihe zoent out a?id dcpurted 
into a solitary place, and there prayed. A^ 
another time, he continued all night in prayer 
to God. 

Man}^ examples of this kind we have in riie 
scriptures: Hannah prayed unto the Lord^ and 
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tMpt soti ; she spoke in lier hearty and her voice 
foas not heard. David remembered God upon 
his bed, feind meditated on him in the night- 
watches. Abraham was alone when he stood 
before the Lord and prayed for Sodom. Jere- 
miah's soul wept in secret places for the pride 
of his people. And Peter went up upon the 
house top to pray about ^the sixth hour. All 
ihese are toritten for our learnings that we, 
through patience and comfort of the scriptureSf 
77iight have hope. 

\Ve are not obliged always to be upon our 
kneeS) but we ought once every day at least to 
retire into some secret place, and perform this 
important duty. And, when we do this, it 
will be an effectual means of increasing our 
faith; will make us perfectly resigned to the 
Avill of Providence, and ready to perform all 
possible acts of kindness to our fellow creatures. 
When we come out of the closet to worship 
God in the family, or to the public worship in 
church, we are then much better prepared for 
it than if we had neglected this duty ; the 
public ordinances would be more improving to 
ns, and we should relish religious exercises with 
greater pleasure. 

What can tend more to alleviate an afflicted 
mind, which is, perhaps, labouring under the 
pressure of losses and disappointments, under 
sickness, or some bodily pain, than to retire in 
secret and vent its grief, and implore the^divine 
assistance? And what greater comfort can 
there be to a man, than to think that be is 
addressing himself to a gracious Father, who 

o 
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has promised to reward him openly for such 
secret acts of piety ? The bountiful Creator 
will, most assuredly, rewaixi him openly in this 
life, or that which is to come. 

Every one has something in his constitution 
or situation that subjects him to particular 
tetjmptations, which requires that he should be 
very watchful over himself; to give a due at- 
tention to his thoughts, words, -and actions, and 
to keep a strong guard where he finds himself 
most exposed to danger. And how is be to do 
this, unless he retires into his closet to examine 
his actions, and pray to the supreme Being to 
guard and protect him ? 

If ye will be followers of Christ, and those 
good men whose examples are recorded in 
scripture for our imitation, we must needs 
think ourselves under the highest obligation to 
pray^ in secret. And m hen we accustom our- 
selves to this, we shall obtain an habitual 
temper of devotion ; so that whenever we catch 
oursdves in. a fault, we shall naturally address 
ouf minds to God in a penitential ejaculation : 
and this we may do in company as well as in 
the closet. 

As prayer is the life of religion, so short 
ejaculations are the life of prayer. And fre- 
quency of prayer requires that we should offer 
up short ejaculations to God. We have abundant 
instances of this sort in scripture, especially 
ia the Book of Psalms. Holy David took 
occasion f>om almost every circumstance of 
life, to break out into pathetic starts of de- 
votion, which kept his heart continually warni. 
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When he was in . distress, . he would comfort 
himself after this majiner : ^ W7iy art thou cast 
down, O my soul ; put thy trust in. God. Upon 
the receipt of any singular Westing he would 
say. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
nil his benefits. When be was in heaviness he 
woul4 think upon God. When his heart was 
vexed, he would complain in some such words 
as these : The sorrows of, my heart, O God, are 
enlarged ; Q brir^ thou ,me out of (ill my troubles. 
As soon as he was ^delivered from his troubles 
he would say. Turn again, then, unto thy rtst, 
O. my soul, for the Lord ^ hath sustained thee. 
Every obserFation that occurred to his mind 
upon God, Nature, and himself, generated the 
most rapturous exclamiations of praise imd 
thankjsgiving. The. Publican smote upon his 

< breast,, and cried out, ,God be merciful to me . a 
sinner. Our Saviour expressed himself in short 
petitions, making frequent stops and inter- 

; missions : Father, if . thou . be wiUi^, remove 
this cup from me, 8Cc. And again , Father, for- 
give them, for t/iey know not wliat they do. . St. 

-. Stephen also,, wheji he. prayed for his murderers, 

. 3aid, Lord Jesus receive my spirit : lay notJhis 
sin to their charge. 

From these instances, we see how necessary 

. it is to call.frequently upon God. in short ejacu- 
lations. And let it be .considered,, that God 
regards the temper of the soul more than the 
length of a prayer : the short ejaculation of the 
Publican was more acceptable t than the long 
prayer of the Pharisee. .. 

03 
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Having, I think, made it appear that private 
prayer is a great Christian duty^ I shall now. 

Secondly, Shew that every governor of a; 
family is bound to call every one of his house- 
holdjtogether, and offer up their joint prayers to 
God for his blessing and protection. . 

And this, because it is the duty of every 
Christian, let him be in what station soever, to 
promote piety and religion, the glory of God, 
and the welfare and happiness of his fellow- 
creatures. A king, as supreme ; a clergyman,, 
as the pastor of his parish ; and a master, as the 
head of his family, are all, in their respective 
stations, God's stewards, and must give an 
account of their stewardship. It therefore 
highly becomes them to act with that integrity 
and uprightness which is justly expected of 
them by their great Lord and Master, who 
will most assuredly require the blood of such as 
perish through their neglect, at their hands. 

Every family, then, must be considered as a 
little parish, and the governor of it (if I may 
so speak) a priest, who is as much obliged to 
watch over the spiritual welfare of those under 
his charge, as a minister of a parish is over 
those of his flock. If any man provide not for 
hisown^ saitU St. Paul, and especially for those of 
his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel. And I am sure be must 
deny the faith every day who neglects to pro- 
vide for the spiritual welfare of his family, in 
not instructing them in the principles of reli- 
gion, and calling them together every morning 
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nnd evening to implore God's blessing and 
protection. 

How unbecoming a Christian must that man 
be, who can see his family disperse of an eren- 
ing without any religion, and meet again of a 
morning, like the other animals about his house, 
only to be fed ; and never think of making so 
much as the poor returns of a grateful heart 
for all the blessings he enjoys from his most 
Grracious and bountiful Creator. 

When this is the case, (and God knows it h 
loo much the case) it is a sad indication of a 
Jatent infidelity, which, if not speedily rooted 
out, will, I am afraid, be the ruin of many 
families. 

Wlvat a dreadful account must he expect will 
be i'equired of him, by his Creator and Judge, 
who riot only neglects his duty in this respect, 
but, by his bad example, encourages his wife, 
his children, and servants, to forget their 
Maker, and live without God in the world ? 
Surely, every master of a family should lay this 
home to his serious consideration ! But, alas ! 
go into many houses, and, I am afraid, we may 
say as Abraham said to Abimelech, Hurely the 
fear of God is not in tins place! So far from 
finding any family worship, we shall find strife, 
contention, and animosity, prevail ; so far from 
hearing the language of charity, that we may 
hear the reputation and good name of some one 
of our neighbours treated with cruel aspersion, 
and wicked calumny. 

This is not to act like that devout man 
Cornelius, who feared God with all his house. 
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and prayed to God always. It is npt fpUowing 
the example of Job, who, when the daysof the 
feasling of his sons..9,nd daughters were gone 
about, offered bujrntpfferingSi according to the 
number of them all, for fear that they might 
have committed. spme sin d^^ing^the time of 
their mirth and jollity : and this, he did not once 
or twice, but continually. Keither is it, activg 
like Joshua, who declared, that as for, himself 
and his house, they would serve the Lord. But it 
is acting (I cannot say like heathens: for;they, 
even at this day, have their household Goas, 
and call upon th^m morning and evening, bat) 
like, persons who have no serious thoughts of 
God and religion, and, by the most qadnstrops 
ingratitude, declare themselves unworthy of his 
blessing and protection. 

How is the blessing of God to be expected 
upon a family who have no thoughts of him ? 

. Is there not much greater reason to expect" a 

. curse ? 

What! though God sends his rain upon the 
just .and on the. unjust; grants many, an un- 
grateful sinner an abundance of outward enjoy- 

',ments, sujch as riches, honour, and pl^j^ure ; 

. and delivers him from many calamities, .^nd 
sustains him in bodily health, yet these enjoy- 
ments, commonly prove a snare to him, by bis 
abusing them to wicked purposes; and though, 
in this life, he. may hav^ his fill of worldly en- 
joyments, yet he may wish hereafter that he 
never had been rich, great, and prosperous j and 
find, to his unspeakable grief, that he has no 

, portion Jdlotted him in the JSiingdom of heaven ! 
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Many imagine^ that if they ofier up their 
parity ers to God in private, it is sufficient; but 
this is to act like a hermit, or one who shuts 
himself up in a* cloister; and cares for none but 
himself. For thoagh a man may be very 
exact in bw own^ private devotions, and trust to 
each one of his fainily to do the like, yet he 
may be deceived; and if he is deceived, he 
will have lio prayer at all in his family, at leaet 
none but his own. And though sin lies at the 
door of every onfe* in his hbus^, who neglects to 
pray inr^setereti yet it will hie his i fault that there 
IS this neglect. And the miscarriages of many 
families, it may reasonably be presumed; pro- 
ceed from this source : children grow undutiful, 
idle, anc^ wicked; servants disobedient, guilty 
of eye service, as meu pleasers, and not fearing 
God. The governor of the family looses that 
respect which is juistly his due ; and which, 
if be had kept up a sense of religion in his 
house, he would, in all probability, never have 
had reason to complain of. For, when children 
and servants are taught duty and disobedience 
for conscience sake, they will then chearfully 
act agreeable to their stations. And though 
after all endeavours to make children and ser- 
vants religious, they should prove otherwise, he 
has the comfortable satisfaction to'think he has 
done his duty; and that God, the righteous 
Judge,' will reward him for it at last^ 

Besides, every family, as so many servants 
of God united under one head, have all ^me 
common sins to confess, some common blessings 
to ask, some common dangers to fear, and some 
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common mercies to give thanks for ; it is there^ 
fore highly reasonable that the governor should 
call them together^ as many as can be at leisure^ 
twice a day> in the morning and in the evening > 
and, by himself, or some one of the family, 
confess their sins to God, offer up their prayers 
for what they want, and their thanksgivings for 
what they enjoy. 

Gratitude and self-interest require this. 

Gratitude for those common blessings which 
they enjoy from the best of Beings ; for tlieir 
existence, their liealth, their continual preser* 
vation, and, above all, for their redemption from . 
$io and death, by the blood of Christ. 

Self-interest also requires this. 

For promoting family religion is the best 
means of promoting the temporal as well as the 
eternal welfare of the whol^ family ; because 
godliness has ike promise of the life that now is, 
as well as that ivhick is to come. And, on the 
other hand, when it is neglected, we may rea- 
sonably expect, that God will, according to the 
propliet Jeremiah, pour out his fury upoA the 
families that call not upon his name. 

And not only the reasonableness of the duty, 
but the practice of our blessed Saviour, and the 
example of the primitive Clwistians, enforce it. 
We read that our Saviour was often alone pray- 
ing with his disciples, who were then his little 
family. And the primitive Christians were so , 
exemplary in this particular, that St. Paul, in 
his ^istles, often styles the house of such 
families, a church : Salute the brethren^ says 
lie, which are in Laodicea,, and Nympas^ an^. 
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the church which is in his house, arid in several 
ether places. 

I think I need say no more to convince yoii 
that family prayer is a Christian duty ; I shall, 
therefore, proceed in the 

Third place. To consider the objectiorii^ that 
may be made to this duty. 

And one may be, that as family prayer is 
now almost totally disused, at least by the gene- 
rality of those who profess themselves to be 
members of thej church of England, a man who 
attempted to introduce this in his family would 
be looked upon by his neighbours as a singular, 
precise fellow ; and, perhaps, be branded with 
the iiame of a Methodist. 

Now, as to the singularity of it, I am willing 
td hope, that it is riot so singular as many 
imagine: I hope there are many families who 
make a conscience of performing this duty, anid 
yet are no Methodists. Strange ! that what 
has been universally acknowledged ks fit and 
reasonable by the best and wisest of men, and 
enforced by the exaimple of Christ, siiould, in 
these days, be thought an exercise only be- 
coming a mad Enthusiast. 

Surely, this is doing great honour to the 
cause of Methodism, and is a great reproach to 
ui of the est2d>lished church. What ! cannot a 
man worship God in his family without being a 
Methodist? Surdy he can. It only becomes 
^ Methodist to assert such a thing; and too 
hianr of them, 1 am afraid, have too much 
cause to assert it. 

However, if we will consider, we sliall easily 

p 
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be persuaded, that the disuse of family religiori 
in as much chargeable upon every individual 
governor of a family as it is upon the gene- 
rality ; because every governor that omits it^ 
contributes to make it so much the more ge- 
geral, therefore has no reason to charge it upon 
his neighbours*. 

A man cannot be justified in hi^ neglect of 
this duly, because he fears to be singular. 
Had Noah feared to be singular when God 
commanded him to build an ark for the pre* 
serration of his family, they must have perished 
in the deluge. Joshua did not fear to be singu- 
lar, when he spoke Ihe words in the text. If, 
iJaith he, // seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, 
clmse yov this day trhom you tvill serve, whether 
the Cods which your fathers served, that uere 
on the other side of the floods or the Gods of the 
JmorifeSy in whose land ye dwell : but as for 
me and mv house, we will serve the Lord. And 
this resolution of his had that good effect upon 
the people, that they likewise unanimously 
agreed to j^erve the Lord. And were a few 
governors of families to follow the example of 
Joshua, they might also excite more to do «o^ 

I am aware but of one more objection, and 
that is, that it interferes with our worldly 
business. '* Men who are obliged to earn their 
bread with the sweat of their brows, must attend 
early to business, therefore cannot find tin^e to 
pray with their families.'^ 

To this it may be answered, that though it 
may so happen that a man cannot attend his 
family of a morning, yet he may depute some 
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one in his house to perform this duty in his 
absence; and, in the evening, he can always 
be present himself when his Avork is done, which 
is never so late as to exclude family worbhip : 
and he will find more satisfaction in this than 
in spending his time at a public house, as is 
generally the case. - 

As to such as are not obliged to bodily labour, 
and gentlemen of fortune, oui: nobility, and 
suchlike great families^ they are utterly inexr 
cusable, and can by no means acquit themselves 
to their own tJonsciences, or in the sight of God. 
Give me leave now, in the 

Last place. To apply what has beeu: said to 
your serious consideration. 

Are you not all desirous of making a3uitable 
provision for your children ^^ Do not men, in 
general^ strive to accumulalje wealth, to give 
their children a good education,, and set them 
up in the world ? And should you not much 
XQpre be careful to instruct theipa in the pjzin- 
ciples of religion ? to give them an early sense 
€»f piety ^ and a just reverenqe of ,God ?, Haw 
monstrously incon^sistent then i$ it to ; be cour 
timis^ly a^n^ious about theiv teiiiporal pros- 
pe^rity^ andi,at the same time, neglect their 
blotter p^rt, tlieir preeio.us and immortal souls ? 
Bftt w:hen men do 30, il ^shews that they have 
no true notion of religion themselves ; for if 
they had, if the love of Qod were shi*d abroad 
in their owjQ hearts, it would naturaUy lead them 
to do their utmost to provider, for the spiriinal 
velfape of others, and especially those of tlieir 
own house. 

t3 
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We are apt to complain when our servant? 
are unjust to us; and yet, who can be morti 
unjust than those who, in return for their ser- 
vants labours, take no care to provide for their 
inestimable souls ? 

The time will copie when they shall know 
they ought to have given them some spiritual 
as well as temporal wages ; and that if any of 
them are lost through the governor's neglect, 
he will most assuredly be called to an 9ecott|!|t 
for it. 

The blessing of God upon our families^ ; the 
good success of our honest endeavours in prp- 
curing a comfortable subsistence ; and, above 
all, a peaceful conscience, and a glorious pros-f 
pect of futurity, depend, in a great measul'e, 
upon family religion. 

But if neither the favour of God, our tem? 
poral prosperity, nor the good of <>ur children 
and servants, will have arty effect upon us, per- 
haps the consideration of a future judgment at 
the bar of heaven, before which all mulst appear^ 
may have some influence upon us. We must 
all, say« the Apostle, appear before the judg'- 
ment seat of Christ j there to ansxoer for the 
deeds done in the body, whether they he good, or 
wfiether they be evil. If this be the^^ase, (and 
no one can disprove it) how then will that ser- 
vant, who was made ruler over his lord's house- 
hold, and neglected to give them meat in due 
season, excuse himself beford his lord, when 
he comes ? He may, perhaps, with the utmost 
liorror and de$pair, behold the wife of his 
bosom, his children, who were his crown ami 
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<1< light, and his servants, attributing their con- 
demnation to his neglect and bad example : and 
then, what can he expect but to be cut in 
sunder, and his portion appointed him with the 
hypocrites. 

Let these, and every other important con-» 
sideration, have a due effect upon your minds: 
you will then, I am persuaded, be ready to say, 
in the words immediately following the text, 
God forbid that we should Jor sake the Lord, And 
again, Nay^ but we w///, with our several house- 
lioldsy serve the Lord. 

Now, unto him that is able to keep you from 
fallings and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory, zvith exceeding Joy ; to tfie 
only wise God our Sainour be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. 4men. 
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SERMON VIII. 



IN WHICH IS SET FORTH 



IfATURE AND REASONABLENESS 
PUBLIC WORSHIP. 
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I Timothy ii. l. 

1 exhort, therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men. ^ _ 



These words evidently demonstrate, that 
St. Ps^ul looked upon supplications and prayers, 
as a duty incumbent on mankind, arising from 
our dependance upon God as the giver and pre- 
server of life, and from whom all the blessings 
we enjoy are derived, 

/ will, says the Apostle, that men pray every 
^jbere, lifting -tip hohf liands, without wrath and 
doubting. And this, he tells us, is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, zvho 
will have all men be saved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. And when we make truth 
the object of our minds, it will naturally dictate 
to us that there is a worship due to tlie supreme 
Governor of the Universe. 

I shall, therefore, in consequence of the ex- 
hortation in my text, endeavour to prove. 

First, That there is a worship due from the 
Creature to the Creator. And, 
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Secondly, I shall point out in what manner 
4hat worship is to be performed, so as to be 
likely- to please God, and benefit ourselves. 

First, I am to prove that there is a worship 
due from the Creature to the Creator. And 
this is evident from the practice of all nations 
in the world. There never was a nation that 
acknowledged a Deity but what had some 
method of paying him adoration ; and, by 
proper dispositions of mind, by some exterior 
ibrms of worship, acknowledged his supremacy, 
adored his excellencies, and intreated his 
bounty and protection, as dependant, though 
unworthy objects. All nations, says holy David, 
whom thou hast made^ shall come and worship 
before thee, and shall glorify thy name ; for thou 
art great and dost xoondrous things-: thou art 
God alone. . 

But notwithstanding this general sense of 
hiankind, this present &ge abounds with a set of 
men who entertain very loose sentiments with 
regard to the obligations of religion in gene* 
rah and of Christianity in particular. " Th^y 
teJi/ .you,, that this cjustom of worshiping the 
X>ieity had its rise. from fear and superstition; 
tliiit deaigqing men have represented the Al- 
njighty as a. rigorou* and severe soveretgo,! de- 
lighting in. the miseries of hia creatures ^jtbe 
ignprjEttit.and timerous multitude were scarbd 
iuto these devout and .enthusiastic practices; 
which,. say they,, to thinking men, appear ab- 
surd and useless; ^iiiSice God, from his^ om- 
iaiscience,Tnust know the wants of his creatures, 
^d frpn^ his goodness musrt; be ready to supply 

Q 
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.thorn, if they des(^rre it, without asking." hi 
answer to this, if \y& consider how this custdni 
of worshiping the Deity has prevailed in all 
Tifs^s, amongst persons of the greatest depravity 
6f morals, as w ell fes the most serious and con- 
siderate : amongst the-Tvisest and most inqai- 
Jiitive, as well as the unthinking and credulous j 
it will be a lair prcsumptioti, if not a strong 
evidence, that reason gave birth to this practice, 
and not superstition, as these men affirm. / 

A«)d as to the observation that God knows 
the wants of liis creatures, and is always ready 
to relieve them, without beirig solicited, thi5 
may be granted > and yet it is ho objection to 
th^ fitness and necessity of this practice^ because 
it Id suitable to the nature and condition of man, 
knd the relation he stands in lo^*awis>God, Fof> 
does not common gratitude require that w^ 
j^iould ex}Srcds our thankfulnesiiforall the bUss- 
ings we enjoy from our. mosk graciotsis and 
bountiful b^efactor? ShrowM w^ not^ ^l<^rify 
that best of Beings \vh6 * giave u«f eiiitenccs 
"who <^Dntimi«dly preserves \ife, and ^^ivei^ . tii 
eVfcry comfort of life ? Surely we should* Aiid^ 
though our-ekpresftdms of gt>atitua€i«.afbx>f A^ 
ekIvanfCagetto bim, yet hd isr.bighly.pteaEi^d M^ 
thtenaC ?«d rex|uireH\b ^m t)f : os ^ asi titei$ti'6bki)at 
deilse -of hiB. pDwei- and will tor do iop liis bi3j;^ibif4 
khat;we ask or thirik* For though mirCr^tttDt- 
migfit supply dll oxfcfmeces^iti©* wtth(Alt*^kteigJ^ 
ytrt §t -would be very ;greAt<j^resiii(6^1(i©h Jtvaby 
<me to expect tb'atiie Witt/- • ■•< ^ --- : ^ 
• To mnkt^ thin famitiai- !to our s^mut Wtppo^ 
ftOKattitl Ava;nt t4 t^B(t(^Uini^t\ ^ii^iem^iek -^ 
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jife^ and yi^t so pi'oud ^ to bp abpve ack4[iQ3iy- 
^edging his wanti^ > a^4 $o insQleiit ^ ti>iqle^i^ 
aiid afTront tjie per^pn wUq $h(H|14 (tbpugh un- 
•elicited) ^end hiin rp]iei, y,'h9X m^n i^ th^e 
amongst you that would pity or regard Uim ? 
And shs^ll the ungodly^ who ;9.re so prpud that 
they care not for God, cxpetct tha,t he will p^p 
for them ? Reason t^Us us i{^ contrary ; not 
to remark, that Chri;^t t^ told us, we must (j^tc 
be/pre it will ks given^ «ajQ4 W^^st knock hefore; it 
will be opened unto us. - 

Hence it is plain, tlia,t gratitude is. ^ duty 
both oif natural and r^vWaled religion ; and it is 
jse acceptable both to God and man, that k is 
4bp r^ady way to obtain greater benefits fi^oosi 
^J30th y whereas ingratitude is so base, tb^t i^ 
j$tQps tlj^e purrent of favpurs for ever ; for an 
ungrateful person renders ^ixiself unwprthy ,af 
^y more* 

We see, theas^, that reason, gratitude, ai(id th? 
jpj?^tioe jpf aji. na;tions, prove tli^t there is ^ 
^orsb^ due \o 4Jpe great Creator. 

, Besides, hfVve we not tjie example of Christ 
Jbixpself, vv-l^ h^s f xpressly told us, that i^ is our 
4uiy„tp fc^l^pw his steps? .Ht^v^ we^not the 
.g^cact^Cie of Pro^het^ ^^ wl>a liv;^d 

and acted contihualiy under the ira^ipe^iate inr 
jupira^io^i ^nd^ii'^cfeipi^ o|'>^God } Hav^ \y;e Jiot 
^11 these, I sfty, written ^(^v pivr iii^iU'UC^ion? 
And not only that, but we have exprgsij ;:dii;€fC- 
jtions, both in the old.auul new- Testa^)[icu\t, for 
.the duty of pr^j^r. 

Thus in the old Testament, O thou UiatJi^avest 
^fl^^r, sa-vs lioly David, unto ihee sluUt aUfiesh 

q3" 
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come. And in the prophecy of Ezekiel, when 
God had promised to do many thin«:s for his 
people, he telis them, / will yet for fhis be erh 
quired of by the house oj Israel, to do it for 
them. 

In the new Testament we meet with variety 
of the plainest precepts for this duty. In the 
xviii. chapter of St. Luke, our Saviour, by a 
parable, s^hews that men ought always to pray. 
In another place, he commands us to watdh and 
pray. And it is St. Paul's desire that supplr-. 
catiorisy pfayers, intercessions, and giving' (/ 
thanksy he made for all men. 

One would think there was very little need * 
to take either time or pains in proving that 
God ought to be worshipped. But the necessity 
of saying what I have said will evidently- »[/- 
pear, when we consider that, with too much 
truth, it may be asserted, that in every com- 
munity there are men to be found who glory 
in their ingratitude towards their God, fpcnk 
whom they hold life and all the blessiftgsr that 
attend it ; and to whom they fn^ more indebted 
for their being, than to their father and itiothef 
of whom they were born. But now, allowing 
that God ought to be worshipped, let us^boi£* 
sider, in the •- 

Second place. How that worship i$ to ht 
performed, >so as to please him, and benefit 
ourselves. 

As God is to be worshipped, some method 
must be observed, and some day set apart for , 
that purpose. 

As to the method, St. Paul has laid it dJpwii 
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in my text: it must consist of SHi)plkatio)n^ 
praf/erSy infercessiom; and giving of thanks ^ all 
which include confession of our srns to God, 
supplication to him to avert any calamity, in- 
tercession for our feUow creatures, and thanks- 
giving for all the blessings Ave enjoy. 

Thus tUe worship of God is divided into 
several branches, which, if it be done with pro- 
priety, regularity, and witl>out perplexity, it 
will be acceptable to God, and beneficial to our<- 
selves. And this miist be done in a public and 
solemn assembly of the individuals of every 
community ; for all societies of men^ (as such) 
are as equally under the guardianship of Provi- 
dence, as any single person who compdscesi that 
society. They hare (as a community) their 
dependancies, their miseries, and mercies ; all 
which should, m social worship, be acknou'- 
ledged. There are public sins, which demand 
public humiliation; and public bles«Jing8, for 
which there ought to be public thanksgivings. 

But it may be said, perhaps, that if every in- 
dividual will but take care of himself, by sup- 
plica.ting his own wants, and deprecating his 
o^vn miseries, God will protect and bless him, 
though he paid no regard to public and solemn 
assemblies. It must be from a persuasion ' of 
this nature that so many neglect the public 
worship. 

But I must tell you, that it is as necessary to 
unite in acts of piety, as in the support of 
Justice, or the promotion of any common good -; 
for, b}*^ this means, a general sense of our de- 
l^endance upon Gx)d and dread of his displeasure. 
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is kept alive, which is the pillar of govern^ 
fnent, and the foundation of peace and regu- 
larity in the world. Let those who dispute 
Jthis cast their ^yes upon the several nations^ or 
Ixibes of savages that are in the world, and 
see what anarchy and confusion prevail amongst 
them. And, without this method of serving 
God, we may naturally conclude, that in a short 
fdvne we should lose all sight, all sense of a 
I^eity, i^d that the ignorance and barbarity of 
Indians . wouM prevail amongst us. But God 
Verbid t1[^t ever sueh a mi^ortune should con^ 
^p this kingdom, or to any nation who lu^^ 
.received th& light of the gospel ! Ble^sjed |>e 
^od ! there ^re many serious and ijliiokiag 
•men, who are convinced of the necessity and 
great importance of public worship ; who . at- 
tend it: regularly, and make a conscience of 
their duty, notwithstanding all liie attacks ^qf 
'i5|,theisticai libertines, r 

But thougb men in gener-al are convinced 
Jihat public devotion is absolutely necessary,, and 
.of the utmost itnppi?tance,y^t they difTef.mucb 
in their opinions of the method of performing it ; 
and \s^ben ^.yo^:«ig Chris? tiaji beholds , §9 .uf^aiiy 
differenjt sectsgiriee, ell of t^iem teuapioit^:; of 
their ow*i opiQiong(,|it ia enough to sta^ggfir 4li¥P 
iti his notions of i^eligiep, iand to create :doub!^ 
in his mind what course to pursue. In t^s 
<:ase, let him consider what true religion is. 
What does the Lord lequire of him ? but to df> 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk hvimbly with 
his God. And to this let h^i add a lir-m a^id 
unshaken faith in the merit? aiid satisfaction o£ 
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Christ. Then, if his devotions, whether public 
or private, be performed with decency and pro- 
ptiety^ he nee<l not doubt of being everlastingly 
rewarded in the kingdom of heaven. 

No one can reasonably object to* the solemn 
prayers and decent ceremonies of the church of 
England, which are so admirably contrived to 
excite devotion in every pious mind. 

Let the advocates for extempore prayers 
defend them if they can. We see, that not- 
withstanding the incohcrcncy,^ tautology, and 
weakness of them, which evidently demonstrate 
that they are not the dictates of the holy Spirit^ 
there are men credulous enough to look upoa 
them as such ; though, if they would but reflect, 
they must know that they do not pray them^' 
selves :^ their teachers pray indeed, but they 
only hear prayers in the very same manner as 
they hear the sermon. Now, as prayer is speak- 
ing or conversing with God, unless I speak to 
him myself J unless my own soul discourse ^ith 
him, I -cannot be said to pray. For no one can 
be so senseless as to imagine, tliat if I was itt 
company with tivo persons who were discoursing 
together, and not -utter a word to either of 
them, that I discoursed with them. And is it 
not Grange that :so groundless*a conteit should 
ever enter into men's heads as that hearing 
ahotheti pi*ay should be praying ? Yet it is 
InabifeBt, from daily experience, that the gense^ 
tatity of itankind do think that they pray wheil 
tiiey <mly hear Another pray. - - 

We lia*ie a, form of prayer, and the congre- 
-goticm* iiia^^ if the^ please, make tfa^msdves 
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perfectly acquainted with it Hefore Land, amj 
may join with the minister in every word, and, 
by that means, make both theirs and his a joint 
prayer. But a man that ofFers up an extempore 
prayer, or one of his own composing, only prays 
liimselt^ and the minds of bis hearers must be 
constantly employed to know what he is going 
to say, and judging of it ; conse(|uently, nevcF 
can have time themselves^ by the direction of 
their own minds to Gmt, to offer up any part 
of his prayer ; much less can the minister's and 
people's be a joint prayer^ because he must have 
actually offered up every part of it before they 
can tell what he will say. 

But notwithstanding that we have a most 
excellent liturgy, yet it is too visible that many 
in our churches do not pray. If we may judge 
from outward appearance, we may conclude 
that when people are ga2;iug about themy whis- 
pering, lolling, or using any irreverent postures* 
that tliev do not direct their minds to God 
wliilc the minister is repeating the words : and 
when they do not, they cannot be said to pray. 
A man may draw near to God w.ith his lips, 
and his heart be far from him; hismind may 
be intent upon other things : arid,: when this is 
the case, it. is downright mockery,. consequently 
a very great sin. ^ > •, • . 

As there can be no religion without mode 
or ceremony, so no piojus Christian wijlneglect 
to. comply With the decent ceremonies of; the, 
church, such as kneeling at prayers, and statiding 
when we sing the praises of our. great Creator. 
W/hen people neglect to do this^ ^1 is: no .mi- 



OF PUBLIC WOBSHlft 12S3^ 

fcharitable assertion to say, th^y have then no 
thoughts of God at all, at l^^st, if they have^ 
they are very loose and profane. 

We see, then, th^t God i$ to be worshipped^ 
and that not privatdy only, but in a public and 
social manner ; and, according to St. Paul, it 
must be done decently, jartd in order. Som^ 
lime, then, of course, must be consecrated and 
set apart for thi$ purpose; and this, by general 
practice of Christil^ns, is one day in seven; 
The Jews, by divine appointment, observed the 
seventh day, but that obligation terminated 
with the Hebrew nation ; for Christ, after com- 
pleating the work of our redemption, by rising 
on the first day of the week, and afterwards by 
his miraculous mission of the Holy Ghost, on 
the first day of the week, which we this day 
commemorate; Christy 1 say, by this means, 
has translated the religious observation of the 
seventh day to the first day of the week : and 
the moral obligations of the fourth command- 
ment, with regard to the Jewish sabbath, are 
equally binding on that of the Christian. 

On this day we are not to follow our occu- 
pations, but are to rest from our labours, not 
only ourselves, but our seryants and our cattle ; 
by which we shall observe the two incumbent 
obligations of piety and mercy. And what 
day can be so proper for Christians to assemble 
together and worship God as that on which 
their Redeemer rose from the dead ? Since, ou 
this glorious event, all their hopes, all their 
prospects, and the truth of their religion, de- 
peiidi 

R 
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Now, from what has been observed, thi . 
must be the riatmal conclusion, that to observe 
a stated' form and time of worship, and to per 
form it with decency, is highly reasonable, be- 
cause it keeps in our minds a constant sense of 
our dependance upon God, and the obligations 
we owe him. It is this which influences the 
conduct of a good man, and makes him set God 
always before him ; whereas the wicked is so 
proud that he careth not for God, neither is God 
in all his thoughts: he neglects the means of 
grace, and by so doing, grows every day mora 
loose in his notions of piety and virtue. 

But a man that attends the public worship of 
God may, by the lectures which are there de- 
livered, be put upcn his guard against the dan-, 
gerous snares of vice, which are laid open ta 
the view of the unguarded and inconsiderate -, 
virtue is exalted, vice exposed, and the duties 
of morality are enforced by the glorious 
sanctions of eternal happiness to the good, and 
everlasting misery to the wicked. 

I know it is allowed on all hands, that public 
sermons are very useful and fit instructions for 
the vulgar and ignorant^ but we are told that 
they are useless with respect to men of reason 
and reflection. That is, in plain English, they 
are of no service at all ; Sor who is the man, if 
be may judge for himself, that will place him- 
self in the class of the ignorant and thoughtless ? 
1 fear, if this were to be admitted as a sufficient 
plea of absence, we should have but a thin c6n- 
gregation ; for people would stay at home to 
avoid being thought ignorant. But this plea of 
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vanity must not be admitted, because there is 
no man so deep read to whose memory some 
important truths may not be discovered ; or, at 
least, represented in a light in which they were 
never considered ; and, perhaps, in a light fairly 
adapted to their own tempers, and which, con- 
sequently, may lead them to good and worthy 
actions. 

No man is so compleatly master of every 
subject, as that nothing new can be suggested 
to him, and as prejudice and prepossession are 
misfortunes that attend the most finished edu- 
cation, something in a studied discourse may 
be offered, if not immediately to enlarge his 
understanding, at least to put him upon a cool 
examination, by which his wrong bias may be 
removed. 

However, after all, public lectures must be- 
looked upon by far the less noble arid sublime 
part of divine service, if it can be called any 
part of it all ; though, by some sectaries, the 
sermon is thought to be the principal part of 
their public wprship; at least, one would 
imagine so, since their whole service consists 
almost entirely of preaching. 

But a judicious person will eatjily perceive 
that the whole design of public lectures is to 
persuade men, by proper arguments, to a con- 
stant attendance upon the public worship, and 
to every other Christian duty; therefore, to 
attend to a sermon, and, in a manner, neglect 
the prayers, is to confound the means with the 
end, which is a manifest absurdity. 
• Men should be careful, when tUev come into 

r3 



isQ THE NATURE AND REASONABLENESS 

the house of God, that it be with a design t^ 
worship him, and not only out of curiosity to 
hear a sermon, as I fear too many do. How 
many idle people are there, who seldom, or 
never, put their foot within side s^ church door, 
unless it be through a case of necessity ? lij 
not all that corruption of morals which ha:^ 
overspread this kingdom, owing to the aeglegt 
of this important duty of social worship ? 

Many there are who, by this neglect, have 
blotted out of their minds all distinction be^ 
tween good and evil, and have commenced 
cool and deliberate libertines. They have so 
far debased their notions of religion as to look 
upon it as a duty that may be observed by the 
bye, when neither their pleasures nor their 
profits interfere. They have clouded their 
reason so far as to take a pleasure in deceiving 
themselves in those points that are of th^ 
highest consequence to them, as if the safest 
way to avoid a precipice was to run blind-fold 
by it. In their worldly concerns they are dif- 
fident and timerous ; in their religious conduct 
they are rash and credulous ; in worldly affairs 
they deliberiSitely weigh every circumstance ; 
in religion they are so far from thinking or 
reflecting, that they venture theii;. immortal 
treasures upon occasional reflections^ # .^ 

These are the characters of such af r^^gard 
not God, but make him only a secoqdary or 
subservient Deity, and sacrilegiously,', bestpyv 
upon sense and appetite that worship to which, 
he alone has a claim. 

To men of this stamp, all arguments drawn 
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from religion will prove useless and unavailing^ 
and it will be next to an impossibility to make 
them entertain the most distant thought of a 
reformation, because they do not perceive their 
disorder, but rather approve of their conduct; 
and, unless our irregularities are clearly seen, 
iand deeply lamented, we must for ever remain 
incurable. 

Astonishing ! that man, who boasts of his 
reason, should act so trifling and inconsiderate 
^ part ; should be so careless of his eternal con* 
perns, not to say, bent upon his own destruction. 

However, let us not all be thus inconsiderate, 
but rather let us be persuaded to act as becomes 
reasonable creatures, by a frequent and chearful 
discharge of this reasonable and important duty 
of social worship ; and then we shall be better 
fitted to join (with transporting and inefiable 
delight) among the heavenly host, in singing 
Internal hallelujahs, under the smiles of our 
15 od and Redeemer. To whom be ascribed, &c* 
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Revelations \ix. part of the 6ih and 7th. 

B 

Hallelujah : for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice. 






If we take a survey of mankind in the ma- 
jority> we will find, that it is the universal 
opinion that this world was formed by an 
eternally existing Grefator. And the reason isy 
because no man, in his senses, could ascribe 
that which hath all the characters of a wise 
design and cotitrivance imprinted on it, to the^ 
effect of blind chance, or the fortuitous con- 
currence of atoms. 

But you will find many, in all ages, and of 
every religious persuasion, so perplexed about 
the good and evil accidents of life, as to doubt 
whether this Creator gives himself any concern 
in governing the world now he has made it.. 
And yet, what can be more absurd, or more 
evidently displaly the short.sightedness of man ? 
If there was no supreme intelligence, no pro- 
vidential eye over the universe, it must suffer 
infinite distractions, undergo numberless o^la^ 
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1ttiiii^,an^, before an age could pass, must have 
r^urned to its primitive chaos. 

It must be granted, to be sure, that the same 
rfivine power that created all things in the be- 
.ginniRg, might have commanded that they 
should continue in the same reo:ularitv and 
^rder to tlie end of time, without the continual 
interposition of Providence to support them. 
So iodeed the Almighty, if he pleasf^d, might 
.still create man ^t full stature, as he did Adam ; 
but, is it a reason because he could, that he 
ought to do so^ He might have ordered the 
Garden of Eden to have produced all the ne- 
cessaries of life, and to have retained its primi- 
tive verdure and prolific quality, without being 
" cultivated by Adam : but, as it would ha\'^ 
shared the fate of all gardens being neglected, 
which are always over-run with weed^J* and 
^afit for use 'till dressed and cleansed, so it is 
with this fflorious fabric of the world, and the 
infinite variety of creatures in the upper and 
lower regions : they are npt preserved ii) their 
original splendour and beauty without a divii^e 
«uperintendjant : no, they are governed 3.nd 
-supported by a po\ver aridpro vidence, q|dniira^Ie 
and stupendous. 

Besides, hovv is it consistent with th? attri- 
tHftteSiOf power and goodness to pe present ^n 
€very place, whei'e many wise njomentQus thfpgs 
are to be done, and yet do nothing ^.t all ? 

Action is the glory of every being. Idleness 
and eas^ are niarks^ of weakness and iinp<^- 
4ection. And, if it be more majestic in §tn 
:ig^rthly prince to ^xercis6' hia power daily ia 
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doing good, rather than to stifle it in an iiv 
glprious indolence, surely it must be a sublinne 
degree of goodness in the King of Kings to sit 
at the helm of this floating universe, arid to 
steer its motions with a steady and unerring 
hand. 

We may, with as great propriety, imagine a 
sun in the firmament without heat or light, as a 
living God surrounding aiid penetrating all 
things, without ever exerting his active powers^ 
or ^hedding forth his vital influence upon them. 
Life is an active principle ; and as God is the 
fountain of life, is ever active, an4 is in all 
places, he must, of course, operate every where r 
and, if he operates every where, that operation 
is a universal Providence. 

All nations of the world, says holy David, 
shall remember and turn unto the Lord ; and all 
the kindreds of the nations shall worship b^ore 
thee^ And he assigns a reason for their so 
doing ; for, says he, the kingdom is the Lord^s ; 
and he is the governor among the nations. But 
. to what purpose do they worship him, if the 
Lord i« not present ? Or, if he is present, if he 
will not act nor concern himself about the 
affairs of this world, it must be a va.in and idJLe 
thing, to offer up any prayers to him 3 conse- 
quently, the whole race of mortals, excepting a 
few professed atheists, must be branded with 
folly and stupidity. 

As for his being governor among the nations, 
a log might answer the pui'pose as well if he 
does not exert his attributes. For what doth 
that wisdom signify that contrives nothing? 
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or that' power which. performs nothing I or that 
goodness which is good for nothing? or that 
justice which distributes nothing? In sRbrt, 
that Deity who hath neither wisdom, power, 
goodness, nor justice; or, which is the same 
thing, who makes no manner of use of them, 
is no better than a dead and senseless idol, un- 
worthy of the regard of a rational being. 

But this general custom of prayer, which 
prevails in all nations, is a strong presumption, 
that there is a universal active mind which 
prompts mankind to rely upon and implore his 
protection: at least, it is a convincing proof 
that .the world, in general, allows a divine 
Providence ; and it was this religious persuasion 
that led the legislative body of this Island* 
to enact the solemn observance of this day.f 
^nd if atheists and in&dels (by whom, I mean 
^ose who deny a revelation) will but consult 
Plato, Socrates, and many other heathen di<^ 
vines, upon this important point, they may, 
perhaps, be persuaded by those (though they 
despise the Christian who advises them) to lay 
aside their singularity,, and to unite in the 
general opinion and practice. 

But, as for those who are Christians, and 
who, I would hope^ entirely make up the 
present congregation, I^must observe, that next 
to the existence of God, and the veracity of his 
word, the belief of his real'Pnovidenee enlarges 
the mind, and gives us a ^just- apprehension of 
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that power by vhich we are diailj nxrrotindcd 
and protected. 

And, therefore, in the fiirlher prbsectitioii oiP 
this subject, I fthall endeavour to demoniitititfr 
as briff as possible, that angels and men, both 
good and evil, are under the pfecitliar govern^' 
HH'nt. and controul of tin; Almighty : thai the 
celestial luminaries^ the sun, mooii^ iind stnrs' 
are ke])t in their regular x^ourseand ofder by 
his infinite wisdom and power; th^ the i^utin 
the air, and the seas, with all' then- sitor^^ tad 
furnitures, are bo far from being beneath his 
notice, that he often excites them to move ktvi 
act to the astonishment and conviction bf Ifafe 
most hardened of the isbiis of men. 

In order t^ this, I shall hbve recoaf^e to 'tfat>9^ 
«hcic*d recJords which are the foundation of our 
iiiitii, as they should be of our practice. 

We have a great variety of beautiful jiintb 
and descriptions bf God*s universal rule in thh 
holy s9eriptut*eH, pbrtioutarly in the Book of 
P^idmn. life l^rd hath prepared his tkrcfne in 
the h^(tvms\ «»rf his thigdcnn ruleth &vtr ati. 
H/rtvy fhc Ijord til w his imgels^ that rtrcrf in 
.vZ/rr/ijV/r, that do his cofnmimdfncnis, heartening^ 
A» fhc ivice 0/ his word. Bless the Lerd kill ye 
his Aiv/>\ ve mmisttrs that do his pleasupe. 
Bless the Lord, all his fcarks, in all pUtees qf liis 
dominions. But in the USth P^^alm we ar^ 
onlltHt upon, in a tnost pathetic and elegant 
nuuiner, to praist? the Lx»rd. There the glo« 
iKHis augcls iu the heights of heaven are 
4\ill«\l upon ; together uith the sun, moon, and 
ttiir* of iicht : 2^ heaven '^ 'heavens^ and 




matgrs thstt nti abci^ tht Jkaxrem^ itrttgans nwi 
all deeps : fire and haiij sAcno nnd v«pemr%, 
storms and impO'l: ^ btmsts imd ailtutttey eree/nng 
things and flying fowl: kingSy princes j andjudget 
ef Biejsartb: ^ing t/htn Md mmndenikj xM mien 
imd ^eftMfvTif mre ^^cited tb prsise tl^ Lserdi 
iBgfUKge gltny is alaive the tar4A and heas^em j 
into is ri^ite^n^ '£n all Ais km^, mnd hafy 3m n/l 
his ziHsrts ; tdio falfiUeik khe ^irrc cf them 
ikstj^nr him4 ^M also keur ftoVe^ and mitt 

So ^Siat bigfii i^ 6 ^Ti^fal SQTHmxims t^^ tfoe 
tfhtde unh'^^; «nd a jiariidular encoura^pe^ 
tatmt t^ litl the I'^tionsl inhabitants therec^f KA 
puf tbeir hoih&ge tb their awful Maker MMl 
Governor. 

tl '4tULy ift)t t^e iHi|3tf oper tb (^bedrve to ^u, 
ttiat 4t tms beeia, &t\t[ is ^till the opinion of 
Dniwhy 'li^ri&cil «iift jiidictous taen^ that QoA 4i»* 
p^^ Hiii mtiduots most of the remarkable 
4?feWfi^ Mft occurrences of this lower "world 1>y 
the agency of invisible spirits. 

Ilfdny of thfeancietit j^iiosophens being tkt a 
Iwss to ttCGOtiftt for the origin of evil ; through 
yfbat ^onimg^cj, necessity, or permission it 
£rst catne $ and being once come> should jstill 
^i^Mtmv^ j«i the Mvodd ; have ascribed it to the 
^sbmg imd :alteriiate4y prevailing power ctf 
good 4nd i^U Spirits; and this opinion is 
«tfOt)gly «aj!>pi^Tted in diners places of the sacred 
writings : for as to the good angels, they are 
Expressly rsBilhd 15he ministers of the Lord, that 
4o his pleasure. And we have very early ac- 
^ouuts^ those glorious agefats being -eraployi^d 
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to serve or punish ; to defend or destroy a good 
or perverse race of mortals. 

An instance or two, in both respects, may 
8U0ice. 

• I would willingly avoid the least suspicion of 
trespassing upon the honour and chastity of 
the Christian religion, therefore shall decline 
taking notice of apparitions sent to particular 
persons on secret and special messages; be- 
cause, it may be objected, that enthusiasm and 
superstition too frequently usurp the throne of 
reason; the one keeping the soul under the 
bondage of implicit faith ; the other of fant^s^^ 
tical fear. I shall, therefore, only remark wberQ 
those divine messengers were sent on great and, 
astonishing occasions. 

As, first,, it was an angel, at the qommand of 
the Lord, that at midnight smote all the first born 
of the Egyptians i from tlie firstborn of Pharaoh 
that sat on the throne^ unto the first born of tlie 
captive that was in the dungeon ; and likei'dise all 
the first born of cattle. 

Again, when the Lord was offended at David 
ifor numbering the people, and was determined 
to punish him either with the famine, sword, 
flr pestilence : after David had made choice of 
th^ pestilence, we are told, that God sent an 
angel to Jerusalem to destroy it ; and as he was 
destroying, the Lord beheld and repented him 
of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, 
7/i- enough y stay now thine hand ; and the angel 
if the Lord stood at the threshing fioor of Oman 
the Jebusite. And David lift up his eyes^ and 
saw the angel of the Lord* stand between the 
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'tarth and Uie heaven, having a drawn sward in his 
hand stretched forth over Jerusalem. 

It was an angel that guarded the passage of 
Eden after Adam and Eve were turned out for 
their transgression. And they were the same 
heavenly messengers who were sent to Lot, to 
acquaint him with the design of God to destroy 
Sodom and Gomorrah. In short, numberless 
instanoes might be given, of the agency of good 
angels who are commissioned, by their glorious 
Lord, to transact many awful passages in the 
course of Providence. And it should be a great 
comfort to good men to reflect, that they are 
under the tuition and guardianship of these 
invisible friends from their entrance into the 
world 'till their arrival in glory. Take heed, 
says Christ, that ye despise not one of these little 
ones i for I say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father 
zvhich is in heaven. They kindly ^vatch over 
us night and day, sleeping or waking, at times 
and seasons that we are not aware of : for we 
are told that the angel of the Lord encamped 
round about them that fear him^ and delivereth 
them. And at the close of this frail life, they 
give their faithful and friendly attendance on 
our dissolution, to conduct our naked spirits, 
through regions unknown to us, unto the 
heavenly mansions : for, when Lazarus died, 
lie was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom. 

And as there are good, so there are also evil 
angels moving to and fro upon the earth and 
the air, whose daily study is to annoy and ruin 
mankind. 



!«. THE GOVERNWC PROVIDENCE 

The rfw^l is ealled the prinei^ of the pewer pf 
the air; and ^e find^ that having obtained 
leave of the Lord to affliet Jeb> one way amen^ 
dive^^s others that he took, was te paise a storm 
of wind, and a^nd a violent gust from the 
wilderness, m hieh smote the four corners of 
the house where the sons and datighters of Job 
were ftssemble^l, so that it fell and buried them 
in the ruins. 

In a word, this world is a common theatre, 
where good and bad men, good and evil angels^ 
aet their respective parts according as they are 
permitted or restrained by the sovereign will, 
and power of God. For whether good angelis 
are directed, or evil angels permitted, to bring 
^bout the several incidents of life, yet still it 
As the Ahnighty Soveieign that either issues o^t 
the order, or grants the permission. Nor ^s it 
any diminution of his §;lory that such mighty 
things should be done by the angelic po^'er ; it 
rather redounds more to the iKunour of God that 
he liathmade such creatures, and endowed them 
with facilities capable of producing sucheventfl.. 

But not only these aerial beings, but the 
celestial lumfnaries are under the dominion and 
tlirecttoii of God ; and of this the Lord gave a 
signal demonstration m ihe days -of Joslwa, 
when the sun arid nooon stood still and iceased 
-foretime, t;0 pivfsue the coti-rse set them by 
their ^wful Gre€rt;6r. 

And, as tbe angels and heav^enly orfes, so 
the globe of this earth, ^nd ilie cur that fills ti» 
vast space between us and 'the firamment, are^ 
under the diviiie influence and direction. 
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One instance may serve for all to give us 
satisfaction in this point; and that is the me- 
morable deluge (whether partial or universal 
is not. material) in the days of Noah, when 
God broke up the bounds of the sea, and opened 
the flood-gates of heaven to destroy a vt^icked 
race of men. 

But Job gives us a most lofty and elegant 
description of the power and providence of the 
Creator. He stretched out the north over the 
empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. 
He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds^ and 
the cloud is not rent under them. The pillars of 
heaven tremblcy and are astonished at his reproof. 
Lo ! these are parts of his loaySy but hoxi little 
a portion is heard of him ? But the thunder of 
his power who can understand ? And, speaking 
after the manner of men, the Lord is represented 
as bringing the wind out of his treasuries, as if 
it had been laid up in store, only to be brought 
out upon some special occasions. 

Thus have I laid before you God's active 
and pfermissive providence, as running through 
the whole universe, from the highest rank of 
beings to the lowest and meanest things that 
are therein. 

Give me a little more of your patience and 
attention whilst I apply what has been said 
to the occasion of the present solemnity, 
whichis to commemorate an astonishing storm 
of wind which fell 54 years ago, on the 
jnorning of this day. It is not the design of 
this solemnity to represent the ruin and deso- 
lation that then threatened the inhabitants of 
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this Island ;*^ or to fill your minds with that 
horror and amazement which made the stoutest 
hearts tremble ; and, I dare say, caused many 
profligate wretches to pray unto the Lord, who 
were not used to call upon his name. 

Such a representation is out of the power of 
art to describe ; nothing can truly paint it to 
you but such another dreadful sight, which it is 
the design of this day to implore the Almighty 
to avert from us. ^Iay the Lord God hear our 
prayer, and grant that none of us may ever feel 
the dreadful power of such a terapestuons wind ! 

The observance is of great use to keep up 
a lively sense of such judgments upon our. 
minds, which became the subject of reason, of 
cool thoughts, and wise consideration, when the 
terror of it was over. 

Judgments (and such I call all calamities of 
this nature) could never make a lasting reforma?- 
tion in the world, were we concerned to Pe- 
member them no longer than we fed the smart 
of them. And whenever they happen {whethier 
the cause be natural or supernatural) the puniBb-^ 
ment is the same, and is attended with the same' 
moral inferences or instructions. 

Punishment ends with the smart, and puts- 
an end to all whining and tragical com- 
plaints. But this alone is the discipline of fools 
and brutes. The instruction is .for men^ and 
is to last as long as memory, thought, and 
reason exist. What could this storm teach 
tiiose who saw and felt it, which it doth not 
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teach a wise man still ? Aad what thoughts 
and devout passions were proper then, which 
are not on this day a suitable expression and 
motive to our devotion ? For is not God the same 
still-? A just, a righteous Judge, who is angry 
with the wicked every day, though he does not 
every day bwid his bow, and let fly his arrows ? 

Though he does not every day appear in his 
terrible majesty, riding upon the cherubims, and 
flying upon the wings of the wind. Yet, I 
think, one such example might serve us far 
some ages, without expecting or desiring to be 
led to our duty by a repetition of such dreadful 
terrors. 

But I really believe that the intention of our 
lawgivers, in appointing these solemn assem- 
blies, would be more effectually answered, were 
•it not for a confused and uncertain kind of in- 
fidelity, which ascribes all such calamities to the 
disasters of nature, and leads men to be more 
intent upon the weapon than upon him that 
strikes. But Nature, taken in the abstract, is 
an expression for the Deity ; and the course of 
Nature, as it is commonly called, means no more 
than the regularity of his works who made and 
governs all things. And whatever unintelligent 
natural causes may seejn to effect, it is not, in 
jeality, done by them at all, but by the provi- 
dence of God. 

That the sun runs its course every day is as 
strictly and properly the hand of God, as that it 
stood still at the desire of Joshua; and, there- 
fore, if we must have Nature to be something 
different from the Ruler of the Ujiiv ersc, whcn- 

T3 
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ever we see earthquakes, storms, and 'floods, irn 
Tolve a whole community in one general ruin, 
we must not think that it is Nature working* 
perversely or erroneously, but overpowered by 
a superior rivals aiid by the justly conquering 
force of another nature. 

All natuial causes are effects produced by the 
governing providence of the Supreme Being, who 
often causes his Judgments to fall upon sinners, 
that they may thereby learn righteousness. Let 
not the libirtine, then, depend so far upon his 
power and wealth, as to think they are able to 
shield him frouj the avenging arm of the AF- 
mighty ; neither let him think that any darkness 
(even the shadow of death) can screen him from 
the all-seeing eye of God ! And let all those 
who are projecting schemes of vi^orldly wealth, 
adding house to house, and field to field, calling 
them by their own names, endeavouring thereby 
to perpetuate their memory, neglecting at the 
same time the weighty concerns of the soul : 
let such, I say, consider how easily a powerful 
God can bury them in thehr houses, or entomb 
them in that earth upon which they had fixed 
their hearts and names. 

But to compare small things with great for a 
moment, let us consider, that if the storm of 
wind (which we now commemorate) was so 
dreadful as to fill all those who saw it with horror 
and astonishment, think how dreadful that scene 
must be, xvhen all things shall be dissolved; iTit 
heavens pass away with a g^eat noise, and the ele^ 
meats melt with fervent heat, the earth, and the 
things that are therein, burnt up ! What horror 
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must seize the souls of sinners, when the arch- 
angel, with the trump of God, shall shake the 
whole creation ; when they shall call vpon the 
rocks and mountains to fall upon them to hide 
them from the wrath of Gody and the lamb ! 
Then they will see (alas too late !) their extreme 
folly and madness in trusting to the perishing 
enjoyments of a world, the fashion of >yhich so 
soon passeth away. 

But to a good man it is matter of great joy 
and comfort, that God is gracious and merciful^ 
slow to anger, and of great kindness. He de- 
lights much to display his glory in acts of 
goodness and bounty to his creatures. 

Judgments are his strange work, which makes 
the signal execution of them so very rare and 
.extraordinary. And the way to have them rare 
is not to forget them ; to learn righteousness 
by the calamities of others ; to fear and tremble 
before that God who is terrible in his anger, 
^nd has all the ministers of destruction at his 
command. 

God grant that this, and every other day *s hu- 
miliation of the well-disposed in this Island, 
may so effectually prevail upon the Almighty, 
that he may take the whole into his protection, 
for the sake of the few righteous that are 
amongst uis. In the confident expectation of 
which, let us join with the Psalmist, first in 
turning to God ; and then sing with him, God 
is our refuge and strtngthy a very present help 
in trouble s therefore we need not fear though the 
earth be moved : and though the hills be carried 
into the midst of the sea. Amen* 
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llEtREWs xii. part of the 1st Verse. 



And the Sin lohich doth so easily beset us. 



In order to give you a clear light into the 
meaning of my text, I think it necessary ta 
©bsen'e ta y^u; thslt in the foregoing' chapter, 
St. Paul having recited a number of examplejj 
eminent for fortitude and constancy, who (as 
he tells usf ' by their faith subdued kingdoms, 
turned armies to fight ; stopped the mouths of 
lions ; endured cruel- mockings and scovrgings ^ 
and zca?idered about in deserts and mountainSy 
clad in the skins of sheep and goats ; of whom the 
iporld was not worthy ; and for whom God had. 
prepared a city. Let uSy says the Apostle, 
seeing we are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses ; let us lay aside every zceight, 
and the sin that dclh so easily beset ns^ and let us 
run zcith patience the race that is set before us. 
A scheme of speech that plainly alludes to the 
exercises of the ancients, wherein wrestling and 
other feats of manhood were performed. The me- 
taphor is obvious upon the slightest inspection* 
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Let us lay aside not only every weight that 
sits heavy upon and oppresses us, but also the 
sin which, like a long garment, hangs iabout the 
aflections, and entangles our feet in running the 
race that is set before us. 

Those sins which promise us profit or plea* 
sure are, of all others, the most likely to prove 
the greatest impediment in our Christian race ; 
those, of all others, hang about us \Vith the^most 
cleaving fondness ; those, of all others, are put 
off with the sorest reluctance. 

The Apostle therefore does, in a particular 
manner, alarm our caution against these. He 
would have us beware, more especially, of that 
sin which brings the strongest temptation with 
it; w)iicn, perhaps, by long acquaintance and 
familiarity, has got the ascendant over us ; an(|. 
is the sin which does so easily beset us. From 
which words, I shall make the following ob- 
servations. 

First, 1 shall observe, that every man is ad- 
dicted to some peculiar lust ; has his beloved 
sin ivhich doth so easily beset him. 

Secondly, I shall shew the danger of indulging 
^this lust. Aud> after making such useful/re- 
flections as the discourse shall naturally lead me 
to, shall close all, by enforcing the Apostle;'s 
exhortdtion ; thait so we may be persuaded to 
lay aside //uf sin zvliich doth soeasilif beset us. 

First, then, I am to observe that every man 
is addicted to some peculiar lust ; has his be- 
loved sin ivhich doth so easily beset him: 

The great end desigtied by religion, and that 
wKiQii has loQg been aimed at by the pbiloso- 

u 
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pliers, is to frame and fashion lis into rational 
creatures; to make us men, and to teacli us 
to act and live agreeable to our natures, by 
exalting reason into the throHe, and rescuing 
the mind (that noble governing part of us) 
from the base and slavish tyranny of the flesh. 

But when may we hope to see this excellent 
design in any tolerable degree accomplished ? 
Is there room to compliment hum&n nature 
upon any 'improvement, or advance towards 
perfection? Is it not sunk deeper irito that 
degeneracy and corruption, which of old was 
so passionately complained' of and lamented ? 

Wickedness and folly are of our constitution. 
Could we discover any one without this alloy, 
free from all impurity, with the image of 'God 
fresh and entire upon his sbuli.we must .con- 
clude him to be some other creature, riot ttian. 
For who can say, I have made my heaf't clean ? 
I am pure from my sin ? In many things we 
offend all. There is none that doth good and 
sinneth not. This is -a melancholy truth indeed ; 
a truth of which every one carries a testffriony 
in his own breast. 

So it is ; the very best of men are compassed 
about with infirmities; Paul and Barnabas 
declare themselves to be men of like passions 
with those at Lystra. And to convince \xs 
that they were indeed men of Rke passion^, in 
the very next chapter we read with Avhat viq- 
lence they broke out against one another ; fAi? 
contention (says the text) was so sharp hettoetn 
theniy that they departed asimder the one from 
the other. 
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St. Peter's denial of Christ is also an instance 
of our infirmity, and is therefore interwoven 
with the thread of our Saviour's sufferings, as a 
caution to us to beware of too much confidence 
in our own goodness. 

Good use is to be made of the bad examples 
upon record in the holy scriptures ; these 
things ailso are written for our admonition. 
There we read of the accomplished king of 
Israel, the man after God's own heart, whose 
character is made up of meekness and courage,, 
wisdorii and piety ; and yet he buried all those 
glories in his neighbour's bed, and- fixed a 
deep and indelible stain upon his honour with 
. ihe b^ood of the innocent Uriah. So impotent, 
so frail a thing is man. One fleshly lust pre- 
.vailing, throws down the tottering fabric of all 
his virtues. Arid what shall we do if such 
great men as these fall ? If the cedars be 
shaken, how shall the reeds and bullrushes of 
jeligion stand ? 

Thus you see, that there is no mortal without 
^in i and in different men, different sins pre- 
vail. For instance, we find Cain stigmatized 
in scripture for naurder : Simeon and Levi 
.for treachery : Corah and his associates for 
profaneness and rebellion ; Nebuchadnezzar's 
pride : the cruelty of Manasah : the covetpus- 
;pess of Balaam : the perfidy of Judas, are set 
forth for examples. And whosoever shall dili- 
gently observe to what point his desires lean; 
what his affections are most warmly provoked 
by; what thoughts spring up of themselves in 
his mindi what imaginations find the most 
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Welcome entertainment in his breast ; what 
,oi)ject;s affect him with delight, and immediatelv 
inflame his passions; I say, whosoever shall 
thus inspect into himself, will easily discover his 
darling lust,; or, in the Vi'ords of my tekt^ the 
sill xvliich doth so easily beset him* 

I presume there is not one but carries about 

him plentiful matter of these temptations, which 

he must not expect to be free from 'till this 

.corruptible shall have put on incorrqption. Biit 

then, wfcked thoughts (though continually 6b- 

.trudinir themselves, if not consented to) are ko 

ifar, I believe and hope, from being evil, thsit 

they are the exercise of our virtiie, whose 

business is to check and repel them. Utterly 

to exclude and bar the door of our hearts 

against thena is beyond the measure of flesb and 

..];)l6bd, cpnsequehtly not required of us. So 

that the difference between one man and an o- 

ih'er, in this respect, lies not herein, 'that the 

J?ad are subject to these lustings and the gbb'd 

exempted from them. Both are strongly plied 

,>vith tejDptatiohs adaptied 'to their respectively 

rprevailing lusts ^ biit whilst the 1)ad man js 

gently carried down the stream of his vicious 

inciin?itions, the gpod rii^rn tugs iahd rows ^'ifh 

all his might against it, 

'Tis matter of comrjibn observation, that the 
devil is daily watching to take advantage of 
us ; suiting his teniptatiohs to the 'different 
tempers and circumstances of men; applying^ 
himself to the governing passions by the grateful 
objects of them. These are the feeble parts pf 
our jiature, and therefore the most advantageous 
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landing port of our spirltnal enemy ; here he 
finds us ready and disposed to receive him ; 
our hearts are open, and our ttflfections bid hini 
velcome. 

It were heartily to be Wished that Vve werte 
Vis careful to defeat his attempts, as we are not 
ignorant of his devices. But it goes against us 
to kill and ci'ucify our beloved lust, which 
counts us with sucli bewitching tenders of sa- 
tisfaction. To cut off the right hand, and pluck 
out the right eye (in a literal sense) is not ia 
greater violence to natui^e. Bat, dear as our 
favourite sin is, I must proceed in the 

Second pface. To shew the extreme danger 
*6f indulging this 6ur beloved lust. 

Virtue has ever been esteemed a stead v% coH- 
'staht, Und uniform principle. Therefore, Si. 
James tells us, that whosoever shall o fend in one 
pvint{i.'e. knowingly ywWfuWyy habitually offend) 
is gtiilh/ of all. Could a man, itideed, carry 
disobedience so far as to sin but in one point, 
jjwhioh is the case snppdsed by'St. James) yet 
s^ofong as he harbours otie darling bosom vice, 
in hopes that the Lord will pardon him in this 
thing, all his righteousness that he hath done 
shall not be mentioned; but in the trespass that 
He ha/h tfespassedy and in the sin that he hath 
'sinnedy in them shall he die. 

'Till oiir duty comes in competition with 
some valuable interest, or prevailing passion, 
iVe cannot take the measure of it. Bat where 
our interest or pleasure stand in competitron 
with our dut}^ how is every the most base and 
Wretched thing preferred befbpe Ghri:5t } How- 
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. s . ... . . 

often do we determine, as the Jews did hereto- 
fore, not this man but Barabba^ ? Such was 
the policy of the Gadarenes, who, for fear of 
losing their swine, besought Jesus that he would 
depart out of their coasts. 

Is the sin (preferred before Christ) dear an,d 
useful as the right hand ? Why, it is no ex-' 
traordinary thing, when the right baud is likely 
to corrupt the whole body, to cut it off and 
cast it from us, that we may preserve th« 
pnaimed trunk, and die a little later. And is, 
this severity not to be borne in order to save 
the soul, and secure it from the danger of in- 
fernal punishment? Tlxis i? c.exta^, to epjoy 
the present iiatisfaction of sin, ^^d yet Jto 
escape xlananation, are two tlungs utterly in- 
4?onsistent, and according to the wprij of God, 
impossible. 

St. Paul bas enumerated t|ie several sixis 
whiph exc^i^de from the kingdom of God. ^e 
mt deceivedy says he^ neither fornicators^ nor 
/iciolatar^y nor ^dult^rrrs, nor effeminate ^ nor 
abusers of themselves zjciith moiikind, jxor thifvesy 
gior coiKtouSy mr drunkards^ nor rcvilersy nor 
ra:tortipnerSy shall inherit the kingdom of Go(jL 1 1 
as .not necessary, it seems, in ordeu* to the at- 
iqjnmeut qf darapatiQn, that we add to our in- 
temperance, uncleanness ^ to uncleanne§s, idol- 
^tory i tp idolatory, extortion s to Extortion, 
envy, and the like ; and §o to complete the body 
of sin in all its parts : pne beloved lust wjll 
supply the \vant of* all the rest; and as .surely 
brin^;' to the same end, as if a multitude of other 
sins were called in to its assistance. So one 
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tnortal sta!) will effectually kill the body, without 
man gling every limb. I would hot be undeN 
stood heie to nieaa accidental failings or sur- 
prize, or even ^oine deliberate and wilful acts 
of sin. But this I say, every beloved lust 
heartily espoused, indulged, and continued in, 
will defeat iall our hopes of entering into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

The gospel covenant has treasures of mercy 
for those who have not obeyed the law in the 
strictness of Unerring obedience. Evangelical 
righteousness shall be accepted where the legal 
is not to be had ; but then we must take care 
to make honest and jpunctual payment of the 
evangelical. 

Seehig, tlien, the best of men ar« surrounded 
with infirmities, which they can no more part 
with than they can shake off their flesh, can 
it be matter of wonder to any Christian, if he 
find himself not only tempted to evil, btit in- 
cessantly urged and stimulated to the com- 
mission of it ? Or need he, as not knowing the 
cause of his inward struggle between inclination 
and duty, enquire with St. Paul how it comeu 
-to pass that he sees a lazv in his members warring 
against the law of his mind, and briifging hint 
into captivity to the law of sin? This is a 
case far from being new or uncommon. The 
utmost man can pretend to, is not to fall totally 
'and finally. But to get above temptationsi 
HDUt of the reach of the allurements of sense is .^ 
(as I said just now) beyond the measure of flesh . 
and blood. What then, shall we lay down in 
•sloth, complaining of our weakness, but use no 



leo THE DANGER OF INDULGING THAT SIN 

endeavour; of recovery ? Or, ^hall we cbargf 
the blame upon God the author of Nature I 
No, he made u§ upright; depravity aiwi cor^ 
ruption are the work pt our own bauds. 

Still, at the worsts our case is not c|esperate > 
nor are we sunjc into a total degeneracy. 
Though our inclinations to vice are strong, yet 
it is our fault if we are enslaved by theni. 

To swim against the current of impetuous 
desires, and to turn Nature from its bent, it 
must be confessed, are no easy undertaikings, 
not to fee effected witli cojid wishes and lazy 
hands. But a viqrorous resolution will do the 
business. Old sturdy habits will give way fo 
it, much more will it prevail to check pur 
vicious inclinations, and stop their growth into 
habits. 

Let us then ;5eardi and examine in which of 
our'affectipns we stand most exposed to temp- 
tation ; which passions give iJie most freqi^ent 
alarm to our virtue ; and what is the si?i thaf 
doth so easily beset us. Here lies pur greatest 
dani^er ; here then let us post our whole strength, 
and implore the assi^tanqe of heaven to protect 
and defend us. Let us .not (in the Apostle's 
phrase) beat the air, but single out our favourite 
.bosom lust, and let us .lev'el all our arrows 
agamst it. Let us ,go out, therefore, against 
Satan, as D^vid dida<iainst the Philistine, in the 
name of the Lord; and let us cut oflf the head 
ef our spiritual Goliah, and make an offering of 
it worthy of God. This is a sacriiice resembling, 

by a faint similitude, that of Abrahanii when he 
* ■ * ...» ■ 

offered his sou Isaac upqn the altar. Take 
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notice how highly God was pleased with this 
noble act of faith and obedience. Now I know, 
says he, that thou feare$t God s andy by myself 
have I sworn, that because thpu hast done this 
thing, in blessing t will bless tliee. A declaration 
which we may be bold, in some measure, to ex- 
tend to all who, at the command of God, are 
ready to give up what is most dear and precious 
to them, and so .shall entitle themselves to the 
character of Abraham's children^ who is thef 
father of the faithful. 

But, alas ! how few copies are to be found 
of this fair original ! Every darling lust is 
dearer to us than Isaac was to his father Abra^ 
ham, and we strive not to conquer the evil 
affections of our nature. 

Let us weigh the danger against the enjoy* 
tnent. 

If the sin be pleasant, yet it is not so to be 
in helK Is it profitable ? But will it countervail 
the loss of heaven ? Shall we accept of such 
base momentary ssitisfactions in exchange for 
our immortal souls? Far be it from us to be 
deluded into so foolish a choice ! 
, If, therefore, we are in eatrnest, and indeed 
resolved to mortify and kill our beloved lust, 
let us pinch atnd starve it by degrees ; add no 
fuel to the flame, but cut off all occasions that 
may give advantage to the sin which doth 
already but too easily beset us. Let us be fre- 
quent and assiduous in the exercise of that 
grace which is most opposite to our darling 
lust; and so, by degrees, nourish a virtuous 
j^abit, in ordet to root out and fiupplant it^ 

X 
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contrary. Above all, watdi and pray that yd 
enter not into temptation, nor fall under it. 
' Simon, sleepest thou in this article of danger ? 
Judas doth not sleep. The emissaries of Satan 
are up and bus}^ ready to betray and apprehend 
us. Watch, therefore, and pray, and assure 
yourselves that your prayers shall not return unto 
you void, but shall accomplish your desires and 
prosper in the thing ^v hereunto you send them. 
Let us begin, therefore, and go on in the 
power of faith, of watchfulness, and prayer; 
nor be discouraged at our frequent backslidings, 
and manifold failings, in the conquest of our 
beloved sin ; the sin lokich doth so easily beset 21s. 
Allowance, 'tis to be hoped, wi^ll be made by 
that God who knowelh whereof we are made, 
and. remembereth that we are but dust. But let 
us not go back, much less quit the field. God 
will at last give us the desired success ; grace 
and peace here, and eternal happiness hereafter. 
Let us, then, my brethren, constantly im- 
plore the Divine assistance to guard and protect 
us in eyery station of life ; that his grace may 
always prevent and follow us ; and make us 
continually to be given to all good works. 

I conclude with that most earnest and 
passionate wish of St. Peter. The God of all 
grace, who hath called ns to his eternal glory by- 
Jesus Christy after that ye have suffered azohile, 
(struggling and maintaining a doubtful fight 
against your spiritual enemy) make you perfect, 
strengthen,' stablish, settle you, 

Aqd noM% O thou eternal, inexhaustible 
fountain of a[l goodness ! Thou Father and 
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Friend of mankind ! Hear the prayers of thy 
fumble servants, and grant us grace ta with- 
stand the temptations of the world, the fleshy and 
the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow 
thee, the only God, through Jesus Christ our Lord : 
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be 
ascribed all honour, glory, and power, now and 
fov levtraiore. Amen. 
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Job xxvii. 6th and 6tJi. 

^Till I die J I will not remove my integrity front 
me. My righteousness I hold fast y and will 
not lat it go : my heart shall not reproach me 
so long as I live. 



Job makes a resolution here of maintaining 
an unprejudiced mind, and keeping a con- 
science void of offence : he is resolved to be- 
have himself prudently, aud not to be guilty of 
any thing that would either sting his conscience, 
or wound his reputation, were it to be exposed 
to human knowledge. 

And this resolution he takes in the Height ef 
adversity and disgrace; when his wealth and 
children were snatched away from him ; when 
his servants and friends despised him ; when he 
was afflicted with pains and ulcers, and had no 
place to lay his head. In the midst of this un- 
happy chiange of things it was, that this good 
man resolved to remain unmoveable, unshsdcei^, 
to keep his ground even until death. For ^tilt 
I die, says he, / tvill not remove my integrity 
from me. 



INTEGRITY OF LIFE. _ 167 

As if he had said, ** Though it be my hard 
fate and the determined will of heaven, (which 
he knew he could not fathom) that I should be 
thus severely dealt with all my life; yet my 
chief care and study shall be to maintain an un-^ 
prejudiced mind : not to repine under the dis- 
pensation of heaven, nor to be guilty of any' 
thing that would effend my God, or lay me 
epen to human censure. 

Here is a pattern worthy of the imitation 
of all mankind ! for it should be every man's 
care to carry such a temper of mind with him 
out of this world as may procure and improve 
his happiness in the next. Neither the prospect 
of wealth or honour should prompt him to 
the^ commission of any thing that is unjust? 
but in the whole course of his actions, ancj 
above every other blessings he should value 
and prefer a good conscience ; and (though in 
the height of misery and distress) he should 
renounce all external advantages, rather than 
forfeit so mvaluable a blessing. And now 
that I may enforce this upon your minds, 
I shall, from these words of Job, take occasion, 
in the • * 

First place. To lay before you the great im* 
portance of integrity of life, with respect to 
man's present happiness in this world. 

Secondly with regard to his eternal happiness 
in the world to come. 

Thirdly, I shall shew, that by the grace of 
God, every man may (like Job) hold fast 
his integrity, if he will use his endeavours 
to do so. 
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Fourthly and lasliy, I shall conclude with an 
exhortation^ that you may be persuaded to hold 
fast your integrity to the end. 

I am, in the first piac6» to lay before you the 
great importance of integrity of life, with re*- 
5pect to man's present happiness in this world.^ 

And this will very soon appear if ^e consider 
that none of the riches, honours, nor pleasures 
of this world, can afford happiness to a maw 
who is attended with an evil conscience ; for let 
him go where he will, and dp what he can; 
still he is attended with disquietude and amxiety 
of mind. Is he rich and prosperous i Hecanr 
never enjoy his riches with satisfaction, nor hn» 
prosperity with pleasure. Is be in an honour- 
able post, and attended with crouds of admirers i^ 
All this will not appease the stings of a wounded 
spirit. Perhaps he stifles the alarms of COtP' 
science with a continued round of sensuaf 
pleasures ; at balls and feasts, in drinking and 
carousing, and every other fashionable amuse- 
ment. But, alas ! what will this avail in the 
day of adversity, or at the hour of death ? 
^Vhat has he to support him, if he should be- 
brought to the calamity of an adverse fortune > 
He has not the integrity of Job to befi'iend 
him> And^ when he haf a vast eterni^ ia 
view, and feels himself sinking into the gloomy 
Regions of darkness, how must the dire fore^ 
bodings of his guilty soul make him tremble 
aad quake, in expecfat^ion of meeting with the"^ 
just reward of his actions? 

It is impossible for me, or auy one upxifi 
earth, to describe the agonies of conscience ajt 
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that hour, when the disconsolate sinner is 
brought to reflect upon an ill spent life. 

But when a man, like Job, gives his heart no 
room to reproach him, arid is determined to 
hold fast his integrity, he is prepared for all 
events of Providence. 

If he is rich and honourable, he enjoys his 
riches with comfort and satisfaction, and his 
virtue gives a lustre and dignity to his high 
station. And though he has the opportunity of 
enjoying the pleasures of life as well as other 
men, yet he uses the good things of this world 
Avithout abusing them. He is ever ready to 
adore his Creator, and perform all possible acts 
of kindness to -his fellow creatures. 
. The integrity of his heart leads him (after 
the example of holy Job) to compassionate the 
distresses of the poor. He will not withhold 
from them their desire^ but the fatherless shall 
partake of his bounty ; neither zvill he suffer the 
poor to perish for want of cloathingy nor the 
stranger to lodge in the streets^ nor the traveller 
to go without refreshment. By this he is a com- 
fort to himself, a blessing to his family, and a 
friend to all mankind. And if he should happen 
to meet with adversity and affliction, he is re- 
signed to the will of his Creator, and comforts 
himself with having acted uprightly. 

For let it be considered, that no outward 
calamity can disturb that man who is attended 
with a peaceable conscience, which is perpetu- 
3<lly echoing to him those comfortable words of 
icell done thou good and faithful servant : thou 
Jiast acquitted thyself as becomes a disciple of 

Y 
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the Saviour of mankind ; like him thou haat 
manfully resisted temptations, and courageously 
bid defiance to the frov^ns and to the flatteries 
of the world and the devil. 

Happy, unspeakably happy, is the man that 
is in such a case ; he has no need of company 
to replenish his mind and relax his thoughts ; 
nor need he have recourse to drink to heal the 
M'ounds and drive away the stings of an offend- 
ing soul: for he is always carressed, always 
attended with the pleasing reflections of a well 
spent life. 

This was the consolation of Job during his 
adversity, under a most dismal and shocking 
change of things ; wh^n the worjd (that but a 
few hours before smiled upon him) seemed now 
to be bent upon his eternal ruin. 

He found, upon a review of his life past, that 
he had walked uprightly with his God ; that 
neither his wealth, nor strength of constitution,, 
(which are great temptations) had led him to 
aflront his Maker ; and though (for re^ons best 
known to the eternal Governor of the world) he 

« 

was driven from the height of prosperity to the 
depth of affliction, yet thus did he comfort 
himself: My righteousness I hold fast ^ and will 
not let it go ; my heart shall not reproach me so 
long as I live. 

Integrity of life yields a man the most solid 
and lasting peace and satisfaction, and is hi« 
friend in ^ the greatest time of need. Wheu 
he falls, like Job, into any great calamity, his 
greatest support is that of a good conscience ; 
when he can apply those comfortable word^j 
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of St. Paul to himself, that m simplicity and 
godly sincerity^ not with fleshly itisdaffiy but by the 
grace of God, he has had his conversation in the 
world ; then all will be calm and serene within ; 
the black clouds of melancholy and despair 
will be dispersed, and a bright sunshine will 
ensue. 

Amidst the greatest storm of adversity, a 
peaceable conscience spreads an inexpfesMble 
calmness over the mind ; a serenity of temper, 
refreshes and smooths it ; every rising murmtir 
is hushed, every repining thought quashed, and 
all the passions of the soul brought to an entire 
resignation to the will of Providence. And ^t 
the hour of death, how ynspreakably reviving 
must it be to the drooping spirit to reflect upon 
a well spent life ; to think that when this earthly 
tabernacle is dissolved, the soul will be received 
fey the blessed Jesus into the blissful regions 
above. 

It was a great comfort to St. Paul, when the 
the time of his departure was at hand, that he 
could with confidence say, / have finished viy 
, course with satisfaction / / have kept the faith 
in integrity of heart ; and nozv I am ready to 
depart and be with Christ my righteous Judge, 
who hath laid up forme a crown of righteousness, 
AVhat joy, w'hat satisfaction can equal this ? 
And may not this happy dispositionr ctf' mind be 
attained by giving our l>ear11& no room to re- 
proach ns } Yes, surely. This will be tlie hap- 
piness of every faithful follower of Christ, who 
hath, like Job, retained his integrity ta that 
awful decisive hour, when he shall pass from 

y 3 
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this transitory life to an endless eternity. He 
will then feel the unspeakable satisfaction of 
a well spent life, which will stand him in 
more stead than all the riches, and honours, 
and pleasures of this world. And this leads 
me, in the 

Second place. To shew, that integrity of life 
is of the utmost importance with Yegard to our 
eternal happiness. 

And this is very evident to any one that is 
acquainted with the Christian religion, which 
teaches us, that ivithoiit holiness 710 man shall 
see the Lord. For as heaven is a state of unin^ 
terrupted felicity, no evil thing can be admitted 
there, because that would be an interruption t<» 
the happiness of its blessed inhabitants ; and as 
sin is the worst of evils, it of course can have 
no place in heaven : therefore, it nearly con- 
cerns every intelligent being to divest himself 
as much as possible of all impurity while he is 
in this life, that he may be the better prepared 
for the happiness of the next. 

And how is he to do this, but by performing 
the conditions of the gospel ? And they are 
repentance towards God, faith in the merits 
and satisfaction of the blessed Jesus, and a sir>- 
cere obedience to tlie eternal law of truth and 
righteousness. Except we repent^ Christ tells 
us, we shall all perish. Whosoever believeth in 
him (/. e. Jesus Christ) shall receive remission of 
his sins. And, Blessed are they who do his com^ 
mandmenfs, that they may have right to the tree 
of life. These being the conditions by which 
we are to obtain eternal happiness, we must bg 
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careful not only to resolve to observe them, 
but we must bring those good resolutions into 
action. 

But men, in general, forget the obligations 
of Christianity, and seldom think seriously *till 
they are thrown upon a bed of sickness. And 
how often do we see men who, upon their sick 
beds, have bound themselves under an obliga- 
tion to become good Christians, if Providence 
should spare them their life ; yet, as soon as 
they have been able to relish a pleasing, or to 
comply with a suitable temptation, they have 
basely renounced their promise, and sold their 
innocence for a trifle. 

But we must take it for granted, that guilt 
can never be blotted out but by such a re- 
pentance as will produce a virtuous life ; for no 
vice can be pardoned 'till it is mortified^ and 
he who sees the error of his ways, resolves and 
prays against it, and yet still goes on in his 
wickedness, contradicts his own purposes and 
petitions, and all he gains by it is, that he is 
condemned ; and he may, with as much reason, 
wish for life, whilst he cuts his throat, as pray 
his soul into heaven, whilst his morals are 
wicked. 

If religion consisted in making fair promises, 
there would be but very few irreligious men ; 
for, now and then, a man may be seriously 
disposed, and, without much difficulty, might 
promise a reformation hereafter. But this is 
not laying the axe to the root of the tree ; for 
the lusts must be mortified, the passions sub- 
dued, and the flesh brought in subjection to 
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the spirit: without this, all religion is vain, 
and external pretences are of no significancj* 
If thon vowest a vow to Gody defer not to pay ity. 
(says the preacher) for he hath no pleasure in 
fools. 

Our conversion is dated from the time that 
our lusts are mortified, our minds changed, and 
our appetites subdued. For to resolve and not 
to practice, betrays a hasty, rash, and injudicious 
mind, that considers not what he says, as well 
as intends not what he promises ^ and he that 
imagines himself in a happy condition, because 
he (now and then in distress) promises amend- 
ment, is miserably deceived, and will find to 
his cost, that without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord. 

For when we shall be roused from the sleep of 
death, to appear 'before the great tribunal of 
Christ, it will be no service to us to plead, that 
we many times resolved to do well ; for nothing 
will do then but virtuous actions > and we shall 
stand or fall in the next life, as we have be- 
haved ourselves in this ; according to that saying 
of the Apostle, We shall all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christy every man to receive 
according to the deeds done in the body, whether 
they be good, or whether they be evil. 

And since this is the case, what manner of 
persons ought zve to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness ? How careful should we be to main- 
tain our integrity, hold fast our righteousness, 
and give our hearts no room to reproach us. 

The day that will determine our fate is 
hourly approaching us ; and as every moment 
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(of our lives is a. step to the grave, where there 
is no work, no device, no repentance, we 
should set about subduing our lusts, and 
mamtaining a conscience void of offpnce towards 
God. 

To postpone this 'till to-morrow is dangerous ; 
it is a danger too great to admit of any delay ; 
for we know not what a day may bring forth ; 
and whilst we are speaking peace to ourselves 
we may be alarmed wuth a summons into ano- 
ther world, and be brought before the dreadful 
tribunal loaded with guilt. 

Alas ! too many, 'tis to be feared, are now^ 
like Dives, tormented in flames, who had de- 
viated from the paths of righteousness, and 
went astray in the b.road road of sin and 
wickednes ? Had they, like holy Job, retained 
their integrity, and given their hearts no roOm 
to reproach them, they had never had reason to 
deplore their wretched condition in a state of 
misery. 

And that it is in the power of every man, 
by the grace of God, to hold fast his integrity, 
is what I am now to make appear under my 

Third general head. And such is our hap- 
piness, that though our grand enemy has power 
to tempt us, yet he cannot oblige us to sin ; 
he lays the bait, but cannot compel us to swallow 
it : for he tempted our Saviour to worship him, 
with the pleasing prospect of all the kingdoms 
in the world, and a promise that he should be 
master of them, but he was rejected with scorn 
and disdain. He made use of many an argu- 
ment to draw Job from his integrity, but 
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missed his aim. He tempted Joseph by the 
power of a lustful woman, but could not pre^ 
vail. From whence it is plain, that if we 
forfeit our innocence, the blame lies at our 
own door. 

We might, if we pleased, have been -deaf to 
liis arguments, and rejected his temptations, 
with that inimitable argument that Joseph 
made use of; for, said he, IIozc can I do this 
gT^eai zcickednesSy and sin against God f We 
might stem the current of our evil inclinations 
within, and manfully reject the baits that ara 
laid for us without, and, as Job did, maintain 
our integrity, hold fast our righteousness, and 
give our hearts no room to reproach us. 

Job was sensible of the depravity of man- 
kind. He knew their passions were irregular^ 
their wills stubborn, and their lusts predomi- 
nant. He knew also that the devil (knowing' 
the hopeful condition of man, that if he be- 
haves himself well here, is capable of being 
happy hereafter) was envious of him, and was 
his bitter enemy. He had experienced the 
arts which that accursed fiend has recourse to, 
in order to draw mankind from their innocency, 
and make them like himself, miserable to all 
eternity. For he saw that he inveigled the 
voluptuous into his snare, by the fair and flatter- 
ing promises of delight ; that he had gold ta 
enchant the covetous, kingdoms to allure the 
ambitious, tinsil to dazzle the gay, and flattery 
to work upon the proud. And knowing these 
things, he bravely resisted temptations, and, by 
the grace of God, overcame them \ he gloriously 
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supported his integrity, and therefore was, in 
the end, blessed with more abundance than he 
ever possessed before ; and died in a good old 
age, full of days, and in favour with' God and 
man. And is not this a powerful inducement 
to us to act like Job, and bravely withstand our 
spiritual enemy ? What should hinder, but that 
we may, as he did, maintain our righteousness, 
hold fast our integrity, and give our hearts no 
room- to reproach us. 

The deVil, it is true, consults the passions of 
mankind, and lays his baits suitable to them. 
He knew Cain to be envious and. proud, and so 
induced him to imbrue his hands in his bro-^ 
ther's blood. He found Peter to be cowardly, 
and so prompted him to deny his master! 
Judas he perceived to be covetous, and by that 
means led him to betray the Saviour of the 
world. These are the methods he has recourse 
to, in order to make men as miserable as him- 
self. Butt notwithstanding this, we may, if we 
please, resist his temptations, and baffle all his 
evil designs. 

If we ply constantly at the Throne of Grace, . 
and implore the Divine protection, we need not 
doubt but that the kind Father of mankind will 
give us such a measure of his grace and holy 
Spirit, as may enable us to withstand all the 
temptations of our spiritual enemy. 

But, alas ! the contrary too often prevails. 
Men are seldom upon their guard, and are so 
farfrcm resisting thesolicitations of the tempter, 
that they readily suffer themselves to be led 
captive by him at his will, and seem resolutely 

z 



178 THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF 

bent upon their own ruin. And though they 
know that a virtuous and good life is indispen- 
sibly necofesary to salvation, yet they live ia 
wilful impieties, and indulge themselves in 
gross and confessed wickedness ; some of thera 
wallowing in lust and wantonness, others in 
drunkenness and debauchery ; some gratifying 
their pride and ambition, others their envy and 
malice^ some sacrificing to their filth and luxury, 
others to their avarice and covetousness : and 
how can such people look into their breasts 
without the deepst horror and despair ? But, 
indeed, they fly from their angry consciences 
as much as possible, and seldom think of 
amendment 'till they are either worn out with 
the long pursuit after a debauched life, or 'till. 
they are suddenly seized with a dangerous fit 
of sickness. The unhappy condition, there- 
fore, of such men, makes it the more necessary 
for me, as was proposed, in the 

Last place. To exhort you, in' the name of 
God, to hold fast your integrity to the end. 

But surely, one would imagine, there is but 
little need for many arguments to press us to 
such a necessary duty, when our souls are i^ 
stake; whose present and eternal happiness or 
misery depends upon our good or bad manage- 
ment of them; and, if we lose them, we lose 
our all, and shall have no possibility of recover- 
ing them. 

What ? ■> Is not the comfortable satis^tion 
which flows from an honest and good heart 
preferable to the stings of a wounded spirit, the 
inseperable companion of vice and wickedness ? 
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Is not the death of the righteous to be chosen 
before the miserable end of an abandoned 
sinner? I believe all of us will readily sub- 
scribe to the wish of Balaam : Let me die the 
death of the righteous y and let my last end belike 
his ! But, if ever we expect this, we must be 
careful to live ^s becometh the gosj>el of Christ. 
Like Job, we must hold fast our righteousness, 
retain our integrity, aud give our hearts no 
room to reproach us. 

I most heartily wish that we would all con- 
sider how some men now do, and we ourselves 
shall hereafter tremble at the thoughts of such 
foll}'^ S when at the hour of dieath we shall 
think on the equal distribution of things at the 
day of judgment. For this is not a fictitious, 
but a real event, towards which all wise men 
look forward; lest, like the rich fool in the 
gospel, (who laid up provision for many years) 
they should be surprised by these words : 
Thou fooly this night shall thy soul be required 
of thee. 

It is a most melancholy reflection to think of 
the inconsideration of some men ; who, though 
they know that they must certainly die, and 
afterwards appear at the great tribunal, j'^et 
never consider what will become of them there, 
when they hear that dreadful sentence pro^ 
nounced by the Judge of all the earth : Depart 
from me y for I know you not y ye loorkers of iniquity . 
What horror and amazement must then seize 
upon the condemned sinner, when he finds 
himself carried away to a gloomy prison of ex- 
quisite torture, there to remain to all eternity. 

Z.3 
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Alas i he will then (when it is too late) be con^ 
vinced of his folly and madness, and call fo the 
mountains and rocks to fall on /linty and hide him 
from the face of him that sitteth on the throne^ 
and from the wrath of the lamb : For when the 
great day of his wrath is come, who^ or where 
is that impertinent sinner that shall be able ta 
stand in his presence ? 

. Be persuaded then, my brethren, to consider 
these things in time, and reflect seriously tQ 
which of these two fates, ha,ppiness or misery, 
your present course of life t^nds to bring you* 
Such a time will certainly come, and nothing 
will be of service to you then but the answer 
of a good conscience ; that you have manfully , 
resisted the strongest temptations^ been patient 
under afflictions and disappointments^ and re- 
solutely stemmed the tide ;of your evil incli-. 
nations ; that you have retained your integrity 
as long as you lived, and gave your hearts and 
consciences no room to . reproach yob. Then 
you will triumph for ever with the glorious 
company, of the Apostles, the goodly fellowship 
of the Prophets, and the noble army of Martyrs, 
and all the saints and servants of God* And 
Oh ! what heart can conceive, what tongue can. 
express the inconceivable joy and happinessi 
which the righteous man shall possess in the 
presence and enjoyment of that God, in whom 
is all fullness of joy, and at whose right Jtand there 
are pleasures for evermore. 

Let me, therefore, my brethren, to conclude, 
exhort you by all means to keep in mind the 
unspeakable reward cdT a virtuous and good 
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life. Ijtt heaven and happineM, which de- 
serve all your care, engross it principally before 
every other thing ; there let us place our 
treasure, and there will be our hearts. And 
let every man of us take up the resolution of 
Job, and with him say, 'Till I die, I will not 
remove my integrity from me, my righteousness 
I hold fast, and will not let it go : my heart shall 
not reproach me so long as I live. That we may 
all think of these things, and steadily adhere to 
the most admirable precepts of the gospel, all 
the days of our short stay upon earth, let us 
humbly beseech the Almighty to bestow upon 
us such a portion of his holy Spirit as may 
support us in all dangers aqd difficuUies, that 
we may thereby be enabled to hold fast our in- 
tegrity to the end ; which (through the merits 
of our blessed Saviour) will not fail to bring us 
to the happy regions of the blessed. Now to 
God the Father, &c. 
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Acts xvii. 31. 

Because he hath appoinled a day in the zdhich he 
will judge the world in righteousness ^ by that 
man zohom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all raeUf in tliat he hath 
raised him from the dead. 
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To know Jesus and him crucified was, to 
St. Paul, -a matter of the utmost importance ; 
and it can be no less important and necessary 
to have a true knowledge of God j this being 
the corner stone of religion, the chief motive 
and support of moral virtue. 

To know God is not barely to know that he 
exists, but to conceive of him as a righteous 
and merciful, just and impartial, powerful 
and unchangeable Being : and not only to 
consent to these truths, but to give all his 
attributes their just weight and scope, and 
retrench them of nothing that is essentially in 
them. 

To endeavour to reconcile an arbitrary and 
oppressive proceeding, with the attributes of 
justice and impartiality, is plainly to set the 



THE LAST JUDGMENT. U9 

tllvine nature and attributes at variance; it iis 
to affirm that the Deity is all goodness within, 
though nothing but evil and malignity appear 
withoqt ; that God is merciful, kind and com- 
passionate, though outwardly he is ill-natured, 
captious and contentious ; assertions that 
combat with and destroy each other. 

To treat our friends or fellow creatures 
with good words and good manners, is prudent 
and decent, since they have no way of judging^ 
of us but by our outward behaviour. But to 
what purpose do we make use of compliments 
and fine words to an omnicient Being, when, 
either for want of knowing what is implied m 
those words, or else, for want of giving them 
their full force and meaning, we throw the 
most glaring affront and palpable indignity 
upon him. 

This was an error th^ Athenians, the wisest 
of Pagan nations, were infected with. They 
acscribed to God the attributes of wisdom, 
purity, and compassion; and, at the same 
time, their divine worship consisted in cere- 
monies so ridiculous, so impure, and so in^ 
human, that, instead of honouring the Deity, 
they tended to paint him in the most mean« 
despicable, and horrible light, such as (one 
would now think) had been the contrivance of 
premeditated malice in order to reproach anci 
defame him. 

In this state it was that St. Paul found the 
people of Athens, to whom this discourse, 
from whence my text is taken, was directed. 

A a. 
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This city was a place of learning, liberty^ 
and superstition ; and, as the chapter informs 
us, curiosity ; for we are told, that not only 
the Athenians themselves, but the strangers 
which were there, spent their time ia nothing ehe 
but either to tell or to hear some new thing ; 
a disposition whieh it were to be wished had 
ended with themselves. But be that as it is, 
these people had been so bewildered with the 
variety and multiplicity of strange gods, w^hich 
philosophers and magicians (taking advantage, 
no d^ubt, of their fickle and curious disposition) 
•had introduced amongst them, had- fixed, at 
.la«t, upon some supreme Being whom they 
worshipped under the character of the unknown 
God. This, the Apostle observing, took occa- 
sion to make the same full discovery of this 
unknown God ; the same display of his awful 
and amiable attributes, which had been commu- 
nicated to himself at his miraculous conversion. 
Ye men of Athens, says he, / perceive that in 
all things ye are too superstitious. For as I 
passed by and beheld your devotions, I found an 
altar zvith this inscription : To the unknown God. 
Whom therefore ye ignorant ly zvor ship, him declare 
I unto you. God tJiat made the world and all 
things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands : neither is worshipped ivilh mens hands, as 
though he needed any thifig, seeing hegiveth to all 
life and breath, and all things. 

From this refined and spiritual description 
of the divine nature, the Apostle infers the folly 
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and absurdity of their pagan ceremonies and 
superstitions; and by way of conclusion, 
presses them to repentance by the powerful 
arguments in my text : Because God hath ap- 
pointed a day in the which he tiill judge the world 
in righteousness^ by that man whom he hath or- 
dained ; tohereof he hath given assurance to all 
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

Many arguments have been drawn from 
reason to prove the certainty of this future 
judgment; but as all that hath been offered' 
on that head, by the wisest of the ancient phi- 
losophers, was inclusive, amounting only to a 
moral probability, those who would endeavour 
to illustratis this truth must rely entirely upon 
scripture, the matter being capable of na other 
proof or evidence. 

Indeed the whole mediatory undertaking of 
onr blesseid Saviour, and all the circumstances 
of it, are matter of pure revelation; *tis the 
hidden and manifold wisdom of God, which none 
of the princes and philosophers of this world 
knew any thing of; and we should have known 
as little of it as they, had we been left to our 
own reason, and not blessed with a divine reve- 
lation. The enemies of revealed religion, in- 
deed, ascribe our superior knowledge of the 
Deity and his divine truths to the proper culti- 
vation and improvement of reason ; though 
nothing is more arrogant, nothing more ungrate- 
ful, nothing more evident, than the contrary. 

It cannot be denied, but that there were 
men of as great parts and learning in Rome 
and Athens, when in their meridian of splendor, 

Aa3 
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as in the dominions of any prince since those 
days. To what advantage then do we owe our 
superior lights unless it be to the publication of 
the gospel. 

But not to confine our remarks to men of 
learning, for religion was not designed for 
such alone^ but for the unlearned also : the 
common people of our time are taken up 
with their trades and occupation, and have as 
little leisure and abilities for study as the 
common people among the Romans and 
Athenians ; and yet (as I observed to you just 
now) the Athenians were made up of folly, 
obscenity, and barbarity. But enquire now 
from the meanest mechanic, and he will tell you 
that there is a God that made heaven and earth ; 
that this God is a wise, righteous, and com- 
passionate God ; and that an honest heart apd 
a good conscience is the best recommendation 
to his favour. 

Now I should be glad to know what it is that 
has opened the eyes of the world ? What it is 
that has supplanted these notions so subversive 
of virtue and true piety, if the gospel has not 
done it ? Till we find it attributed to some 
other cause, we may justly place it there; and 
therefore if the gospel of Christ has dispersed 
the erroneous and superstitious principles of 
heathenism, and introduced worthy and adequate 
conceptions of the Deity instead thereof, surely 
nothing but ingratitude, or the most abandoned 
and corrupt principles, can prevent our giving a 
due attendance to, and approbation of, its 
doctrines. 
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Let us now see what the scripture^ say of 
this future account. And, for method's sake, 
we will divide this discourse into three heads. 
In the 

First place. We will see what assurance the 
scriptures give us of a future judgment. 

Secondly, Consider the proceedings of that 
day, together with the candour and equity of 
the Judge. 

Thirdly, We will take notice of the rewards 
and punishments consequent thereupon. And 

Fourthly, Of the day set apart for that pur- 
pose. 

First, We are to see what assurance the 
scriptures give us of a future judgment. 
. Our blessed Saviour, when he was'discoursing 
to his disciples of the end of the world, in- 
formed them that at that time the Son of Man 
shall send forth his angels^ and they ^hall gather 
out of his kingdom all things that offendy and 
them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them into 
a furnace of fire ; there shall be zoailing and 
gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of his Father, 
Here our Redeemer is represented as the chief 
minister of God's justice, in the distribution of 
rewards to the righteous, and punishment to the 
wicked ; and though the effect and execution of 
the sentence only be expressed, yet it suppose^ 
a j udicious proceeding. 

Thus likewise we read : For the Son of Man 
shall come in the glory of his Father ^ with his 
holy angels, and then he shall reward every man 
according to his work. Shall come in the glory 
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of his Father : i. e. with his authority committed 
to him. 

Then again our Saviour, speaking of his 
coming to judge the world, expresses himself 
thus : Then shall appear flie sign of the Son of 
Man in heaven ; and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory s i^ e. in order to judge the 
world. 

Our Saviour, in the next place, produces his 
commission, and tells us from whence his au- 
thority was derived to him : The Father judgeth 
no man, but has committed all judgment to the 
Son, to whom he has given authority to execute 
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. St. 
Peter declares, that God commanded the Apostles 
to preach unto the people and to testify that it Is 
Christ that is ordained to be the Judge of* the 
quick and the dead. And St. Paul, in the words 
of my text, declares that God hath appointed a 
day in the i<)hich he will judge the world in 
righteousness, by that man ivhom he hath ordained, 
{i, e. Jesus Christ) for it follows, whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead. 

In short, all St. Paul's Epistles are pregnant 
with threatenings and promises resulting from 
this future judgment. Thus he speaks to the 
Thessalonians : The Lord Jesus Christ shall be . 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in 
flaming fircy taking vengeance on all them that 
know not God, and obey not the gospel of his son, 
who shall be punished zvith everlasting damnation 
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from the presence of the Lordy and from the glory 
of hi$ power. 

Thus we see what assurance we have of a 
future judgment. This is a doctrine that is 
the soul and spirit of religion ; for what doth 
the notion or belief of a God signify, if he will 
not trouble himself to take notice how men 
behave themselves here r If he will neither 
reward nor punish, virtue is then but an empty- 
name ; a needless penance which men impose 
upon themselves; and the vicious and debauched 
are as safe and secure, as their lives seem easy 
and delightful. 

But as there is a Judge who distinguishes 
the actions of men here, and will indeed judge 
the world hereafter, then those who have sense 
must know their interest; this. awakens their 
consciences, assuring them that piety and 
virtue are absolutely necessary, and of the 
greatest importance to their souls hereafter. 
But this will appear more fully by considering, 
as was proposed. 

Secondly, The proceedings of that day, to- 
gether with the candour and equity of the 
Judge, for which we must also be beholding to 
the scripture ; there we are told the world will 
be judged in righteousness. 

In human tribunals there is a distinction 
between the courts of law and equity ; but 
there are no different jndicatories in the other 
world; for there Mercy and Truth kiss each 
other; Law and Equity proceed from tlie same 
mouth, from the same throne; there will be 
no arbitrary proceeding-: ; none will be ac- 
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quitted, none condemned, by a strain of pre-» 
rogative, or any unjust measure in the Judge ; 
no, he will govern himself by the justice and 
equity of the cause : this, he himself, 4iath de- 
clared. All the churches y says he, shall kjiozv 
that I am he zcho searcheih the reins and the 
hearty and will render to every man according to 
his works. And St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, assures us that tee must all appear 
at the judgment seat of Christy to answer for the 
things done in the flesh, whether they be goody or 
whether they be evil. 

At which time, though God does not expect 
from men the perfection of angels, nor to reap 
but in proportion to what he has sown ; yet, by 
the improvement of those talents he hath 
afforded, he expects to find a difference in the 
attainment and temper of those he consigns to 
a different state for eternity. And, although, 
as St. Paul tells tlie Romans, those that have 
sinned zoithout lata, shall perish without the lazv ; 
and such as have sinned under the lam, shall be 
judged by the law ; yet still the proceedings are 
just and equal, because they are according ta 
men's deeds, and proportionable to their oppor- 
tunities of doing good. If this were not so, 
that day could not be called a day of judgment, 
but rather a day of execution ; and the whole 
transaction a demonstration of will and power, 
and not of righteousness and integrity. Besides, 
whv is the Judffe called a searcher of hearts ? 
Why is he said to separate the sheep from the 
goats ? Or why is he called a fiery trial, if he 
makes no discriminatioii, no difference, but 
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saves and damns by determination? No, we 
may rest assured that the Jxidge of all the earth, 
will do right; he is capable of no fondness, 
partiality, or indulgence ; will be wsrought upon 
by no flattery, moved by no. complaints^ cor-, 
rupted by no bribes. 

This our Judge is acquitted of, every where 
i n the holy scriptures ; and particularly the: 
Apostle St. Peter, who (by reason of his Jtewish 
education) liad formerly thought God Almighty 
had neglected and^ despised all nations but the 
Jews, proclaims with admiration, that of it 
truth God is \no respecter of persons^ but. in every 
nation^ he thatfeareth him and worketh righteous* 
nesSy is accepted with him. By which it is plain, 
that the great crisis of eternity depends upon a 
holy temper-*4ipon a virtuous and pious life. 

I have but one observation more to make 
upon this head, with respect to the righteous 
proceedings of the Judge, and that is, the 
candid interpretation be will put upon our 
actions. As no laws are tolerable when they 
are rigorously strained, aind severely applied, so 
none are harsh and dilSicult that meet with a 
fair and equitable interpretation. 

Now, in reference to this, the whole tenor 
of the gospel assures us, that our miercifulGod 
will watch no advantage against us ; will: not 
insist upon punctilios, but principally looks at 
the sincerity of our intentions, and will advance 
our good offices to as high a value as they are 
<;apable of* For thus he expresses himself, 
when speaking to those on his right hand : 
Come ye blessed of my Father^ inherit t/ie kingdom 
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prepared for you Jrom the foundation of the 
world ; for I was <in hungred and ye gave me 
meatf I teas thirsty and ye gai^eme drink ; I was 
a stranger and ye took me in^ naked andyecloathed 
me; J was sick and ye visited 7ne ; I tvas in 
prison and ye came unto me. And then, wlien 
the righteous (wondering at this divine goodness, 
and modestly under-valuing their own perform- 
ances) shall answer, Lordy when satv we thee an 
hungred and Jed thee ; thirsty and gave thee 
drink ?. When sazc ice thee a stranger and took thee 
in; or naked and clothed thee? When saw we 
thee sick J or in prison^ and came u?ito thee ? The 
Judge graciously replies. Verily I say unto you^ 
in as mudi as ye have done it to one of the least of 
these my brethreiiy ye have done itmito me. 

Heiice we see that our Saviour and Judge 
not only takes notice of the meanest offices, 
and the easiest expressions. of chiarity and com- 
passion, but remembers them for us when we 
have forgotten them : : and that, at the most ad-» 
vantageous season, when he comes in all his 
glory with crowns and kingdoms to bestow, in 
the most important and .Critical time, when our 
eternity depends on it. , 

Our Judge will make such allowances that 
the justice of our cause will bear; he will not 
look upon defects in our duties as wilful con- 
tempts of his laws ; nor will he deem our 
frailties and infirmities as presumptuous sips. 
What ! (says he to Peter) could you. not watch 
with me for one hour ? Watch and pray that ye 
enter not into temptation. And M'hen he re- 
turned from praying, and found liis disciples 
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Still asleep, for their eyea were heavy, how 
graciously does be palliate this failipg: The 
Spirit (says he) indeed is willinn^ but the flesh is 
weak. Hence it is plain> that such iuiirmities 
as are consistent with a divine life, with a sincere 
love of God, and a true and hearty sense of 
virtue and goodness, shall not be rigidly aggra- 
vated against us. I shall .now, io the 

Third place, -Fake notjce of the rewards and 
punishments, which are the consequents of the 
proceedings of ' that . day, sind they will be 
proportioned to the calamities and sufferings 
of men in this Ijfe. . St. Paul- tells us, that as 
one star dijferelh from ^iipther ^ in glory y so 
also is the resurrection pf the dead; and our 
Saviour assures us, that in his Falher^s house are 
many mansions : not only room to receive many, 
but, as that phrase properly imports, several 
degrees and stations of glory ; so that they who 
suffered mpst here, throjugh ppverty, sickness, 
or any othef calamity > will be freed from, tbeir 
sorrows, and shine forth with an extraordinary 
ray of glory hereafter. Thus we see bow the 
Almighty clears up and vindicates his pro- 
vidence. 

As to the nature of: these rewards and 
punishments, that is entirely conjectural ; and 
whatever is offered as a ; particular description 
of them, is as much the product of fancy, as 
any of the flights that we meet with in the 
ancient poets. We ar^ certain of nothing more 
than what is exhibited to us in scripture. The 
habitation of the virtuous is there represented 
by a city, a kingdom, a place of rest, a paradise ; 
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all that can give trs an idea of -graudeur, delight, 
and happiness. 

On the contrary, the dwelling of flie -^'Jcked 
is described by unqwenchable fire; a never 
dying worm ; abott<^mle9s*pit ; terms th^erftosf 
horrible and affrighting to human heings. And 
the manner 1k)w \ye shall become capabte of re- 
ceiving our merits, \v4^ther 'in the same -bodies 
in which the deeds were 4ane, or in such other 
i)odies asGod shall pleasie to 'clotlie o«r sonl^ 
at the morning of the refitortectfon, tlk^gh it 
has furnished matter of controversy amongst 
the learned in "metaphysics; [I look tfpom it te 
he a matter of indifference to us, %5nce the siwil 
will be equally capable of happiheis? or misery 
in any body that the Almighty shafl giv« *t: 
Wow 'body ahd spirit act Tecrprociaffy ttpon each 
<jCher, and the mannesr 'by vAiicfi their corres- 
pondence is supported in this Itfe, never has; > 
and I believe never 'wil4*be, explained. How 
then shall we pretend to d-em^Stfa'te the nature 
of'lheirjnnction after separation ? - 

St. P^ul telfe us, 'that Gbd shall "change our 
vite bodies thdttkej/ may be fashiofted like unto Ms 
glorious body s but wherein that likeness consists 
M^e are at a loss to determ?fne; ancl as neither 
Christ nor his Apostles have thought proper to 
tell us, there is no necessity of placing the 
opifiion of men (fallible as "Ourselves) in the 
Christian credenda. We see that God has pro* 
mised to reward the virtuous, and punish the 
wicked, inanother life ; and we know God can 
and will do what he promises. Let us therefore 
be- more careful to avoid the punishment than 
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to dive into the nature of it; such secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God. Leaving them 
then to the Divide wisdom, I pass on to the 

Fourth and lasit thing proposed, namdy, th« 
day set apart for thisdisquisttion. 

The text tells us, that God hath appoiated a 
day in the which he will judge the world. No 
dooibt of it ; but an tiie day of Christ's first 
coming was immareaUy fixed, so also is that of 
his second conring to judge the world ; but 
Chriist tells us, that »f that 4ay cr hour knozcetk 
fio^ man ; no, not the ^angeis of heaven^ but my 
father only. After a deciaratioa so plain and 
so positive, tnoises/iy I think might prompt us to 
l(?t the event of that promise ripen in the womb 
of futurity. « ? 

God, no doubt, ^thought proper to keep the 
>vorld in ignol'ance as to tbe-precise time ; and 
two of his reasons (amongst many others besc 
known to his infinite wisdom) may he these : : 

First, That he might keep tlie negligent world 
on their guard, who are too apt\to put fer from 
Ihem that terrible day ; and. 

Secondly, To keep tip the oeconomy erf life ; 
for if the precise day was knowti beyond all 
uncertainty, and it so near our time that we 
could count the number of our days, and be 
certified how long we hafve to live, we should be 
like so many criminals, whose time of probation 
is fixed; and who, in consequence thereof, 
would spend our whole time in preparing for 
this important day, and neglect to provide the 
common necessaries of life, which (without the 
interposition of a miracle) would hasten the 
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period of the world, and £(^ustrate the purpose 
of God. 

To conclude. A^ Christianity gives us assur* 
«hce of the resurrection of the body, which 
those who were instructed by reason only knew 
nothing at all of, and even has furnished us with 
a glorious instance of it in the resurrection of 
Christ; since the reward that Christianity pro- 
poses* is worthy of God, an. inheritance un- 
defiled with misery or vice, a state in which we 
shall be fitted for the most exalted em|>loyi]aieDts 
and pleasures; let us thankfully cherish this 
glorious hope,, entertain' it aS: the; sum of all our 
wishes j the coilipletioh of all our joys.* • ' 
f Of suchirast moment wa» Jt ;to the wise Stt. 
Paul, that he counted all things but loss and dung 
in comparison qf, this ou€ thingi tltat.ke mighty by 
am) means i attain unto the resuffect ion of the 
xleady unto an haj^py; part in that resurrection. 
How earnestly did he press^ tmvard the viark 
(through all manner of afi)icitions, necessities, 
and distresses V/or the prize of the high calling of 
Gody in Christ Jesus. And what did aot the 
old patriarchs gladly do ? What did they not 
anost willingly, suffer that they might attain a 
better resurrection ? And shall noi the hope of 
this prompt us to make our peace with God, and 
by an effectual repentiance abandon all the 
^vays of sin for the future ? 

But if such examples be not sufficient to lead 
us to a preparation suitable t© the importance of 
the trial, perhaps the thoughts of what must 
infallibly be the result of our petulent follies^ 
wilful miscarriages, and treacherous infideiity. 
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may have some effect upon us. Let us then 
suppose ourselves just raised from the sleep of 
death by the arch-angel ; imagine the trumpet 
sounding, and these awful words pronounced : 
Arise ye dead and come before the judgment 
seat of Christ ; that we were now standing there 
to hear our past and forgotten sins called to re- 
membrance ; to see our most hidden and dis- 
guised actions rightly judged and rewarded; 
M'here is that liardened sinner that would not be 
covered with shame and confusion ? Where is 
that abandoned sinner whose countenance would 
not change, whose conscience would not sting 
him with remorse, and whose guilty soul would 
not shudder at his approaching doom ? 

Let me exhort you, then, my brethren, to be 
always mindful of that awful scene ] may you 
always remember, that however distant that 
day of general reckoning may be, yet with re- 
gard to individuals, it may be fixed to the day 
of departure out of this world ; since after that 
there is no work, no device, no repentance ; but 
as the tree falls so it will lay. 

I shall therefore conclude all in the words of 
our blessed Saviour : Watch ye, therefore, (for ye 
know not when the master of the house cometh 5 
at even, or at midnight, or at the cock croiving, 
or in the movning) test coming suddenly he ,find 
you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say 
Unto all, watch. 



FINIS. 



l»rinud by S, CatM, 

119^ Ppchester. 



-m 



